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in addition to that, there have been from five to nine 
special agents, and these are proposed to be sub- 
stituted by three permanent agents at a less ex- 

nse. What I said, substantial swas true; but 
es now enabled to make myself accurate, and 
inform the Senator on that point. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator is distin- 
ouithing forever the five or six temporary agents. 

here are, then, three permanent agents and five 
or six temporary agents now; and we propose to 
add three to the humber of permanent agents, and 
over them to establish a superintendent. What 
will prevent the Department from appointing tem- 
porary agents when we have done this? hat 
Peary wave we that this patronage will not be 
continued, so as to engage five or six more in the 
agency, and this over fteen thousand Indians? 

hy, surely, sir, here is a great abuse; here is a 
great unnecessary expenditure of money. Three 
are too many, according to any computation I 
could make—a man appointed to superintend over 
five thousand Indians—men, women, and children 
included—and then to have a superintendent over 
him, three agents or six agents and a superin- 
tendent over them, ata salary of $2,500. It seems 
to me—the Senate will be the best judge—that 
this is an instance of great and unnecessary ex- 

pense. 

I donot regard the expense so much—that is 
worthy of consideration, however—as the conse- 
quence of such an expenditure of money. It con- 
nects with the Government a band of retainers 
and stipendiaries, whose time is not all taken up 
in the performance of theirdutiesas Indian agents. 
There are in these times a great many more party 
services to be rendered; and I must confess, that 
itseems to me the experiment of these Indian 
agencies has been quite unsatisfactory. They 
have contributed but little towards the advance- 
ment of the Indian, and it seems to me they have 
contributed but very little towards the preserva- 
tion of peace between the Indian and white man. 
Three good ones are sufficient. It is a horrible 
evil to have six bad ones; I therefore must be op- 
posed to this bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. 
be read again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to prepare an 
amendment, which, if I understand the bill, is 
right, and which I will send up to the desk. It 
is to add something like this: 

Provided nevertheless, That all temporary agents and sub- 
agents now employed in Washington shall be dismissed, and 
no others appointed. 

Mr. LANE. What amendment does the Sen- 
ator propose ? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Thatall temporary agents 
and special agents in the Territory of Washing- 
ton shall be dismissed, and no others appointed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. That is right 
aay. COLLAMER. Is there any objection to 
thats 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I will accept it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to ask a question 
of the chairman of the committee. I want to 
inquire of him how many really residing agents 
does he desire there? I understand him to say 
there are three there now, and he proposes three 
more. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. That will make six, of 
course, 

Mr.COLLAMER. Is that number needed? 

Mr.SEBASTIAN. Thatisthenumberneeded. 
The Senator from Vermont will see the necessity, 
when I explain a few of these statistics. We have 
eight treaties with Indians residing in Washington 
Territory, Those Indian tribes are located as far 
as six hundred miles apart. We have acquired 
about one hundred thousand square miles from 
them by treaties ratified by the Senate at the last 
Session of Congress. I will say to him that there 
is no part of the United States in which there are 
80 small a number of Indian agents provided for 


I desire that the bill may 


the Indian reserves in proportion to the annuities, 
extentof territory, and numberof Indians, as there 
are in the Territory of Washington. 
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Mr. COLLAMER. When you have added | 
this number? i] 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Yes, sir; even with this || 
addition it will be smaller in proportion to the In- | 
dians than any other Territory in the United 
States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Vermont, to add at the end of section two, the 
following: 

Provided, That all the present temporary agents and sub- 


agents in Washington Territory shall be dismissed, and no 
others appointed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be reada 
third time. It was read the third time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have the 
yeas and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 26, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Brown, Clark, 
Clingman, Doolittle, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hammond, Hemp- 
hill, Johnson of Arkansas, Juhnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Rice, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson, Toombs, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, Sumner, Ten 
Eyck, and Wilson—12. 


So the bill was passed. 
GEORGE F. BROTT. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. No. 239) for the relief of George F. 
Brott, have instructed me to report it favorably, 
but with an amendment, in the nature of the bill 
that was passed here on the subject of mail route 
preémptions some time since. i ask the permis- 
sion of the Senate to put this bill on its passage 
at once, as I am instructed so to do by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that the hour for the special 
order is so near that there is hardly enough time 
for the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I will say to 
the Senate that I do not think it will take all the 
time that is left. There will be no debate on it. 
It is a plain case. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill which proposes to authorize George F. 
Brotttoenter lots Nos. 1,2,3,and 4, and the south- 
west quarter of the northwest quarter, and west 
half of southwest quarter of fractional section 
thirteen, and the south half of the northeast quar- 
ter, and the southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter, and the east half of the southeast quarter 
of section fourteen, and the east half of the north- 
east quarter of section twenty-three, and lot No. 
1, in section twenty-four, all in township one 
hundred and twenty-four north, of range twenty- 
eight west, in the Latriet of lands subject to sale 
at the land office at St. Cloud, Minnesota; these 
tracts containing five hundred and sixty-two and 
twenty hundredths acres, upon the payment by | 
i of the usual minimun of $1 25 per acre there- 

or. 

The amendment of the Committee on Public 
Lands is to add the following proviso: 

Provided, That said entry shall in nowise interfere with 
or einbrace any lands to which there is a valid subsisting 
claim under the preémption laws of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
tume. The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. SLIDELL, I understand that there is a 
communication an the table from the President of 
the United States that requires early attention. I 
move that it be taken up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
lay before the Senate the communication of the 
President, if there be no objection. 
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The Secretary read the President’s message, as 


follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


On the 26th day of April last, Lieutenant Cra- 


| 

| ven, of the United States steamer Mohawk, cap- 
tured the slaver Wildfire on the coast of Cuba, 
with five hundred and seven African negroes on 
board. The prize was brought into Key West 
on the 31st April, and the negroes were delivered 
into the custody of Fernando J. Moreno, marshal 
of the southern district of Florida. 


The question which now demands immediate 


decision is, what disposition shall be made of these 
Africans? In the annual message to Congress of 
December 6, 1858, I expressed my opinion in re- 
gard to the construction of the act of the 3d March, 
1819, ‘in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave 
trade,’’ so faras the same is applicable to the pres- 
ent case. From this { make the following extract: 


‘Under the second section of this act, the President is 


authorized to make such regulations and arrangements as 
he may deem expedient, for the safe-keeping, support, and 
removal beyond the limits of the United States, ot all such 
negroes, mulattoes, or persons of color captured by vessels 
of the United States, as may be delivered to the marshal of 
the district into which they are brought; and to appoint a 
person or persons residing upon the coast of Africa, as agent 
or agents for receiving the negroes, mulattoes, or persons 
of color, delivered from on board vessels seized in the pros - 
ecution of the slave trade by commanders of the United 


States armed vessels. 
** A doubt immediately arose as to the true construction 


of this act. It is quite clear from its terms that the Presi- 


dent was authorized to provide ‘ for the safe-keeping, sup- 
port, and removal’ of these negroes up till the time Of their 
delivery to the agent on the coastof Africa; but no express 
provision was made for their protection and support after 
they had reached the place of their destination. Still, an 
agent was to be appointed to receive them in Africa; and 
it could not have been supposed that Congress intended he 
should desert them at the moment they were received, and 
turn them loose on that inhospitable coast to perish for 
want of food, or to become again the victims of the slave 
trade. Had this been the intention of Congress, the em- 
ployment of an agent to receive them, who is required to 
reside on the coast, was unnecessary, and they might have 
been landed by our vessels anywhere in Africa, and left 
exposed to the sufferings and the fate which would cer- 
tainly await them. 

“*Mr. Monroe in his special message of 17th December 
1819, at the first session after the act was passed, announce 
to Congress what, in his opinion, was its true construction. 
He believed it to be his duty under it, to follow these unfor- 
tunates into Africa, and make provision for them there 
until they should be able to provide for themselves. In 
communicating this interpretation of the act to Congtess, 
he stated that some doubt had been entertained as to its 
true intent and meaning ; and he submitted the question to 
them, so that they might, ‘should it be deemed advisable, 
amend the same before further proceedings are had under 
it. Nothing was done by Congress to explain the act, and 
Mr. Monroe proceeded to carry it into execution according 
to his own interpretation. This, then, became the practi- 
eal construction.” 


_ Adopting this construction of President Mon- 
roe, I entered into an agreement with the Colo- 
nization Society, dated 7th September, 1858, to 
receive the Africans, which had been captured on 
the slaver Echo, from the agent of the United 
States in Liberia, to furnish them, during the 
period of one year thereafter, with comfortable 
shelter, clothing, and provisions, and to cause 
them to be instructed in the arts of civilized life 
suitable to their condition, at the rate of $150 for 
each individual. It was believed, that within that 
period they would be prepared to become citizens 
of Liberia, and to take care of themselves. 

As Congress was not then in session, and as 
there was no outstanding appropriation applica- 
ble to this purpose, the society were obliged to 
depend for payment on the future action of that 
body. I recommended this appropriation, and 
$75,000 were granted by the act of 3d March, 
1859, (the consular and diplomatic bill,) ‘‘to en- 
abie the President of the United States to carry 
into effect the act of Congress of 3d March, 1819, 
and any subsequent acts now in force for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade.’’ Of this appropri- 


ation, there remains unexpended, the sum of 


$24,350 90, after deducting from it an adyvanc 
made by the Secretary of the Interior, out of th: 


|| judiciary fund, of $11,348 40, 


I regret to say, that under the mode adopted in 
regard to the Africana captured on board ‘the 
Echo, the expense will be large; but this seems, 
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to a great extent, to be inevitable without a vio- | day was assigned for the consideration of the 


lation of the laws of humanity. The expendi- 
ture upon this scale for those captured on board 
the Wildfire, will not be less than one hundred 
thousand dollars, and may considerably exceed 
that sum. Still it ought to be observed, that dur- 
ing the period when the Governmentitself, through 
its own agents, undertook the task of providing 
for captured negroes in Africa, the cost per head 
was much greater than that which I agreed to 
pay the Colonization Society. 

But it will not be sufficient for Congress to limit 
the amount appropriated to the case of the Wild- 
fire. Itis pro we a judging from the increased 
activity of the slave trade, and the vigilance of 
our cruisers, that several similar captures may be 
made before the end ef the year. An appropria- 


tion ought, therefore, to be granted large enough | 


to cover such contingencies. 
The period has arrived when it is indispensable 
to provide some specific legislation for the guid- 


ance of the Executive on this subject. With this || 
view, I would suggest that Congress might au- | 


thorize the President to enter into a getieral agree- 
ment with the Colonization Society, binding them 
to receive on the coast of Africa, from an agent 
there, all the captured Africans which may be 
delivered to him, and to maintain them fora lim- 
ited period, upon such terms and conditions as 
may combine humanity towards these unfortu- 
nates, with ajusteconomy. This would obviate 
the necessity of making a new bargain with every 
new capture; and would prevent delay, and avoid 
expense in the disposition of the captured. The 
law might then provide that, in all cases where 
this may be practicable, the captor should carry 
the negroes directly to Africa, and deliver them 
to the American agent there—afterwards bring- 
ing the captured vessel to the United States for 
adjudication. 

he capturing officer, in case he should bring 
his prize directly to the United States, ought to 
be required to land the negroes in some one or 


more ports, to be designated by Congress, where | 


the prevailing health throughout the year is good. 


At these ports, cheap but permanent accommo- | 


dations might be provided for the negroes until 
they could be sent away, without incurring the 
expense of erecting such accommodations at every 
port where the capturing officer may think proper 
to enter. On the present occasion, these negroes 
have been brought to Key West; and, according 
to the estimate presented by the marshal of the 


southern district of Florida to the Secretary of | 
the Interior, the cost of providing temporary | 


quarters for them will be $2,500, and the aggre- 
* gate expenses for the single month of May will 
amount to $12,000. But this is far from being 
the worst evil. } 
fever will most probably prevail at Key West; 
and hence the marshal urges their removal from 


their present quarters at an early day, which must | 
be done, in any event, as soon as practicable, | 


For these reasons I earnestly commend this sub- 
ject to the immediate attention of Congress. | 
transmit herewith a copy of the letter and esti- 
mate of Fernando J. Moreno, marshal of the 


southern district of Florida, to the Secretary of | 


the Interior, dated 10th May, 1860, tegether with 
a copy of the letter of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to myself, dated 16th May. 

Itis truly lamentable that Great Britain and the 
United States should be obliged to expend such 
a vast amount of blood and treasure for the sup- 
pression of the Afriean slave trade, and this when 
the only portions of the civilized world where it 
is tolerated and encouraged are the Spanish islands 
of Cuba and Porto Rico. 

JAMES BUCHANAN, 

Wasninerton, May 19, 1860. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the message and 
accompanying papers be printed, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. I do not know 
that that is the most appropriate committee, but 
etill, | do not know of any other to which it can 
be more appropriately referred. 

Mr.MALLORY. Mr. President 

Mr. BROWN. I rise to a point of order. The 
hour fixed for the consideration of District busi- 
ness has now arrived. | see that the Senator from 
Florida rises to continue the debate, and I fear it 
will consume the day. I must object to the con- 
sideration of the question now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This hour to- 





Within a few weeks the yellow | 





| 


| business of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 presume the Senator from 
Florida will not occupy any time. 

Mr. MALLORY. Ido not see how the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi is so penetrating as to be 
able to see that I rose to make a speech which 
would lead to a debate that would occupy the 
whole day. I indicated no such design. My 
simple rising certainly was not an indication of 
it. Now, if he will permit me, I will simply sug- 
gest that the estimate of the expense of these ne- 
groes will be very much increased by every delay; 


| and instead of $100,000, which may be the ex- 


pense of a month, the Senate will readily see that 
it will swell to several hundred thousand dollars, 
if there is any delay. I simply give this notice 
to the Judiciary Committee that they may act 
with as thuch expedition as possible; that the 
negroes may be removed from the State of Flor- 

















ida as soon as can be, Of course, humanity would 
dictate that they should be retained there, and 
treated as other servants there are. ‘That, how- 
ever, cannot be done; and the expense of keeping 
them there will run up to at least five dollars a 
day for each negro. Policy would therefore in- 
dicate as speedy a solution of this question as 
ossible. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi waive his question of 
order? 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
print will go to the Committee on Printing. The 
message will be referred conformably to the sug- 
gestion of the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Does the motion to print 
the usual number of a message of the President 
go to the Committee on Printing? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 
rule, unless there be unanimous consent to con- 


| sider the motion at once. 


Mr. SLIDELL. 
will be granted. 

Mr. BROWN. I have no objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
hears no objection to the consideration of the 
motion to print the message. 

The motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


Mr. BROWN. I now call for the special order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The District 
business has been assigned specially for to-day. 
The first District bill on the Calendar is the bill 
(S. No. 76) for the benefit of public schools in the 
city of Washington, the pending question being 
en the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. anise as amended on the 
motion of the Senator from Iowa, [Mr. Haran, ] 
which is to add at the end of the second section 
of the bill: 

And provided further, That the ehild or children of no 
persons whose property shall be assessed and taxed under 
the provisions of this act, shall be debarred from the privi- 
lege of attending some of the public schools in said city. 
And that separate schools shall be provided for the educa- 
tion of the colored children of the District. 

Mr. BROWN. I rise to inquire of the Sena- 
tor who moved that amendment, whether he is 
prepared to withdraw it. If he is not, I propose 
to lay the billaside. I do not want the day to be 
consumed in discussing such a question. 

Mr. CLARK, I am notat the present time 
prepared to withdraw it. 

Mr. BROWN. Very well. Then I move that 
the further consideration of the bill be postponed 
for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MALICIOUS MISCHIEF. 


Mr. BROWN. I now move to take up Sen- 
ate bill, No. 147, to prevent malicious mischief 
and protect property in the District of Columbia, 
It was reported adversely upon; but I ask the 
Senate to consider it, so that we may get clear of it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
serting: 

That for the protection of farmers, gardeners, and other 

rsons owning or occupying land in the District of Colum- 
Cia outside of the limits of the cities of Washington or 
Georgetown, it shall be, and hereby is, made a misdemeanor 


I hope unanimous consent 
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for any person or persons to enter upon any lands o 
ises within the said District, and without the aid cage 
without having first obtained permission to do so froin th : 
proprietor or occupant of the same. That the cuttin : 
taking up of any tree or plant, or mutilating the cane * 
the taking of any grain, fruit, or vegetables, on o¢ — 
any such land, by any person or persons, Without hay;.. 
first obtained permission from the owner thereof, shai) be 
and is hereby, made the crime of larceny, and shal! be ny,’ 
ished accordingly. And that any person or persons ene 2 
ing upon the lands or premises of persons within the said 
District and without the said cities, with dog and gun, win, 
out the permission of the owner or occupant of said jana, 
or premises, and on being warned and notified to Jeaye the 
same, shall refuse or delay to do so, shall be liable to have 
their dog or dogs killed, and to pay a fine of not Jess tha 
five nor more than fifty dollars, according to the nature oy 
the offense. And any person or persons so offending and 
committing any assault or battery, or making any thitat o, 
violence or personal injury witha gun or other arms jn 
hand, shall subject himself or themselves to be arrested 
and be made liable to indictment, prosecution, and pupis), 
ment, by fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of tj, 
criminal court of the United States for the District of (9. 
lumbia. And that this act shall take effect from and alter 
thirty days from the approval thereof and publication of t). 
same in two daily papers printed in the city of Washine. 
ton. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I dislike to interefere wit) 
any bill of my friend, the chairman of the Com. 
mittee on the District of Columbia; but this js , 
bill punishing criminal offenses, composed, | yp- 
derstand, of four sections; and it appears to m 
that it ought either to be printed or undergo som 
revision, that we may see exactly what itis, |; 
is a bill of a character that ought to go to the Jy. 
diciary Committee for examination. I shall not 
insist on that; but I should like to see it printed, 
Mr. BROWN. The original bill was printed, 
and the committee reported against it. This isa 
substitute, which simply proposes to protect thy 
citizens of this District against trespasses; which, 
I understand from all parties, have become per- 
fectly intolerable. These wild, rattle-brained fel- 
lows about the streets and avenues here go out 
into the country with dogs and guns, trespass 0 
everybody’s property; and if a gentleman warps 
them to go away, the first salutation he gets is a 
volley of curses, with a threat, that if he inter- 
feres with them, they will use their guns and dogs 
on him. The nuisance has become perfeetly iu- 
tolerable. The amendment does not propose tha: 
the party trespassed upon shall take any remedy 
into his own hands; but it does provide a remedy 
against the offender, which, I think, will protec: 
innocent people frgm trespass; and surely they 
ought to be protected. If my friend from Louisi- 


| ana wants to see the amendment in print before 


he votes on it, I am perfectly willing to let tv 
question pass over; but the bill of four sections, of 
which he speaks, is not the question under cou- 
sideration. What I propose, is a substitute for 
that whole bill;.a very well-considered one. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I think my friend from 
Mississippi misunderstood me. Ido not mean 
to say that this legislation may not be proper; bu! 
I thinka bill of this kind ought to be open to verba! 
amendment or an examination of its framework 
by those of us who choose to look into it. The 
substitute, I understood, consisted of four sec: 
tions. 

Mr. BROWN. No. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If, however, the Senator 
from Mississippi desires the passage of the bul), 
if he will consent to let it lie over, so far as I am 
concerned, I am willing to look at it here in man 
uscript; but other Senators may want to look into 
itin print. I do not like to vote on a bill of this 
kind without examining it. 

Mr. BROWN. I shall not oppose the propo- 
sition of the Senator from Louisiana; but | beg 
remind the Senate that this isa matter of great 10- 
terest to the country people of this District, whe 
have been fearfully trespassed upon; and I give 
notice that I shall ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate some morning hour during the week to call up 
the bill for consideration. For the present, I move 
that the bill and substitute be printed, and that 
its consideration be postponed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr, BROWN. I now desire to say to my 
friend from Louisiana, and to other Senators, tha! 
in.view of the importance of this matter to the 
foeple of the country portion of the District,| 
shall ask the indulgence of the Senate during the 
coming week, in the morning hour some day, 
take it up; and, therefore, 1 hope every Senator 
who feels an interest in the question will look 
into the substitute, and be prepared to act on !t. 
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PROSPECT HILL CEMETERY. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, next proceeded to con~ 
sider the bill (S. No. 385) to incorporate the pro- 

rietors of Prospect Hill ane By this bill 
itis proposed that Augustus E. L. Kesse, John G. 
Stork, Frederick Heider, John Walter, John Gut- 
tensohn, B. Ostermeyer, Christopher Friess, and 
George Schultz, the present members of the Ger- 
man Evangelical Society, and their successors in 
that society, be created a body-politic and corpo- 
rate, by the name and title of the Prospect Hill 
Cemetery, in the District of Columbia, and by 
that name to have perpetual succession, and be 
able and liable to sue and be sued in any court of 
law and equity, to have and use a common seal, 
and to have panes to purchase ard hold not ex- 
ceeding one hundred acres of land in the District 
of Columbia, north of the limits’of the city of 





Washington, and to sell and dispose of such parts | 


of the land as may not be wanted for the purpose 
of a cemetery; but it is provided that at least sev- 
epteen contiguous acres shall be forever appro- 
priated and setapartasacemetery, with authority 
to that corporation to receive gifts and bequests 
for the purpose of ornamenting and improving the 
cemetery, and to hold such personal property as 
may be requisite to carry out this act. Other sec- 
tions provide for the appointment of a president, 
secretary, and board of directors, and prescribe 
their powers and duties; guard the cemetery 
against invasion for the construction of streets, 
&e.; provide punishment for the mutilation of 
tombs, monuments, or other structures, or trees, 
or plants, and otherwise provide for the carrying 
out of the objects of the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LITTLE FALLS BRIDGE. 


Mr. BROWN. I move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
202) to reimburse the corporation of Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, a sum of money ad- 
vanced towards the construction of the Little Falls 
Bridge. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill, which proposes to apppropriate the ne- 
cessary sum to repay to the corporation of George- 
town, in the District of Columbia, all moneys 
heretofore advanced by that corporation for and 
towards the construction of the bridge over the 
Potomac, at the point known as the Little Falls. 
The corporation of Georgetown, by accepting the 
provisions of this act, are to waive and surrender 
all further claim or demand on the Government 
of the United States, founded onany advancement 
of money or other thing toward the object therein 
specified, for any other purpose whatsoever. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 understood this bill was 
reperted adversely from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. It is so marked. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator is right; the bill 
was reported adversely upon; but upon further 
representations being made to the Senate, the whole 
subject was recommiutted, and the Senate commit- 
tee reported unanimously the bill which I hold in 
my hand, and which I now ask may be substituted 
for the bill read by the Secretary. I move to 
strike out ail after the enacting clause of the ori- 
ginal bill, and insert the following: 

That the sum of $4,600 be, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to repay to the corporation of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, all moneys here- 
tofore advanced by the said corporation for and towards the 
construction of the bridge over the Potomac, at the point 
known as the Little Falls. And the said corporation of 
Georgetown, by accepting the provisions of this act, shall 
Waive and surrender all further claim or demand on the Govy- 
ernment of the United States, founded on any advancement 
of money or other thing towards tire object herein specified 


for any other pur whatsoever. This act shali commence 
and be in foree from and after its passage. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman would ex- 
pins the principles on which we are to pay for the 

es of this bridge. 

Mr. BROWN. The whole case is this: the 
Government of the United States undertook the 
construction of this bridge, to cost some sixty or 
seventy thousand dollars. At the end of the fiscal 
year the epannpeiation was exhausted, and the 
work was left in a condition in which it would 





go to ruin, unless certain further expenditures 
were made upon it. The Secretary of the Interior 
was called upon, and he said he had no money, and | 
had no power to give anything out of the Treas- 
ury; but, without committing the Government in 
any way, he gave, as far as he could as a mere 
individual, an intimation that if the city of George- | 
town would advance the money, the Ti smermiokas | 
| 
j 


j 


would refund it. The city of Georgetown did 
advance this amount of $4,600, or a larger sum—I 
think something over $5,000; and a small portion 
of it was paid back out of some little fund—I do 
not know what; but there is a balance of that ad- 
vance made by the city of Georgetown towards | 
the construction ofa Government bridge, of $4,600, | 
which she asks may be returned to her. It was 
our bridge, and not hers. She did not undertake 
the construction Of it; but did this on Govern- 
ment account. That is the whole case. 

Mr. HALE. Well, Mr. President, under these | 
circumstances, I have no objection to reimbursing 
Georgetown; but I question, exceedingly, the | 
soundness of the principle by which we have been 
committed. As the money has been advanced, 
however, I think we ought to pay it. 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. ‘That is the prin- 
ciple upon which we put it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 


GERMAN BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. BROWN. I now move that the Senate | 

roceed to the consideration of the bill (HI. R. 
No. 523) extending the charter of the German 
Benevolent Association of Washington city, ap- 
proved July 27, 1842. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It is intended, by this legislation, to 
make provision that all those persons who are, or 
shall hereafter become, members of the German 
Benevolent Society of the city of Washington, 





District of Columbia, shall be a body corporate | 
and politic, by the name and style of the Ger- | 


man Benevolent ae? and shall so continue 


until the 3d day of March, 1880, and by that name | 


shall have perpetual succession, &c. The monthly 
contributions, and all other moneys received on 
account of the society, may, from time to time, 
be invested in the public stocks of the United 
States, in loans to individuals, or in stocks of any 
incorporated banking institution or corporation, 
and be drawn out of the bank or place of deposit 
only on the order of the treasurer, countersigned , 
by the secretary and approved by the president. 
The society is not, atany one time, to hold prop- 


erty exceeding in total value the sum of $20,000; | 


and the annual interest on the capital of the com- 
pany is to be applied to aid and succor the poor 


and destitute of the society, or to such other char- | 


itable objects as the company may select. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with an amendment, in page 2, 
line thirteen, to strike out the words ** record and 
in,’’ and insert ‘law and equity and in all;”’ so 
that the clause will read: 


And by that name may sue and be sued, implead and | 


be impieaded, answer «nd be answered, defend and be de- 





| 


| 
j 
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roperty of every description to the Columbia 

nstitution for the instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind, incorporated by an act of 
Congress approved February 16, 1857, on such 
terms and conditions as may be agreed upon b 
those corporate bodies and incorporated in nha | 
deed or instrumentof writing. The deed of transfer 
or instrument of writing is to be recorded in the 
recorder’s office for land titles, in the county of 
Washington, and District of Columbia, and the 
terms and conditions of the deed are to be as ob- 
ligatory upon the Columbia Institution as if they 
formed a part of its charter; and from the date of 
the record thereof, the trustees of Washington's 
Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum 
Society are to be forever thereafter absolved from 
theirtrust,and the act of June 13, 1842, conferring 
upon them corporate powers and privileges, is to 
be thenceforward repealed. . 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with an amendment, to add at 
the end of the bill the following: 

Provided, ‘That all the debts and pecuniary liabilities of 
the said Washington’s Manual Labor Sckool and Male 
Orphan Asylum shall be transferred to, assumed by, and 
be debts of, the said Columbia Institution for the instruc- 
tion of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind, which shall be 


| responsible therefor, and suits at law or in equity may be 


commenced against said last-mentioned corporation, the 
same as if said debts had been originally incurred by it. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred wm, and the 
billordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 





It was read the third time, and passed. 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD. 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I give way, 
now, to my colleague on the committee, the Sen- 
ator from Maryland, to call up a bill in which he 
is interested, and which he has reported himself, 
in reference to the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 
Before he does so, I wish to give notice that when 
that is disposed of, I shall ask the Senate to take 
up the bill in reference to damages growing out 
of the grading of streets in the city of Washing- 
ton. ‘ 

Mr. KENNEDY. I beg leave now to move to 
take up the bill S. No. 377. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 377) to authorize the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad Company to extend the Wash- 
ington branch of their road to the Potomac river, 
| and across the same, by an extension of the pres- 
ent structure known as the Long Bridge, for the 
purpose of connecting with the Virginia railroads 
at that point. It authorizes the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company to extend the Washing- 
ton branch of their road from a point in Wash- 
ington city, near G street north, passing through 
Ist street east, to near D street south; thence by 
a curve crossing New Jersey avenue, South Cap- 
itol street, and the canal, to E street south, and 
through the last-named street to the Potomac 
river; and to extend theJine of railroad across the 
river by means of a pile structure, adjacent to and 
connected with the Long Bridge, for a railroad 
track @n the eastern side of that bridge, so as to 
form a connection with the Virginia shore, and 








fended, in courts of law and equity and in all other places | 


whatsoever, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time. It was read the third time, and passed. 


COLUMBIA INSTITUTION. 


Mr. BROWN. I now move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 
426) being a bill to dissolve the Washington’s 
Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asylum 
Society of the District of Columbia, and to au- 
thorize the transfer of its effects to the Columbia 
Institution for the Instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to authorize the trustees of 
Washington’s Manual Labor School and Male 
Orphan Asylum Society of the District of Colum- 
bia, incorporated by an act of Congress approved 
on the 13th of June, 1842, by deed or other in- 


with such railroads as may be made or already 
have been made by authority of the State of Vir- 
gia to that point; but the widening or extension 
of the Long Bridge is to be constructed with suit- 
able draws forthe convenience of navigation. The 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company are also 


‘| authorized to construct a tunnel upon that portion 


of the line, authorized to be extended by this act, 
lying between a point near C street north, and the 





no injury to the public grounds, or permanent 
obstruction to the use of the streets for ordinary 
purposes; and the company is to have power to 
use steam or locomotive power on the whole or 
any part of the route. Power and authority are 
given to the company to lay a track, and to use 
the same for the transportation of passengers and 
freight, from some suitable point on the route to 
be extended to tide-water, between the Lon 

Bridge and the Navy-Yard, so as to be connecte 

with southern lines of steamboats plying on the 





west side of New Jersey avenue, so as to involve 


Potomac river. The comeneny are also to have 
| authority to lay a street track from some conve- 
nient point on the main route to the depot of the 


strument in writing, to transfer all their fundsand || company in Washington, and are to have power 
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to transport upon the same cars for burden and 





completed. ‘They are also to have authority to 


charge for the transportation of merchandise or | 
freight, of every description, upon the connecting 


railroad to the termini thereof at tide-water, and 
on the Virginia shore, at the rate of not exceed- 
ing twenty-five cents per ton net, and for the trans- 
portation of passengers at a rate not exceeding 
twenty-five cents for each passenger carried by 
them upon the connecting railroad. 

The Committee on the District of Columbia 
reported the bill with various amendments. 

Mr.CLARK. This isa bill, l understand, for 
a connection with the Baltimore ‘and Ohio Rail- 
road, 

Mr. BROWN. 
the amendments of the committee be read. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection to that; 


but I was going to ask that it be postponed for a | 


litte while. My attention has just been called to 

it by some of the people of Georgetown. 
r. BROWN. Address yourself to the Sen- 
ator from Maryland. He has the bill in charge. 
Mr.CLARK. I did not understand who had 

it in charge. 

Mr. BROWN. Iam opposed to the bill myself. 
Mr. CLARK. I will ask that it be postponed 
until I have an opportunity of examining it. The 
veople of Georgetown are largely interested in it. 
hey consider it to be very much to their detri- 
ment, and desire to have some facts and consid- 
erations presented, which I am not prepared to 
present now. I was in the ante-room of the Sen- 
ate conferring with some gentlemen in regard to 
it at the time it was called up, and that is the rea- 
son why I did not know who had it in charge. I 
simply ask that an opportunity be given to them 
to have some little time for presenting their views 
in regard to it. 


a statement for them, or in some other way. 
Mr. KENNEDY. 
will allow me, I am prepared to state all the ob- 
jections that may exist on the part of Georgetown 
to this bill. I should very much prefer to have 
it considered now, because it is one of very great 
importance to the traveling community between 
the North and the South. I have a map which 
shows that the only break in the whole line of 
travel between Portland, ig Maine, and New Or- 
Jeans occurs in this city. This company are ask- 
ing simply fora right of way to go under the 
grounds of this Capitol, to go around to the river, 
and there cross the Long Bridge, and connect 
with the whole of the roads of the Southwest. 
The Baltimore company, who are asking for 
this privilege, felt themselves called upon to un- 


dertake the work because the gap occurs at the | 


terminus of a lateral branch of the road of that 
company. They have invested in this branch, 
leading from here to Baltimore, a capital of some 
sixteen hundred thousand dollars, upon which the 
State.of Maryland charges them a tax of one fifth 
of their gross receipts. They have no particular 


interest themselves, eens in this thing; | 
H 


but in conformity with the wishes of railroads, 
both North and South, they have agreed to incur 
the expense of filling up a gap occurring here on 
the Government property. If they are required 


to go around by Georgetown, the expense will | 


be so great, and the distance so greatly increased, 


that 1 myself am prepared to say they will with- | 


draw the application at once. They will not en- 
tertain or consider a proposition to go to George- 
town; it is altogether inadmissible. I have the 
facts here before me to show that the cost of car- 
rying the road around by Georgetown, so as to 
form a junction with southern roads, will be al- 
most equal to the whole cost of the road from here 
to Baltuumore. 

This is some three miles shorter, and of course 


the expense of transportation and travel will be 
much decreased by this route, which they are | 
willing to undertake for the sum estimated by the | 
engineer, giving them a branch connecting down | 


the river with the southern lines by steamboat 
rtation of the mail an 


It is a matter of great interest to the people of 


p to people traveling between 
eans and New York. When this gap is 
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passengers, until such time as the tunnel shall be 


I suggest to the Senator to let |! 


2 I believe they were never heard | 
before the committee, and they desire to be heard | 
at some time, either by somebody who shall make | 


lf the honorable Senator | 





| sixty-two hours from New York to New Orleans. ' Mr. BROWN. 1 will say, with the = 


It will be a saving of some two hours. In con- 
| sideration of the demand made upon the Baltimore 
and Ohio company to embark in this enterprise, 
they are willing to undertake the expense that will 
be incurred, though the remuneration they will 
receive will be so trifling as to afford no object by 
| their undertaking it. If they are compelled to go 
|| by Georgetown, the cost on that route will amount 
|| to some nine hundred thousand or a million dol- 
] lars. ‘The road on the route fixed by the bill can 
|| be built for $240,000. 1 am prepared to say, that 
| the whole par will be defeated if the George- 

town peop 
reasonable groun 


' 





| 
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| 
| 
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have a hearing before the committee was, that we 
regarded it as utterly useless. The proposition 
to go to Georgetown will not be entertained by 
the Baltimore and Ohio company. If they are 
] disposed to throw obstructions of that sort in the 
| way, the whole thing will fail; I shall not bring 
|| it up again. 

| The Georgetown people say that the Long 
sridge here will by this means be made a perma- 
nent bridge. I think that bridge now is a mere 
| continuation of a street out of the city of Wash- 
|| ington, which can hardly be removed without 
|| breaking up and disturbing vested rights on the 
| other side of the river. The —_ convenience 
| 


| 
| 
| 
j 
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of the whole city is very much interested in the 
| permanency of that bridge, and I feel sure that it 
| will not be taken away. At all events, I am 
willing to say for the Baltimore and Ohio com- 
pany, that they willconsent to a provision being 
put into this bill providing that, if the bridge shall 
ever be taken away, they will abandon the whole 
thing. ‘They will build their road along side of 
the bridge, with the risk and the chance of the 
bridge being broken down. It is the shortest, the 
|| cheapest, and the most feasible route, and the 
|| only one that they are willing to accept. 
| Mr.CAMERON. Mr. President, I have great 
|| respect for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- 
} pany, because I[ think they have done wonders 
for the internal improvement of the country. 


| try, and it was completed amidst great difficulties. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
| in the-chair.) Will the Senator suspend his re- 
marks for a moment, so that the first amendment 
reported from the committee may be read, in 
order that the question may be distinctly pre- 
| sented before the Senate? 
| The Secretary read the amendment, which is, 
) in the first section, to insert after the word * pile,”’ 
| in the eleventh line, the words *‘ or other suita- 
| ble;’’ so as to read: 
| ‘To extend said line of railroad across the river, by 
| 


means of a pile, or other suitable structure, adjacent to and 
|| connected with the Long Bridge. 


|| Mr.CAMERON. 1 desire to say, without an 
‘more preface, that there are two or three amend- 
| ments which I desire to propose to this bill. 
|| While I give all credit to the Baltimore and Ohio 
| Railroad Company for their great enterprise, 
which has done a great deal of good, I must say 
that I do not believe they come here now exclu- 
sively for the purpose of serving the public. I 
think they come here to get a great benefit from 
Congress; one which will be of great service to 
, their stock, and which will enable them to derive 
greatadvantages. If you give them this right, 
without some alteration of the bill, you destroy 
private rights which have been recognized by 
Congress; and you destroy the interests of private 
individuals in this neighborhood, who have in- 
vested very large sums of money for the benefit 
of the public. A railroad has been made within 
| the last few years from the city of Alexandria to 
| this city, under the sanction of Congress, and in 
| the belief, on the part of the gentlemen who in- 
| vested their money in the enterprise, that they 
were going to be protected according to their char- 
ter. If you give this company the right to pass 
over the head Bridge now, you destroy the vested 
rights of that company, from the Long Bridge to 
| Alexandria. 

|| Mr, KENNEDY. The honorable Senator will 
allow me to say to him, that I think this bill is 
|| now drawn in entire concurrence with the views 
| of the Alexandria and Washington road. The 
|| Baltimore and Ohio branch will join that road at 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
' 
' 
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filled up by this route, the running time will be || the other end of the Long Bridge. 


e interpose these objections. I see no | 

for them myself; and the rea- | 

son ey | the Georgetown representatives did not 
n 
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| 
| 





Theirs was the first railroad started in this coun- | 


GLOBE. Ma 


|| conclusion my colleague on the co 
|| Senator from Maryland, is entirely 
|| The Washington and Alexandria Railroad Com. 


|| which it is now proposed to give to this company 


| their own. 








uy 19, 


dulgence 
that in that 
MMittee, the 
mistaken, 


of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 


il bitter] pose * 
pany are necessarily very bitterly opposed ¢ 
| whole scheme. They asked the a fenehin 


and Congress refused it. 

Mr. CAMERON. I was going to say that th. 
principal owner of this stock called upon me this 
morning to say that he had not been able to mak, 
any arrangement with the Baltimore and Ohio com. 
pany atall. The Baltimore and Ohio Railrogg 
Company, with its millions of capital, is disposed 
to treat these people, who have invested their one 
| or two hundred ihomnnd dollars as nothing, |p. 
| cause millions have great power over hundreds 

These_men have expended at least a hundred 
thousand dollars in making a railroad from Alex. 
andria to the end of this bridge, and they hay, 
been anxious, from the commencement, to cross 
the bridge or make any connection with the Bal- 
timore and Ohio railroad that Congress wou\d 
authorize them to do; but they appealed in yain, 
Now, you propose to destroy their rights, for the 
result of this bill will be, in my judgment, that 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, jp. 
stead of crossing the Long Bridge, so as to con- 
nect with the Alexandria railroad, will go dowy 
on this side of the river and make aconnection of 
Within the last year, one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand passengers have been 
carried between Alexandria and Washington on 
this railroad—an immense number of people—and 
yet scarcely anybody in Washington knows any- 
thing about the road. Instead of permitting these 
people to take their road directly across that bridge 


| 





and connect with the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 
you have compelled them to land at the bridge, 
go around by the windings of the river, and take 
a circuitous route to the depot here, occupying an 
hour for a journey which ought not to occupy 
more than ten minutes, and all because this great 
corporation desires to eat up that little one. 

I have one amendment now to propose, and 
then I have several others; because I tell you, 
Mr. President, this company is interfering with 
traveling and communication between the distant 
connections of this country in such a way as no 
corporation ever has done. When I go home, |! 
have to wait four or five hours in Baltimore, be- 
cause the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company 
is afraid that I, or somebody else, may pass over 
to Harrisburg, and thence to Northumberland, 
and. thence to Elmira, and thence to the great 
Northwest; or from Harrisburg to Wilkesbarre, 
and thence to the great Northeast, without paying 
toll to the city of Baltimore. They will not check 
my baggage through; and if their cars happen to 
be five minutes behind time in getting into Balti- 
more, I must wait five or six hours, instead of 
taking the train which leaves half an hour after 
they get there. They will not check baggage for 
me or anybody else, except those going directly 
between New York and Washington. The whole 
travel from the South is compelled, by the ar- 
rangement of this company, to go three hundred 
miles out of the way to get to Niagara Falls, in 
oe of going directly up. Mr. President, the 

iagara Falls are thirty miles nearer to the city 
of Washington than they are to the city of New 
York; and yet, all travelers from the South are 
compelled to go by Philadelphia, and thence to 
New York, and then to Albany, and around to 
Niagara; because this company will not make the 
other connections. Thatis what 1 complain 0! 

icularly. But the first amendment I propose, 

isto relieve these people down at Alexandria, who 
have built their little road; put in their little means 
to make a road between these two cities, whicli 
is now to be eaten up by this great corporation. 
My first amendment is in these words; and then 
I will talk about the baggage afterwards—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) 
The Chair will state to the Senator from Pen- 
sylvania, that the first question in order will be 
the amendments reported by the committee, 0! 
which action has not been had. 


Mr. CAMERON. I shall wait until they are 
disposed of. I-hope the Senate will vote down 


the pending amendment. ‘ 
a KENNEDY. Let the amendment be again 
read. 
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"Mi CLARK. I move that the further consid- 
eration of this bill be postponed until Saturday of 
next week, at one o’clock. — 

Mr.CAMERON. Make it Thursday. I would 
rather not fix Saturday for it, 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection; but I sup- 
posed we might take Saturday for District busi- 
Me t;. BROWN, Ido not desire to be embar- 
rassed at all by the motion, and I hope the Sen- 
ator will withdraw it for a moment, so that I may 
be in order in saying a word; and then he can 
renew it. A 

Mr. CLARK. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. I am opposed to this bill, 
though it comes from the committee of which I 
am chairman; and I protested against itin commit- 
tee, and I protest against it here. I think, with 
all deference to my friend from Maryland, my col- 
league on the committee, that he is entirely mis- 
taken in saying that even this company will not 
make the connection by green rdute, if you 
require them to do so; but if they do not, some- 
body else will. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
necessary. 

Mr. BROWN. It is very much more conve- 
nient and less expensive to make it by the route 
through the city of Washington and across the 
Long Bridge, as they propose, than to make it 
somewhere else; but this proposition is in total dis- 
regard of the whole former action of Congress on 
the subject; it is in total derogation of all the nat- 
ural rights of the little city of Georgetown. Itis 
a proposition to allow a mammoth corporation to 
monopolize great advantages, and that under the 
threat that unless they are allowed to do the thing 
as they choose, they will not do it at all; and that 
if they do not do it, nobody else will. 

They propose to go through the center of the 
city of Washington and across the Long Bridge, 
and why? Because to make that connection will 
be less expensive, according to their own account, 
by about four hundred thousand dollars; and they 
come to tell us that every railroad company from 
Portland, in Maine, to New Orleans, in Louisiana, 
is interested in this connection. So they are. 
These railroad companies have a capital of more 
than two hundred million dollars; and yet they 
higgle at the idea of expending $400,000 to make 
a connection through this city. They will mar 
the beauty of the national capital—that they are 
ready to do, if you will allow it. - They seek to 
get a perpetual right to run their steam cars, their 
burden trains, through your city, and to give to 
the commerce of Georgetown an everlasting death 
blow, by perpetuating the Long Bridge below the 
natural harbor of that city. They will break up 
this little company, of which the Senator from 
Pennsylvania has just now spoken; and swallow 
up all these interests, for what? In the soulless 
spirit in which corporations always act for them- 
selves, and in total disregard of the rights and 
interests of everybody else. 

Suppose it does cost $400,000 more to build the 
road in the right place; capital will build it; and 
if you will say to this mammoth Baltimore cor- 
poration, ‘* You shall not make the connection 
unless you make it as we tell you,”’ they will do 
it. The sprapes way to make the connection is 
around through Boundary street, crossing the 
Potomac at the aqueduct upon piers built there by 
the Government; and I tell ne that you have 
scientific reports on your archives now showing 
that the connection can be made in less time in 
that way than across the Long Bridge, giving no- 
body any annoyance, giving nobody any disturb- 
ance, not taking from the little city of Georgetown 
rights which were given to her by the God of 
nature. She is entitled to the navigation of the 
Potomac unobstructed. You have already thrown 
a bridge across the river below her, which has 
injured her commerce, dwarfed her resources, 
made her little and contemptible when she would 
have been a great and thriving city, but for the 
interference of this Government. 

Now, it is proposed to authorize this great 
mammoth corporation, which wields a capital of 
$40,000,000, to cross the bridge on a railroad at 
the same point. My friend from Maryland talks 
about your reserving the right to remove the 
bridge, and necessarily to remove the franchise 
of the railroad upon it. Sir, when did Congress 
ever move anything when it was once established? 
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Let this road cross there, with its $40,000,000 
capital, and its combinations everywhere that 
amount, perhaps, to $2,500,000,000, and then talk 
about breaking it up! You might as well under- 
take to pitch straws against a fearful hurricane as | 
to do anything against such an influence. That | 
is the common-sense view of it. They come here; | 
they interfere with members of Congress; they 
talk to them; they go through all the ramifica- | 
tions. I do not say that their money is going | 
to be used to bribe or corrupt members of Con- | 
ress. I am very far from insinuating that, and | 
am sorry that it is even necessary in the pres- 
ent state of congressional affairs to put in a pro- | 
test on that point; but they send their presidents | 
and secretaries and attachés and others, to say: | 
‘© We are interested in this thing; we do not want | 
this connection broken up.’’ They bring a per- 
sonal and direct influence to bear on Senators and 
Representatives, and the thing never will be done. 
If you allow this railroad company to throw its 
track across the river, at the site of the Long 
Bridge, you perpetuate the thing, and it will stand 
there to eternity, and never will be broken up. 

Ido not want to discuss the advantages and dis- 
advantages of Georgetown; but my principal ob- 
ject in rising, was to say that all this talk about 
their not making the connection, except it is done | 
just in this way, has not, from the beginning, 
struck me with any force. Ido not care the snap 
of my finger whether the Baltimore and Ohio 
Company undertake to do it or not; something 
else will. You have almost got your connec- 
tion now. The Loudoun and Hampshire road 
have already got the privilege, or are within an 
ace of it, of coming to Georgetown. I think the 
House of Representatives has some little amend- 
ment to that bill of ours, in which I have been 
notified by the honorable gentleman who presides 
over the District Committee in that House, that 
they are going to ask our concurrence in in a day 
or two. Iam certainly for agreeing to it, and I 
think the Senate will be. Then lay down your 
avenue railroad from Georgetown to the depot, 
here, and you have your connection—not so per- 
fectly as I desire; but certainly a railroad connec- 
tion through the whole line. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I beg to correct my friend. 
The Loudoun and Hampshire road does not con- 
nect at all with the southwestern lines. It runs 
in a different line. 

Mr. BROWN. My friend is mistaken. Itruns 
to Alexandria, and there connects with the Or- 


Hampshire road runs now from Alexandria to 
the interior of Virginia; but the company propose 
to run a branch of their road into the city of 
Georgetown, and Congress has given its consent 
to that. Then, 1 say again, when you connect 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad depot, just at the 
footof Capitol hill, by youravenue railroad with 
that line, you will have gota railroad connection 
clear through—not so perfect as I would desire 
it; but still a railroad connection which will lead 
to more permanent results after a while. It will 
lead to permanent results without the disadvant- 
ages which we are to suffer if we adopt this 
proposition. 

r. HALE. As the chairman has got pretty 
much through with his bills, and this matter does 


the Senate adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; there being, on 


a division—ayes 14, noes 12; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, May 19, 1860. 
The House metat eleven o’clock,a. m. Prayer 
eo Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PROVIDENT ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. HICKMAN. lLask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to report back from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary the following bill, and to 
put it upon its passage: 

An act (S. No. 62) to amend *‘ An act to incor- 
porate the Provident Association of Clerks in the 
civil Departments of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States in the District of Columbia.”’ 

Mr. THOMAS. Let the bill be read for in- 


formation. 


angeand Alexandria railroad. The Loudoun and | 


not seem to be distinctly understood, I move that | 
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The bill, which wag read, amends the charter || destroyed. 








of the Provident Associatiorof the Clerks in the 
civil Departments of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States in the District of Columbia,so that any 
member of the association may, on giving one 
month’s notice to the president and board of offi- 
cers, withdraw from the association, and receive 
out of the funds and assets of the association such 
sum as the president and board of officers may 
consider just and equitable, but in no case to ex- 
ceed the amount he may have contributed, with 
interest at the rate of six per cent., nor his dis- 
tributive share of the entire assets, if distributed 
pro rata to family interest at the time of such with- 
drawal. 

No objection being made, the bill was ordered 
toathird reading; and having been read the third 
time, it was subsequently passed. 

Mr. HICKMAN no a to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 


VACANCIES IN CERTAIN OFFICES. 


On motion of Mr. HICKMAN, it was ordered 
that the Committee on the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the act 
(S. No. 5) to supply vacancies in certain offices, 
and that the same be laid upon the table. 


COURTS IN THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. HICKMAN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, reported a bill 
(S. No. 148) concerning courts 1n the Territories; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 


APPEALS, ETC. 


Mr. HICKMAN also, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill (S. No. 4) concerning appeals 
and writs of error; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

FRANCIS CHANDONET. 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to call up the mo- 
tion which I entered some days since, to recon- 
sider the vote by which House bill No. 247, for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Francis 
Chandonet was passed. 

I propose to detain the House but a moment in 
reference to this matter. When I entered the mo- 
tion to reconsider, I must confess that I had but 
little hope that the motion would prevail. This 
is aclaim based upon revolutionary services; and 
the bill appropriates to the administrator of the 
party, who claims to have rendered the service, 
the commutation or half pay of the officer. The 
soldier, for whose benefit this bill is passed, died 
in 1810. The resolution of Congress, under which 
this claim for commutation or half pay is made, 
was passed in October, 1780; and now, fifty years 
after his death, a bill is introduced appropriating 
out of the public Treasury this five years’ com- 
mutation or half pay to Kis administrator. I ap- 
peal to gentlemen upon all sides of the House 
whether this character of legislation is not in itself 
wrong, even taking for granted all that is con- 
tained in the report of this case; and whether the 
voting of money to the administrator of a party, 
who has been dead for more than fifty years, ought 
not of itself to defeat a bill of thischaracter? The 
objection to voting this money to an administrator 
is this: the estate must have been settled long since. 
There certainly could not have been an adminis- 
tration lasting fifty years in the settlement of an 
estate. And if an administrator has been ap- 
| pointed for this special purpose, that is wrong. 

f the party is entitled to the money, incorporate 
in this bill the legal representatives of the soldier, 
and vote the money to them. 

The House will understand the character of this 
bill by hearing read the report, not more than one 
inch long, in which ali the facts are taken for 
granted, there being no proof; and no statement 
of facts showing that this party did not receive 

his commutation pay. It simply says that the 
records of the Treasury Department do not show 
that he did receive it. 

We all understand that the reason why these 
old claims are trumped up and brought here, is the 
fact that the evidence which may have existed in 
the archives of the Government, has been lost or 

Now, if the House sees fit to recon- 


lea bee 


epee ; 
ite ga tig wa : 
eee ceecanen tt Ont arene, 


megs os 


ae 


sxe RY vs eres 
Oe ae 


= 


Sit rg. 
Sees or oe 





+ 
4 





a 


et 
cS 


2198 


sider the vote, well; if not, 1 want the matter dis- 
posed of. 

One word further: if the vote is reconsidered, 
I say to the House that I desire to amend the bill 
#0 that, if itshould pass, the money shall go to the 
heirs-at-law of this man, and shall not be drawn by 
ihe administrator from the public Treasury, and 
then, under the authority ms an administrator 
possesses, paid over in part to the claim agent 
who is now lobbying around this Hall, as a bonus 
for his efforts in getting this bill through. 

Mr. FERRY. I believe that this bill was re- 

vorted from the Committee of Claims by myself. 
| have no objection to theamendment suggested by 
the gentleman from Kentucky. This billis simi- 
lar to those passed last Congress. At that time 
the House directed the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims to reéxamine these cases in reference 
to the effect of the statute of limitation upon claims 
of this kind, and to report tothe House upon their 
merits. ‘This case, and several others, were ex- 
amined, and upon their merits, and a prima facie 
was made out in this case, in favor of the admin- 
istrator and legal representatives of the soldier. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire whether there 
is not a general bill pending before the House to 
apply to this class of claims? 

ir. FERRY. There was a large number of 
these cases referred to the committee which had 
been before the Court of Claims. 1 think this is 
one of them. They were rejected by the Court 
of Claims solely upon the ground of the statute 
of limitations. ‘That report of the Court of Claims 
came into this House at the last session; and the 
House, feeling that it would be unjust for the 
Government to set up the statute of limitation, 
referred back all these claims to the committec, 
with instructions to report upon the merits of 
each. At the last session the committee did re- 
port upon the merits of these claims, this one in 
particular, favorably. The bill which was pre- 
pared at the last session, from which this bill was 
copied, does not, as stated by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, contain a provision that the money is 
to be paid to the legal representatives. 1 think, 
myself, if the bill is to pass, it ought to contain 
that provision; and I am perfectly willing that the 
vote should be reconsidered for the purpose of 
making that amendment; and then let the House 
decide whether these claims, against the justice 
of which there is nothing appearing before the 
committee, and nothing before the Court of Claims 
but the statute of limitation, should or should not 
be paid by the Government. 

Mr. MILLSON. The gentleman from Con- 
necticut stated that these claims were rejected by 
the Court of Claims solely on the ground of the 
statute of limitations. I beg to say that the Court 
of Claims has never examined any of the claims 
at all, and formed no opinion with regard to any 
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of them, but simply declared that, inasmuch as 
the statute of limitations barred these cases, they 
do not consider them at all. 

Mr. FERRY. Exactly as I stated. The only 
cause why the Court of Claims reported against 
them was the existence of the statute of limita- 
tions. Whether they examined the cases or not, 
I do not know. 

The gentleman from Indiana inquired whether 
a general bill had not been reported, applicable to 
these claims. The gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Fenton] has reported a general bill appli- 
cable to these claims; and the committee, some 
weeks since, through myself, reported also a bill 
repealing the statute of limitations, so that the 
Court of Claims may go behind the statute, and 
adjudicate these cases on their merits. But the 
entire uncertainty of the passage of either of these 
bills, at this or at any future session, is such as 
to render it proper, in case this claim is a just 
one, that it should be disposed of at once. 

Mr. FENTON. In reply to the inquiry of the 
gentleman from Indiana, I beg to say there is a 
general bill now before the House which the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Ciaims authorized me 
to report, which provides for the settlement of the 
claims of the officers and soldiers of the revolu- 
tlonary army, embracing the case now before the 
House. , That bill provides for the half pay of 
officers of the revolutionary army, agreeably to | 
the resolution of Congress of October, 1780, de- | 
ducting the commutation certificates received by | 
them under the act of August 4, 1783, and also 
deducting any ameuntthat may have been received 
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by them under the act of 1828. It therefore em- 
braces the case provided for in this bill. 

I have given notice to the House that [ shall call 
up this general bill on Wednesday next; and I 
would therefore suggest to the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. Burnett] that he allow this mo- 
tion to reconsider to remain suspended until af- 
ter Wednesday next, when we can have the de- 
cision of the House on this general bill, which 
would embrace this and other cases on the Calen- 
dar. Ihave no reply at this time, to make to the 
remark of the gentleman from Kentucky that the 
amount appropriated in this bill is simply a bonus 
from the Government. I have only to say that, 
in my judgment, the act of August 4, 1783, did 
not satisfy the claims of officers under the ae tor 
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| contract under the resolution of 1780, even thoug 
| they did receive commutation certificates. 
| bill, however, proposes to deduct these commuta- 
| tioncertificates from all officers who received them. 


The 


1 hope the gentleman from Kentucky will permit 


| this motion to reconsider to pass over until action 


shall have been had on this general bill. 

Mr. FERRY. I hope the case will not be 
passed over untilafter action shall have been taken 
on the general bill, but that the course suggested 
by the gentleman from Kentucky will be pursued 
so far as reconsidering the vote already taken, 
then amending the bill, as suggested by fies, and 
having a vote taken on it by the House. There 
is a principle involved in this bill which is also 
involved in many other bills that are now pend- 
ing before the committee. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I would like 
to inquire of the gentleman from Connecticut 
whether there is anything peculiar in this case that 
takes it out of the general class of cases covered 
by the bill before the House, reported by the gen- 
tleman from New York? If there is not, then I 
take it that no special case should be considered 
by the House until this general bill shall have 
been acted on. : 

Mr. FERRY. I ought to state that this bill 
once passed the House. The papers went from 
the ean to the Senate. The gemtleman from 
Kentucky wished to move to reconsider, and for 
that purpose sent to the Senate to get the papers 
back, and entered a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Is there any- 
thing to distinguish the equities of this case from 
the general class of similar cases covered by the 
general bill reported to the House? 

Mr. FERRY. Iam not aware that there is. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Then Iam 
opposed to reconsidering it at this oratany other 
time. If the House be of opinion that there is a 
general class of cases that ought to be provided 
for and paid by the bounty of the Government, 
then, of course, it would be right to pass a bill for 
that purpose; but if the House should decide 
against the general bill, then | am opposed to spe- 
cial legislation in special cases. 

Mr. FERRY. The difficulty about the matter 
is this: as I understand, the general} bill has once 
passed the House at a former session, and failed 
in the Senate. There is not only no certainty, but 
there is the greatest uncertainty, that either of 
these general bills will be reached; or if reached, 
will be passed by both Houses of Congress. 

In the mean time, here are the cases of persons 
who performed service for the Government under 
contract—for the resolution of Congress has been 
held by the Court of Claims to be in the nature of 
acontract. They are justly entitled, under the 
contract, to compensation. They have lain out 
of that compensation for half a century; and now 
their heirs and representatives ask the Govern- 
ment to pay them what the Government agreed 
by solemn resolution to pay them. 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. Then, that is 
an argument in favor of all the cases. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have very little choice as 
to the course to be pursued in regard to this bill, 
except it is to be defeated. I think it ought to be 
defeated. I want to call the attention of the gen- 
tleman to another fact connected with this report. 
The resolution of October, 1780, was only in- 
tended to apply to those officers who were com- 
missioned by Congress. There is no proof, nor 
does this report allege, that this man (Francis 
Chandonet) was ever commissioned by Congress 
atall. The report would rather negative the idea 
that he was commissioned by Congress. This 
is a case that has been before the Court of Claims; 
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and the gentleman from Connecticut says jt w 
rejected on the sole ground of the statute of jj ™ 
itations. | take it for granted that the gentlema, 
from Connecticut is a lawyer, and he wil] —_ 
well understand that, where an ordinary act; ; 
at law is brought, an action on account—debitar,.. 
assumpsit—if the party sets up in his place - 
statute of limitations, the court passes, not o,, 
the merits of the case atall, but only on the hts. 
tion of the statute of limitations. So it is ip this 
case; the court saying that it was barred by the 
statute of limitations. They only passed on tha, 
branch of the case, and refused to consider the 
case on its merits. So that that statement is wort) 
nothing in recommendation of this case. 

There is gnother thing. The gentleman from 
Connecticut says that these parties have been ko t 
out of their pay for half a century, and that that 
is a reason why they ought now to be paid; fo, 
when parties permit their claims, to which they 
are entitled, to sleep for more than half a century 
the presumption, in my mind, is, that the parties 
obtained what they were entitled to. I believe that 
this claim, reported upon for the first time on the 
22d of March, 1860, is an after-thought on the part 
of those whoare interested in obtaining thisamount 
of money from the Government. That is the view 
that I take of it. 

Now, I will say this to the gentleman: if jt js 
the intention of Congress to recognize these old 
claims, and to pass a law for the purpese of reopen- 
ing them, there is nothing in this case that gives it 
a peculiar claim on the consideration of Congress 
over other claims of the same class. If itis your 
intention to pass a general law, no individual case 
should be taken out of the operation of that gen- 
eral law; but they should all stand upon an equal- 
ity. I now move to postpone the motion to recon- 
sider until Friday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF JOHN MOSHIER. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House that the Committee of the Whole 
House be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the House bill (No. 359) for the relief of 
the legal representatives of John Moshier, and that 
it be put upon its passage. 

Mr. COX. I think that bill ought to take its 
regular course upon the Calendar. {[ must object. 

r. LOVEJOY. I hope there will be no ob- 
jection. There was buta single objection the 
other day. 

Objection was made. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. NOELL. I desire to give notice that on 
some day next week I shall call up the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which Senate bill No. 104 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
for the purpose of putting it upon its passage. | 
give this notice in order that gentlemen may have 
an opportunity to examine the bill. It is a bill 
for the adjustment of private land claims in the 
States of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Florida. 


LIBRARY OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. TRAIN. Lask the unanimous consent 0° 
the House to make the following report from the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds: 


The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, to 
which was referred the communication of the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, under date of March 28, 1%, 
have considered the same, and report the accompanyil¢ 
resolution. C.R. TRAIN, Chairman. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives is hereby authorized, in connection with the archi- 
tect of the Capitol extension, to cause the Speaker’s room 
of the old Hall of the House of Representatives, Sergeant-at- 
Arms’s room, the passage-way on the east side of said Hall, 
and the Speaker’s gallery, to be fitted up, in connection 
with the room over the corridor connecting the old and new 
Halls, for the purposes of the Library of the House of Rep- 
resentatives; and the sum of $3,000 is hereby authorized 
to be paid out of any unexpe balances of the contin- 
gent fund of the House of Representatives, for the purpos® 
of carrying this reselution into effect. 


Mr. BURNETT. Is that a joint resolution’ 

The SPEAKER. It is not. ; 

Mr. TRAIN. It relates to our own library. 

Mr. BURNETT. It makes an appropriation 
of $3,000. I cannot give my consent to any such 
legislation, and I therefore object. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 


Mr. TAPPAN. [ask that a bill, which I in- 
advertently reported yesterday, in the case o! 


ee 


Ce 


PGR eae 


x 





1866 


Major 
tee of 
It we 


Mr. ! 
that, or 
olution 
gress. 
tion pa 
the Sel 
busine! 


Ont 
procee 
Senate 
of refe 
should 

The 
posed 

Ab 
tain la 
Kanse 
ament 
dian J 

Ar 
taw, 4 
copies 
docur 
ritori 
mitte 

Ar 
of the 
ferred 

Ai 
legal 
and r 

Al 

{row 

mitte 

A 
Guth 
and 
sion! 

A 
late | 

Was 

to th 

A 
repre 
ner. 
on J 

A 
Rite 
time 
ciar' 
A 
Cra\ 
ferre 
A 

& D 
refet 
A 
jami 
er 
ond 
vate 
A 
and 
and 

A 
(or 
ferr 

A 
Las 
refe 

! 
Hu 
a fi 
mit 

i 
Ke 
to 


4 


Re 


‘ 


0 
er: 
an 
on 


M 








on 
lus 
he 


on 


Lig 
he 
lat 
he 
th 


m 
pt 
at 
ir, 


‘y 


es 
at 
he 
rt 


its 


he 


1860. 





sp of Claims. 
ee so ordered. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. I desire to give notice | 
that,on Monday next, { intend to introduce a res- | 
olution providing for the adjournment of Con- 
eress. 1 have no doubt that if we had a resolu- | 
ton passed fixing the day for the adjournment of | 
the Senate and House, we should do as much | 
business in one day as we now do in two. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. PETTIT, the House then 
yroceeded to the consideration of bills from the 
Senate upon the Speaker’s table, for the pur Dose 
of reference, with the understanding that no bills 
should be brought back by motions to reconsider. 

The following bills were then taken up and dis- 
iosed of, as indicated below: 

A bill (H. R. No. 637) to s@tle the titles to cer- 
tain lands set apart for the use of certain half-breed 
Kansas Indians, in the re of Kansas, with 
amendments. Referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. ; 

A resolution (S. No. 5) for supplying the Choc- 
taw, Cherokee, and Chickasaw nations with such 
copies of the laws, Journals, and public printed 
documents, as are furnished to the States and Ter- 
ritories. Read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

A resolution (S. No. 34) in relation to the works 
of the exploring expedition. Read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

A resolution (S. No. 273) for the relief of the 
legal representatives of J.G. Martin. Read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Forcign Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 271) for the relief of John P. 
Brown. Read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 268) for the relief of Mary K. || 
Guthrie, widow of Presly Guthrie. Read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- | 
sions. 

A bili (S. No. 255) for the relief of Elias Yulee, | 
late receiver of public moneys at Olympia, in| 
Washington Territory. Read twice, and referred 












to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (S. No. 253) for the relief of the legal | 
representatives of Wetonsaw, son of James Con- |, 
ner. Read twice, and referred to the Committee || 
on Indian Affairs. ° 

A bill (S. No. 245) for the relief of Sweeney, || 
Rittenhouse, Fant & Co. Read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary. |] 

A bill (S. No. 244) for the relief of S. A. M. | 
Craven. Read a first and second time, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 241) for the relief of McFarlan | 
& Downey. Read a first and second fime, and | 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

A bill (S. No. 240) to confirm the title of Ben- || 
jamin E, Edwards to a certain tract ofland in the || 
Territory of New Mexico. Read a firstand sec- | 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill (S. No, 237) for the relief of J. W. Dyer | 
and W. W. Dyer. Read a firstand second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of Willis A. 
Gorman. Read a first and second time, and re- || 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 232) for the relief of Frederick || 
L. Colclaser. Read a first and secgnd time, and | 
referred to the Committee on lnvelll Pensions. 

A bill (S. No, 227) for the relief of Laura C. 
Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber. Read | 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

A bill ¢. No. 225) for the relief of Annie D. | 
Keeves. Read a first and second time,and referred | 
to the Committee on Inyalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. No. 223) for the relief of J. J. Lints. 
Read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims, 

A bill (S, No. 222) for the relief of Mary Feath- 
erstone, widow of John Featherstone. Read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee | 
on Invalid Pensions. 

A bill (S. No. 95) for the relief of Elizabeth | 
Montgomery, heir of Hugh Montgomery. Read | 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. | 








|| place the name of Nathan Randall, of New York, 


| the 2ist of September, 1851; that while in service, 
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servation of the eclipse of the sun, which will || 
occur on the 18th day of July next. Read a first || 
and second time, and referred to the Committee || 
on the Library. 

Abill(S. No. 416) to secure homesteads to actual | 
settlers on the public domain, and for other pur- || 
poses. Read a first and second time, and referred |) 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

A bill (S. No. 274) for the relief of Townsend || 
Harris, or his heirs or legal representatives. Read || 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 285) for the relief of John Bran- || 
non. Read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

A bill (S. No. 281) for the relief of D. G. Far- 
ragut. Read a first and second time, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill (S. No. 441) for the relief of the heirs or 
legal representatives of Jean Hudry. Read a first || 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move now that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
House, for the purpose of taking up the Private 
Calendar. 








CHOCTAW CLAIMS. 


Mr. REAGAN. [ask the gentleman from New 
Hampshire to allow me to have a letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in reference to the set- 
tlement of the claims of Choctaws heretofore 
made, taken up and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I will not object, if no one else || 
does. 

There being no objection, the letter was taken 
up and so referred. 

Mr. MOORHEAD. I ask the gentleman from 
New Hampshire to allow me to offer a joint res- 
olution. It will take but a minute. 


Major Fitzgerald, be recommitted to the Commit- | A resolution (S. No. 35) providing for the ob- | 


2199 


pension roll, at the rate of eight dollars per month, 
commencing on the 2Ist of May, 1858. 

The report was read. Itappears therefrom that 
Mary J. Maddux is the widow of Edward C. 





| Maddux, who was a lieutenant in the volunteers 


from Missouri, in the Florida war, and afterwards 
served as a private in Captain Hardin’s company 
of the fourth Kentucky volunteers, in the war 
with Mexico; that while engaged in such service 
his health became permanently impaired, and con- 
tinued so until the time of his death, which oc- 
curred in Bardstown, Kentucky, May 21, 1858; 
that the name of the deceased was inscribed on 
the pension roll, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, on the 18th of July, 1851, and that he 
continued to draw his pension up to the time of 
his death. It further appears that he died in in- 


| digent circumstances, leaving the petitioner and 
i s . 

| a daughter unprovided for, and that mother and 
| daughter are in feeble health, and unabletto do 


anythiné whatever to obtain a living. 

‘here being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

CILAUNCEY W. FULLER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 395) for the relief of Chaun- 


or Fuller. 


he bill directs the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Chauncey W. Fuller upon 
the invalid pension roll, at the rate of seventeen 
dollars per month, to commence on the Ist of 


| April, 1858, and to continue during his natural 


life. 
The report was read, showing the ——— state 
of facts: Fuller was in the service of the United 


| States in the war of 1812 between the United States 


and Great Britain; that he enlisted therein on the 
15th of June, 1812, at Middlebury, Vermont, in 
Captain Butler’s company of the gecond regiment 


|, of light dragoons; that he was in active service 





Mr. TAPPAN. 





matters. I must insist on my motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 


|| Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Pue.rs in 


the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
Private Calendar, commencing where the reading 
was suspended on the last objection day. 

The reading of the Calendar was proceeded | 
with, and such billsas were not objected to were, 
without debate, laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that they do pass. 


NATHAN RANDALL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 393) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Nathan Randall. 
The bill directs the Secretar 


of the Interior to 





on the invalid pension roll, at the rate of eight 
dollars per month, and to pay him at that rate 
from the 12th of January, 1858, during his nat- 
ural life. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
Randall enlisted in the service of the United States 
as a private in company G, commanded by Cap- 
tain Robert Anderson, in the third regiment Uni- 
ted States artillery, commanded by Colonel Gates, 


in September, 1546, for the term of five years, 
|| and that he was honorably discharged on or about 


and in the line of his duty, at the storming of 
Chepultepec, in Mexico, he was wounded in the 
forehead by a musket ball; that the wound has af- 
fected his brain, and caused attacks of fits, which 
he has ever since been afflicted with. Also, that, 
while in the city of Mexico, in September, 1847, 


'| he was attacked with Mexican diarrhea, which 


became and continues to be chronic; that he is, 
by either one of these diseases, rendered unable 
to obtain his subsistence by manual labor. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


MARY J. MADDUX. 
A bill (H.. R, No. 394) for the relief of Mary 
J. Maddux. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


place the name of Mrs. Mary J. Maddux, widow 
of Edward C. Maddux, of Kentucky, upon the 


There area dozen gentlemen || 
| around me who also want me to yield for other 


until 1816; was in service under General Dear- 
born; was afterwards selected and sent to Green- 
bush, in New York, for the purpose of military 
| drill; was afterwards appointed orderly sergeant, 
| and served under General Hampton. In Feb- 
ruary, 1814, he proceeded, under the command of 
General Wilkinson, to Cole’s Mills, and was in 
an engagement with the enemy. In the month of 
| July following he went to Chazee and Champlain, 


|| under General Izard, acting as drill-master; re- 


turned to Plattsburg in August, where he remained 
acting as sergeant, under the command of General 
Macomb; that he was severely wounded by being 
fired upon by a party of the enemy while recon- 
noitering at the command of General Macomb; 
the wound was in his right thigh, near the groin. 
Before the wound healed he peformed light duty, 
in the discharge of which the petitioner got thor- 
oughly wet, and took cold in the wound, and was 
confined for six weeks. Afterwards he was ap- 
pointed provision marshal, which position he held 
until after the consolidation of the peace estab- 
lishment at the close of 1815, when he was trans- 
ferred to the corps of artillery,in Captain Church- 
ill’scompany, of which company he wasappointed 
orderly sergeant. Inthe summer of 1816 he went 
to Governor’s Island, New York, and was dis- 
charged in October of that year, filed an applica- 
tion and papers in the Pension office for the pur- 
pose of obtaining a pension under the act of 
Congress granting pensions to invalid soldiers; 
and the application was rejected on the grounds 
‘* that he was not discharged until two years after 
he was wounded, and then, that he was so good 
aman that he had to furnish two substitutes;’’ and 
the Commissioner remarks that ‘‘ from those facts 
it is not conceived how his present disability can 
be attributed solely to the wounds he received 
forty years ago.’’ It appears from the evidence 
that he is entirely disabled; and from his own affi- 
davit, and that of several surgeons, that such dis- 
ability is in consequence of the wounds received 
as above stated. : 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

MICHAEL R. CLARK. 


A bill (H. R. No. 396) for the relief of Michae! 
R. Clark. 

The bill directs the Seeretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Lieutenant Michael R. Clark on 
the invalid pension roll, and pay him a pension at 

i| thirty dollars per month, instead of his present 
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half pay of fifteen dollars per month which he is 
now receiving, to commence fromthe Istof March, 
1860. 

The report wasread. Itappears therefrom that 
Clark duneeel his services as a soldier for and 
dyring ibe Mexican war, on the Ist of December, 
1846, at Columbia, South Carolina, and was after- 
wards elected second lieutenant in Captain Wil- 
liam D. De Saussure’s company, (H,) in Colonel 
Pierce M. Butler’s. regiment South Carolina vol- 
unteers. Heserved until October, 1847, when he 
was discharged from active service, for disability, 
on sick leave, for the residue of the war. He acted 
as adjutant in Colonel Butler’s regiment in the 
battles of Churubusco and Chepultepec, in which 
latter battle he was badly eetied while charging 
the enemy on the 13th of September, 1847. His 
sickness and disability continuing, he was fully 
discharged on the 7th of July, 1848, by general 
ordersNo. 36. He is still suffering from the wound, 
and is now totally disabled from obtaining a sab- 
sistence for himself and family by manual labor; 
and, from the nature of his wound, he is liable at 
any time to become more disabled. His half-pay 
invalid pension commenced from March 1, 1855, 
the day his evidence was completed. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 


ANN G. BARKER. 

A bill (H.R. No. 397) granting a continuation of 
pension to Ann G. Barker. 

Mr. BRABSON. [ask that that bill be passed 
over for the present. I think that the House will 
not be called upon to act upon it finally. 

. geo 

The bill was passed over informally. 


SARAH BLACKWELL. 


A bill (H. RyNo. 398) granting a pension to 
Sarah Blackwelf 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to | 
place the name of Sarah Blackwell on the invalid 


pension roll, and pay her a pension, at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, from the 13th of April, 
1858, and continue during widowhood, 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 


Sarah Blackwell is the widow of James L. Black- | 


well, who volunteered at Fort Smith, about the 
15th of July, 1846, for twelve months in the Mex- 
ican war, under Captain Felch, and her affidavit 
sets forth that he remained in the service until the 
last day of January, 1847, when he died of disease 
contracted in the service, and while in the line of 
his duty. ‘The Commissioner of Pensions states, 


in a letter to Hon. J.S. Puerrs, thatthe battalion | 


to which Blackwell belonged was empleyed in 
defense of the frontiers of Arkansas, but never 
started to the seat of the war. His widow is in 
very feeble health, about forty-four years of age, 
was a widow at the time of this application, and 
has three children, aged about nineteen, sixteen, 
and fourteen years. The Commissioner of Pen- 
sions rejected her claim for a pension, on the 
ground that her husband having been kept at Fort 


Smith for the purpose of protecting the frontiers | 


of Arkansas, and not having marched to Mexico, 
the seat of war, she was not entitled under any 
existing law. The committee do not believe that 
such a discrimination is just, and report a bill. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

ADALINE CADDIS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 399) granting a pension to 
Adaline Caddis. 

The bill directs the Secretarg of the Interior to 
place the name of Adaline Caddis on the invalid 
pension roll, and pay her a pension, at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, from the 12th of March, 
1860, and continue during life. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
Henry Caddis was private in Captain Montgom- 
ery D. Corris’s company of the Virginia regiment 
of volunteers in the Mexican war ; that he was 
discharged at Buena Vista, in Mexico, on sur- 
gE on’s certificate of disability, and that the disa- 

ulity was brought on while in the service of the 
United States and in the line of his duty. His 
widow states in her petition thatshe was informed 
that her husband started home, and that on ac- 
count of his diseased condition he was left by his 
comradeina dyingcondition. She has never heard 
from him since. There is no evidence on file of 


his death, nor is there any evidence that he was 
abandoned by his comrade, except her statement 
in the petition. She is still a widow. She states 
that she cannot find her husband’s comrade. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reperted to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


JAMES FLOYD. 
A bill (H. R. No. 400) for the relief of James 


Floyd. 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of James Floyd on the invalid 


pension rolls of the United States, at the rate of 


eight dollars per month, to commence on the 28th 
of January, 1858, and to continue during his nat- 
ural life. 

Mr. BURNETT. If the committee will give 
|| me unanimous consent to amend that bill, so as to 
|| make it take effect from the time of its passage, I 
will not object. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
will not be so amended. 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well, sir; if the gen- 
tleman is not willing to take that amendment, I 
will object. 

Mr. BRABSON. Will the gentleman hear the 
report read ? 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
James Floyd enlisted in the service of the United 
States as a private in the company commanded by 
Captain Stokes, in the regiment commanded by 
Lieutenant Turpin, during the war with Great 
Britain, in 1812; that he was honorably discharged 
by Lieutenant Turpin on the 13th of October, 
| 1814, at Camp Flornoy, Georgia; that while in 
| the service, he became disabled at a place known 
by the name of Foxe’s Old Fields, in Rowan 
county, North Carolina, in March, 1813, by being 
thrown from a horse and wounded in his rightleg, 


I hope it 





a soldier, and on account of which disability he 
|| was discharged. The petititioner has resided, 
| since his discharge, in the county of Davidson, 
|| North Carolina. These facts are established by 
|| the testimony of several aged witnesses, who 
knew the petitioner, and were personally knowing 
to the injury he received while in the service. He 
is now acounty charge from such disability. The 
Commissioner of Pensions rejected his claim for 





sufficiently clear that the petitioner’s present dis- 


ability resulted from the injury he received while 
Bl " 


: ae 
|| pension, on the ground ** that it did not appear 


in the service.’? The committee are of opinion 
that the case is clearly proved and every way 
| meritorious, and therefore report a bill granting 
|| him a pension from the date of his application to 
|| Congress for relief. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire go ask whether 
this soldier belonged to an infantry or a cavalry 
company ? 

Mr. BRABSON. 
of light dragoons. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I object. 
|| Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. Iam will- 
| ing that the bill should be amended in any way 
|| the committee may desire. 

Mr. KUNKEL. It does not appear that ‘the 
ulcerous discharge, which now disables the ap- 
plicant, is the result of the injury he received. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Givehan. Three sur- 
geons state so distinctly. 

Mr. KUNKEL. ThenI withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


GUSTAVUS B. HORNER 

A bill (H. R. No. 401) for the relief of the le- 
gal representatives of Gustavus B. Horner. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [| object. 

Mr. SPINNER. I make the point of order 
that the gentleman cannot make peremptory ob- 
jection without any explanation. I ask that his 
objection be stated. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rules of the 
House, debate is precluded on this day. A gen- 
tleman can state that he objects to a bill, but no 
more. The Chair, therefore, overrules the point 
of order. 

Mr. HUGHES. Is it in order to object before 
the report of the committee is read? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 





He belonged to a company 


which disabled him from performing the duties of 
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RICHARD BRAZIER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 402) grantin 
nsion to Richard Brazier. 
r. GARTRELL.]} 


MARY BENNETT. 


A bill (H. R. No. 403) for the relief of Ma 
Bennett. ¥ 
The bill, which was read, directs the Secretar 
of the Interior to place the name of Mar Ben. 
nett, the widow of the late Captain Charles W 
Bennett, of the United States revenue servieo 
who died June 15, 1855, from disease caused hy 

extraordinory exposures in the line of his du; 
while engaged in the revenue service, on the pen- 
sion roll, at a compensation of thirty dollars per 
month, commencing with the passage of the act 
and to continue to her during her widowhood. 
and after her death or intermarriage to be paid to 
her children, until they, respectively, arrive at the 
age of sixteen years? agreeably to the provisions 
of the act of llth August, 1848. 

It appears from the report, which was read, that 
Mrs. Bonnets is the widow of Charles W. Ben. 
nett, deceased, late a captain in the United States 
revenue service. Captain Bennett was commis- 
sioned as lieutenant in the service April 10, 1839, 
served at various stations on the Atlantic coast 
until the spring of 1850, when he was ordered to 
the San Saale station, to which he repaired 
on the bark Polk as first lieutenant. After his 
arrival he was transferred to the revenue brig 
Lawrence, and remained thereon doing active 
duty, under Captain Douglass Ottinger, until No- 
vember 25, 1851, when the brig was wrecked and 
lost. Up to this time, as is testified by Captain 
Webster, of the bark Polk, there was not a more 
healthy or robust person in the service. On the 
night of the wreck he engaged actively on the 
beach and in the water in saving valuable Goy- 
ernment property from the vessel. The weather 
was inclement, and he was much exposed in the 
water. From that time his health was broken 
and declined. He returned from San Francisco 
in 1852, under the care of Captain Webster, and 
during the voyage his health failed so rapidly that 
Captain Webster did not expect him to survive 
long enough to reach home. He reached home, 


an increa 
[Objected to ty 


| and, from illness, was excused from duty until 


August 9, 1853, when he was so far restored as 
to be ordered to the Wilmington station, and at- 
tached to the cutter Forward. ‘In January, 1854, 
he was dispatched, in command of the Forward, 
in search of the survivors of the wreck of the 
steamer San Francisco. From a report of that 
cruise, made by Captain Bennett to the collector 
of customs of the Delaware district, January 24, 
1854, it appears that he was sent to sea with but 
a third lieutenant; that this officer, though of un- 
exceptionable character, was too inexperfenced to 
be left in @harge of the deck during such severe 
weather as was encountered, and that nearly one 
half of the crew were disabled and sick the greater 
part of the time. Thus it became necessary that 
Captain Bennett should keep the deck during snow 
and rain, and in so doing he contracted a severe 


| cold, from which he never recovered. After his 


return he had frequent hemorrhage of the lungs, 
which rendered him incompetent to discharge the 
duties of his office, and of which he died on the 


| 15th of June, 1855. The physicians who attended 


upon Captain Bennett during his last illness un- 
hesitatingly ascribed the disease causing his death 
to the exposures above stated. 

Mr. BURNETT. | moveto strike these words 
from the bill: - 


‘‘ And after her death or intermarriage, to be paid to her 
children, until they, respectively, arrive at the age of six- 
teen years, agreeably to the provisions of the act of Lith 
August, 1848.” 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill, as 
amended, was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
his Private Secretary, James BucHANAN. 


.MICHAEL HANSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 404) granting an invalid 
pension to Michael Hanson. . 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Michael Hanson upon the roll 
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invalid naval ioners, at the rate of six dol- 
— r month, ommencing on the 10th of Jan- 
uary, 1857, and to continue during his natural 
7 appears from the Bapotts which was read, 
that Hanson has been in the naval service of the 
United States twenty-one years; and has, during 
that period, sustained a good reputation for cor- 
rect habits and for efficiency and fidelity as a sea- 
man. He is now old and poor, and suffering 
under injuries received while on board the frigate 
United States, under the command of Commander 
Williamson, in 1837. The injury was a rupture 
of the groin, and is fully established by proof 
derived from the surgeon and other officers of the 


an Pie bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
JOSEPH FILES. 

A bill (H. R. No. 405) granting an increase of 
pension to Joseph Files. [Objected to by Mr. 
GARTRELL. } 

PHEBE ANN SCHOCKLEY: 


A bill (H. R. No. 406) granting a pension to 
Phebe Ann Schockley. [Objected to by Mr. 
Burnett. | 

EZEKIEL JONES. 


A bill (H. R. No. 407) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Ezekiel Jones. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Ezekiel Jones on the invalid 
pension roll of the United States, at the rate per 
month allowed by law for a captain in the Navy, 
to commence on the Ist of ones, 1859, and 
continue during his his natural life. 

It appears from the report, which was read, 
that Ezekiel Jones was in the service of the Uni- 
ted States for over forty years, in the Army and 
Navy. He held a commission as captain in the 
revenue marine for thirty years; the proof shows 
that he discharged his duty faithfully. During 
the Florida war, Captain Jones was captain of the 
cutter Washington. This case was before Con- 
gress in 1838; ns, owing to his then acting as 
captain of a vessel, was rejected; but at the time 
this application was made, in 1858, he had not 
been a commander for over three years. His 
services in the Navy embrace nearly all the time 
of the war of 1812 to 1815. It further appears 
that he was severely wounded on the brig Siren, 
in an engagement with the enemy near the coast 
of Africa, as is proved by the affidavits of Sur- 
geons Swift and Sem Anders, and Pursers Coop- 
erand J. Merrick; it also appears that he is to- 


" tally disabled on account of a wound in the leg, 


made by a hook in saving a vessel in a storm, in 
which he succeeded; Captain Jones then com- 
manding a revenue cutter. 

fit. BALLORY. How much does this bill 
allow? 

Mr. STOKES. I do not remember what is the 
amount allowed by law in such cases. My im- 
pression is that the amount is fourteen or sixteen 
dollars a month. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend the bill by 
making it provide for granting a pension of six- 
teen dollars a month, to commence from and after 
the passage of this act. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to; and the bill, as amended, was then 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 


DANIEL BEDINGER. — 


A bill (H.R. No. 415) for the relief of the legal 

representatives of Daniel-Bedinger, deceased. 

he bill directs the — r accounting officers 
of the Treasury to settle the account of Daniel 
Bedinger, deceased, as lieutenant in the conti- 
nental service in the line of Virginia during the 
revolutionary war, and to allow his legal repre- 
sentatives compensation equal to half pay for life; 
to be paid to the legal representatives of Daniel 
Bedinger, without interest. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Read the report in the 
case. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no report. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I object. 

Mr. BOTELER. Iam under the impression 
that there is a report in this case. 1 happen to 
know something of the facts in this case. 

The CHAIRMAN. The bill being objected 
to, debate is not in order. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Opportunity will be of- | 
fered on the next private vith day for discussion. 
Mr. BOTELER. We have been waiting for | 


this case to come up for a long time. 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| quantities of fine 


2201 


mulated, was exceedingly imperfect and defective. 
It was very prejudicial to the health of oan 
exposed to the — by reason of the large 

ust liberated in sifti much 








Mr. CRAWFORD. I withdraw my objection || so, in one instance, as to cause death. It was ex- 
to hear a brief statement from the gentleman from || pensive, requiring a large amount of labor, cru- 


Virginia. I hope the bill will pass. 


I want the || cibles, and fluxes; and it occasioned a very con- 


representatives of every revolutionary soldier of |} siderable percentage of yearly loss in the sweep 
_ sold, namely: ten to twelve cents per pound. 


Virginia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Georgia, together with all the poor and decrepit 


The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 


of those States, to come here and ask Congress || House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


to grant them pensions. I hope all those, too, 
who served in the war of 1812, or the Creek war, 
or any other war since the beginning of the Gov- 
ernment, will come up and get pensions. I want 
the reporters to put va what I say, in order 
that it may go to the country. I want them all to 
come here at the very next Congress, and put in 
their claims; for this House will pass anything 
that is asked for, whether it be right or wrong. 
[Laughter. } 

Mr. STANTON. 
this is not one of the cases where five years’ com- 
mutation of pay has been given? If this case 
comes within the provisions of the pension bill I 
must object. 

Mr. BOTELER. Mr. Bedinger did not receive 
his commutation. 

Mr. STANTON. Five 

Mr. BOTELER. He did not receive it. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. BOTELER. This Mr. Bedinger was a 
school-boy when the revolutionary broke out. He 


was made ensign, and the flag he bore was iden- | 


tical in its character with that which had been 


’ ion? , 
ears commutation‘ || lowed by law for the same service. Congress has 


I wish to inquire whether | 


carried by the minute-men of Virginia some | 
months before. The device was a rattlesnake | 


ready to strike, with the motto, ‘* Don’t tread on 
me.’*® It was the first flag carried across the Po- 
tomac. He*discharged his duty up to the time 
of the battle of Fort Washington. He was a 
prisoner for two and a half Tom and on his 
release, he served faithfully to the end of the war. 


He was entitled to commutation of pay, but he | 


did not receive any. His representatives ask for 
nothing but what justly belongs to them; and I 
hope the bill will pass. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the words 
‘*legal representatives ’’ and insert ‘lineal de- 
scendants.”’ 

The amendment was adopted; and the bill, as 
amended, was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


EDWARD N. KENT. 


An act (S. No. 74) for the relief of Edward N. 
Kent. 

The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to Edward N. Kent, of New 
York, $20,000 tin full compensation for the per- 


petual use, in all the present and future minting | 


establishments of the United States, of the appa- 


ratus for separating gold and other precious metals | 
from foreign substances of which he is the invent- | 


or and patentee; provided he shall have first se- 
cured to the United States the perpetual use of the 
apparatus to the satisfaction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury. 

The report states that the petitioner is the in- 
ventor of an ‘‘ apparatus for separating gold and 
other precious metals,’’ which has been secured 
to him by letters patent, dated December 4, 1855, 
and February 26, 1856, respectively. Mr. But- 
terworth, superintendent of the assay office at 
New York, in a letter to the chairman of the com- 
mittee, dated January 20, 1857, says: ‘‘In the 
operations of melting and refining, a considerable 
portion of the precious metals will be temporarily 
absorbed by the crucibles and fluxes, and mixed 
with the ashes of the furnace and the sweepings 
of the floors. A large amount of material thus ac- 
cumulates, from which, by some method, the pre- 
cious metals must be recovered. The amount thus 
recovered at this office isabout two hundred thou- 
sand dollars per year. A portion still remains, how- 
ever, mixed with the materials which have been 


subjected to the processes employed. This residu- 


um is technically termed ‘sweep,’ and it has been 


the practice of the Government to sell this sweep 
’ 


to the smelters of this country and of Europe. 
It has been proved that the method employed in 
minting operations, previous to the invention and 
employment of Mr. k 

pose of recovering the precious metals thus accu- 


| 





| 











ent’s apparatus, for the pur- | 


JOEL M. SMITH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 421) for the relief of Joel 
M. Smith. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury to pay to Joel M. Smith a sum equal 
tu two per cent. on all moneys disbursed by him 
as agent for paying pensions prior to February 
15, 1847, and for which he may not have received 
compensation. 

It appears from the report that the claimant 
served as agent for paying pensions at Nashville, 
Tennessee, from January 1, 1840, to February 20, 
1847, and for that service has received no com- 
pensation. He asks a commission of three per 


| cent. on the amount disbursed. The committee 
| report a bill for his relief, reducing his claim to 


two per cent., which is the commission now al- 


made the same allowance to other agents, the last 
being at the first session of the Thirty-Fifth Con- 


gress, to the legal representatives of Daniel Hay, 


in which case interest was allowed from the date 
of the petition. The committee allow compensa- 
tion when the agency was not in banks, or in 
persons using the pension fund for banking pur- 
»0S8es. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman who reported that bill, whether it 
is in conflict with the general usages of the Gov- 
ernmentin relation to the compensation of pension 
agents? If itis in violation of the existing laws, 


| we might as well passa gencral law at once, if we 


are to provide diiferent compensation in special 
cases. 

Mr. WALTON. I will say to the gentleman 
from Alabama, that this is consistent with the act 
of 1847. All the agents under that law received 
precisely the compensation which this bill pro- 
vides for. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why, then, was not this 
agent paid under the general law? 

Mr. WALTON. This is for services rendered 
prior to the passage of that law. 

Mr. BURNETT. [ understand, then, this to be 
the fact: there was a general law passed embrac- 
ing all the pension agents acting as such after 
1847. It is now proposed to go back of that law 
and give special compensation to this agent. I 
object. 


WILLIAM LYON. we 


A bill (H. R. No. 86) for the relief of William 
Lyon, late pension agent at Knoxville, Tennessee. 

The bill directs the proper accounting officer of 
the Treasury to pay to William Lyon, late pen~- 
sion agent at Knoxville, Tennessee, the sum of 
$617 51, with interest thereon from the 20th of 
October, 1852, being the amount of a judgment, 
with costs, that day recovered by the United States 
in the circuit court for the district of East Ten- 
nessee, against Lyonand his securities, formoneys 
retained by him as his commissions, at the rate of 
two per cent. on his disbursements as such agent, 
prior to the act of February 20, 1847. 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw my objection 
to House bill No. 421 for the relief of Joel M. 
Smith, for this time, to gratify gentlemen; but I do 
beg gentlemen who have claims before the House 
to permit me to exercise my own judgment in ref- 
erence to my action upon the floor of this House. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the bill will be laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to going back un- 
til the bill which has just been read has been dis- 
posed of. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the bill will be laid aside. 7 

Mr. HOUSTON. I stated as plainly as I could 
that I om to passing the bill which has just 
been rea 

The Clerk then read the report in the case of 
William Lyon. — 


4 
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Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man who reported this bill, why this man was 


not paid in accordance with the law of 1847? 

r. WALTON. Because there was no pro- 
vision for the payment of commissions between 
1836 and 1847. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 


has been extended to others ? 
Mr. WALTON. It has been done in certain 


cases, The Department has recommended that | 
all these agents shall be paid in accordance with | 


Serre of this bill. 


1¢ bill was laid aside, to be reported to the | 


House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
Mr. BURNETT. I think now we might as 

well go back and lay aside the bill for the relief 

of Joel M. Smith. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. } 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman will 
not object. Itis identically the same in principle 
as the bill we have just laid aside. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I understood the gentle- 
man from Alabama to object to taking up that 
bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. There was no objection 
to that bill being laid aside. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Very well. 
draw my objection to No. 421. 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well; let the bill go 
into the House, and then I hope we shall have | 
the yeas and nays upon it. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


I will with- 


JETHRO BONNEY. 


A bill (FI. R. No. 422) for the relief of Jethro 
Bonney, of the State of New York. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the ‘Treasury | 
to pay Jethro Bonney $400, in full for damages | 
sustained by him by reason of the destruction of 
invasion of Plattsburg during the war of 1812. 

It appears from the report that during the war 
of 1812 the petitioner raised and commanded a | 
company of infantry in the State of New York, | 


under a commission from D. D. Tompkins, then || 


Governor of the State, bearing date September 
21, 1812. The records of the War Office show 
that he was in service with his company in Au- 
gust, 1813, and he claims to have served also at 
the battle of Plattsburg in 1814; but of this he 
failed to produce record evidence. In reply to his 
application for bounty land, the Commissioner of 
Pensions said, ‘‘unless record evidence in some 
form can be found that Captain Bonney had a 
command at the invasion of Plattsburg, as alleged, 
his claim cannot be allowed.’’ There was ample 
parol evidence of the fact, but the claimant was 

nable to produce a written record of his service, 


| 
| 
| 
Tr I wish to know whether | 
the treatment it is proposed to extend to this man | 


The principle involved is | 
precisely the same as that we have just laid aside. | 
I object to going back. | 


| count have been performed, and were requisite 





| Its passage. 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| 





. . | ease, and I think there should be no objecti 
his store by the Army of the Upited States at the || : ik re should oe n eee er 


| Alabama to allow us to take the same course in | 
|| this case as was taken just now, when the gentle- 





| by Mr. Burnertt.] 


CHARLES W. CUTTER. 


Joint resolution H. R. No. 20, for the relief of 
Charles W. Cutter. 
[Objected to by Mr. Reacan.] 


JAMES HENDERSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 79) for the relief of James 

enderson. 

The bill provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury pay to James Henderson, of Tennessee, 
$161 25, in all for his services as cook at the 
marine barracks at the navy-yard, Washington, | 
from April 12, 1850, to March 21, 1853, as certi- | 
a by i. B. Tyler, commanding officer at that 
place. 

The report states that the evidence is clear as to 
the services of the claimant as cook at the marine 
barracks, Washington navy-yard. Captain H. 
B. Tyler, commanding marines at the navy-yard, 
certifies that ** the services as charged in the ac- 


for the public service.’’ Captain Tyler approved | 
the claim, June, 1854; but it was never paid, 
owing toaneglect on the part of the officer in not 
making a proper return to the Department, ac- 
cording to regulations. The committee report | 
back the bill withoutamendment, and recommend | 


he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the | 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


TOLMES AND PEDRICK. 


A bill (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of Phili 
B. Holmes and William Pedrick. [Objected to | 


“Subsec uently, 
Mr. BURNETT said: I objected to House bill | 
No. 423. I withdraw my objection to that bill, | 
and I hope we shall just take up the Calendar 
and pass all the bills in a lump. a 
Mr. HOUSTON. I object to going back. 
Mr. GOOCH. We have gone back in one 


going back now. I appeal to the gentleman from 


man from North Carolina withdrew his objection. | 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama. I appeal to my | 
colleague to withdraw his objection. I do not 
think he rose in his seat to object, anyhow. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I did rise and object. 


ABOLITION OF LAND OFFICE. 


A resolution (H. R. No. 39) as to the expedi- 
ency of abolishing a portion of the land offices of | 
the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I reported this bill 
from the Committee on Public Lands with the 
understanding that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. It 
has been placed upon this Calendar by mistake. 
I move that the bill be laid aside, to be reported 





nd he faiied to receive the small bounty voted to the House with a recommendation that it be 


him by his country. 
vasion of Plattsburg, Captain Bonney had a small 
grocery store, which stood near the bridge, which 
interfered with the range of the American cannon | 
in defending that point, and the storehouse was | 
accordingly demolished by order of the American | 
commander. The present claim is for compensa- 
tion for the house thus destroyed, which he val- | 
ues at $400. The petitioner has never received 
any compensation for the loss of property, and is 
now upwards of eighty-eight years of age, with 
his entire estate valned et ten dollars. 

Mr. BRANCH objected. 

Subse uently, 

Mr. BRANCH said: I objected to House bill | 
No. 422. If there be general consent that it shall 
be laid aside, I will withdraw my objection. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from North Carolina if he is satisfied that 
this claim ought to pass? If he will state to the 
committee that it ought, I will not object. 

Mr. BRANCH. I reply to my friend from 
Georgia, that I am assured by a very honest and | 
amiable gentleman—the gentleman from New | 

j 


York, [Mr. Dvet]—that it is correct. 


Mr. DUELL. The report has been read in the || heldand disposed of by them for the use of schools | 
It is a meritorious || 


presence of the committee. 
claim, and of a character to commend it to every 
geatieman on this floor. I hope there will be no | 
objection. 

he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


But at the time of the in- || referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


INDIANA SCHOOL LANDS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 424) for the relief of con- 
gressional township number six south, of range 
number eight west, in Randolph county, State of | 
Indiana. 

The bill provides that whereas section sixteen, 
in township six south, of range eight west, in 
Randolph county, Indiana, is covered by a pri- 
vate claim, No. 2050, by reason whereof the sec- 
tion has been lost to the congressional township 
for school purposes; therefore, the school trus- 
tees for the township are authorized to sclect three 
quarter sections of land, in equal subdivisions, of | 
any of the public lands of the United States sub- 
ject to entry or sale at the minimum price of 
$1 25 per acre. The second section provides that | 
when the same shall have been selected by the | 
trustees, and a description thereof returned to, 
and approved by, the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office,a patent shall issue to the inhab- 
itants of the congressional township, and shall be | 


SS 


within the congressional township, in the same 
manner as other school lands are held and dis- | 
posed of. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I reported that bill, | 
and by mistake inserted the word ‘Indiana’ 
where it should have been * Illinois.” I move 


ve 


| 
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‘to amend by striking out “ Indiana,’ 
ing ** I}linois.”” 
he amendment was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be re- 
ported tothe House with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 
TOWNSHIP IN INDIANA. 


A bill (H. R. No. 425) for the relief of coy. 
gressional township two south, of range twelye 
west, of the second principal meridian in Gibson 
county, State of Indiana. 

The bill authorizes the trustees for the town. 
ship to select one section of land, in legal subdj. 
visions, of any of the public lands of the Uniteg 
States, subject to entry or sale at the minimum 
pore of $1 25 per acre; that when the same shall 
1ave been selected by the trustees, and a descrip. 
tion thereof returned to, and approved by, the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, a pat. 
ent shall issue therefor to the inhabitants of the 
congressional township, and shall be held and 
disposed of by them for the use of schools within 
the congressional township in the same manner 
as other school lands are held and disposed of; 
and that section sixteen shall revert to and invest 
in the United States, and be disposed of in the 
same manner as other public lands. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass, 


JOUN Y. SEWELL. 
A bill (H.R. No. 426) for the relief of John Y, 


Sewell. 

The bill directs that John Y. Sewell, for ser- 
vices in the restoration of the United States mail 
lost from the steamer Southerner, on the coast of 
Washington Territory, and for expenses incurred 
in obtaining the same from the Indians who had 
itin their possession, be allowed the sum of $1,000 
in full for his claim therefor. 

It appears from the report that the steamship 
Southerner, while employed temporarily in the 
mail service by the Pacific Mail Steamship Com- 
pany, was wrecked on the coast of Washington 

erritory, in December, 1854, and all the mails, 
with the exception of three bags, were lost. Mr. 
John Y. Sewell, a citizen of Washington Teiri- 
tory, atthe urgent solicitation of many of the in- 
habitants, including the postmaster, undertook to 
rescue them from the Indians, into whose hands 
they had fallen. After six weeks’ effort, sub- 
jected to great hazard, peril, and hardship, accom- 
panied by two men whom he had employed for 
the purpose, he succeeded, at consf@lerable ex- 
pense to himself personally, in obtaining the mails 
from the savages, and delivered them to the near- 
est post office. 

the bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


SWEENEY, RITTENHOUSE, FANT & CO. 


A bill (H. R. No. 427) for the relief of Swee- 
ney, Rittenhouse & Co. The bill was read. It 
directs the Secretary of the Treasury to return to 
Sweeney, Rittenhouse, Fant & Co., so much of 
their preliminary deposit of one per cent. made 
with the Secretary of the Treasury upon their bid 
for $3,000,000 of the stock of the United States, 
under the advertisement of the Secretary of the 
Treasury dated December 17, 1858, as is equal 
to one per cent. on the amount of said stock bid 
for, which was not issued to them under their said 
bid. 

The reading of the report was called for. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The report has no relation 
to the bill reported by the committee. It relates 
to a portion of the claim which was rejected. 

A Memser. What is the amount involved? 

Mr.BINGHAM. About twelve thousand dol- 
lars; but it is theirown money which they placed 
on deposit. - 

Mr. BRANCH. I do not like the bill to be 
laid aside without the report being read. 

Mr. BINGHAM. My recollection is, that the 
report relates entirely to a portion of the claim 
which was rejected, and has no relation to the bill. 

Mr. BRANCH. Well; is there any report in 
favor of the bill? _ 

Mr. BINGHAM. No such report was made, 
because the committee in the House and in the 
Senate were unanimous. j 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state that the applica- 


’ and insert. 


tion of Sweeney, Rittenhouse, Fant & Co. was 
before the Judiciary Committee, for damuges for 
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iit t they allege to be a violation of contract on 
the part of the Secretary of the Treasury. The 
Committee on the Judiciary examined the whole 
que .stion; and that report was made, I believe, by 
Mr. Tayxor, of Louisiana. The report is against 
the claim for damages, but at the close it ‘states 
that they ought to have the remaining amount of 
their deposit “restored. . 

Mr. STANTON. Some one sent me, through 
the post office, the report from the Senate in this 
case, and I ask that it be read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Sweeney, Rittenhouse& Co. 
bid for a portion of a loan, and, under the regula- 
tions of the Department, were required to de posit 
one per cent. upon the amount of their bid in the 
Department. he amount of deposit was proba- 
bly thirty thousand dollars, $3,000,000 of the loan 
having been accepted by them. They redeemed | 
probably only about a million and three Seated, | 
declining to pay in the balanee, because they al- 
leged that the contract had been violated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury. The Department 
therefore retained a corresponding portion of their 
deposit, and the Committee on the Judiciary be- 
lieved that they should have it refunded. 

Mr. BRANCH. Iam satisfied now that we 
ought to allow no bill to pass, without having the 
report read or some statement made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairman will state 
that a report from a committee of the Senate on 
this case has been sent to the Clerk’s desk. It will 
be read. 

The Clerk read the report of the Senate. 

Mr. BRANCH. I understand that the bill only 
propeses to return to these parties the amount of 
their actual deposit, and not to pay them anything 
in the way of damages. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Thatis what I stated. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


MITCHEL, RAMMILSBURG, AND OTHERS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 428) directing the Secretar 
of the Interior to liquidate the accounts of Mitchell 
and Rammilsburg and Baker and Von Phul. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
pay to Mitchell and Rammilsburg, their survivor 
or lawful assignee, for furnishing the United States 
court-rooms in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, the 
sum of $552 17, which amount, when ‘paid, shall 
be in full of their claim against "the Government. 

{t also directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
pay to Baker and Von Phul, their survivor or as- 
signee, the sum of $161 20, in full of their account 
against the Government for furniture for said 
court- -room, and all other claims. 

The report having been read, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


HEIRS OF BARNT DE KLYN 


A bill (H. R. No. 429) for the relief of the heirs 
of Barntde Klyn. [Objected to by Mr. Houman.] 


HEIRS OF JONATHAN SKINNER. 

A bill (H. R. No. 430) for the relief of the heirs 
of Jonathan Skinner. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 

to poy to Serepta Cleveland and the other heirs 

onathan Skinner, deceased, late of New Jer- 
sey, the sum of $1,285 44, in full consideration for 
the destruction of his dwelling-house and other 
property destroyed by the British troops while in 
the actual military occupancy of the United States 
troops at S cagheld. New Jersey, during the 
war of the Revolution. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out ‘ $1,285 44,” and inserting in lieu 
thereof “* $875.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WINSLOW offered the following proviso, 
as an amendment to the bill; 

Provided, That the money hereinafter appropriated shall 





be paid to the heirs of said Jonathan Skinner in person, or | 
to such agent and attorney as shall appear to the proper ac- | 


counting officers of the Treasury to be in nowise interested 
in said claim, or any part thereof. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for the reading of the re- 
port accompanying the bill. 

he report was read. It is shown by the peti- 

tion and accompanying evidence that Jonathan 
Skinner was a sergeant in the American Army, 
and the owner of a dwetling-b ouse and other prop- 
erty, in Springfield, Now Secteys that the dwell- 








‘which belonged to the heirs of Robert Sanford, 
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ing-house and other buildings \ were taken posses- | 
sion of bythe United States troops, and occupied 
asa hospital, guard-house, and commissary store- 
house, for some time before and during the battle 
of Springfield ; and that the British troops on their 
retreat after the battle of Springfield, burnt the 
buildings so occupied, and other valuables belong- 
ing to Jonathan Skinner, in consequence of such 
occupancy. The value of the property destroyed | 
is shown to have been £482 Is. 4d., by the certi- 
fied copy of the amount of loss sustained, and | 
ascertained under the authority of the Legislature 
of New Jersey, May 11, 1789, and placed on rec- | 
ord, as appears by the certificate of the Secret tary || 
of State and Governor of New Jersey, under their || 
seals, which certificate also shows the fact that || 
the same has not been paid or satisfied. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


HENRY BROCKHOLST LIVINGSTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 431) for the relief of the sur- 
viving children and issue of any deceased child | 
and children of Henry Brockholst Livingston. 
[Objected to by Mr. Hotman.] 


KERR, BRIERLY & CO. 


A bill (H. R. No. 432) for the relief of Kerr, | 
Brierly, & Co. 

Mr. THOMAS. I object to that bill. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Let me ask the 
gwen to take back that objection, and let the 

ill be reported to the House, with the under- | 
standing that there shall be a vote by yeas and | 





nays upon it in the House. 
fr. HOARD. I object to the bill, if the other | 
objection is withdrawn. 


MENOMONEE INDIANS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 433) to authorize the Com- | 
missioner of Indian Affairs to adjudicate and set- 
tle certain claims against the Menomonee In- | 
dians. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to call the attention | 
of the committee to this case, and I hope they will | 
remember it. The claimant, in this case, in the | 
Thirty-Fourth Congress, had a bill passed making | 
an FA ag of $6, 000 for his benefit, and 
now he comes back and wants another appropria- 
tion. I hope the committee will bear him in mind, 
I object to the claim. 


JOUN F. SANFORD. 


F. Sanford, administrator de bonis non of the estate 
of Robert Sanford, deceased. | 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary | 
of the Treasury to pay to John F. Sanford, ad- | 
ministrator de bonis non of Robert Sanford, late | 
of Westmoreland county, Virginia, out of any 








money in the Tree sasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, the sum of $463, in full satisfaction of the 
claim of Robert Sanford’s estate, for personal 
property destroyed by the enemy in the late war 
with Great Britain, in consequence of the dwell- 
ing-house in which the property was situated 
being occupied by the American troops. 

The report shows that the dwelling-house sit- 
uated on Nomony river, in Westmoreland county, 
Virginia, on a farm known as Walnut Farm, 


deceased, was at least on one occasion, prior to 
the time when it was destroyed, occupie rd by the 
Virginia militia as barracks; that on the 18th of 
July, 1814, sundry barges, exceeding twenty in 
number, filled a 4 British troops, passed up the 
Nomony river to a point above Walnut Farm. 
Upon the intelligence of this ascent being dissem- 
inated through the country, a company of the | 
one hundred and eleventh regiment Virginia mili- 
tia was hastily collected at Walnut Farm on the | 
next day, with a view of intercepting or annoying 
the enemy on their return. On the return o the 
enemy the next day they landed at Walnut Farm, | 
and on their approach to the house they were fired 
on by some forty or fifty of the militia who were 
stationed in the dwelling-house and the adjacent 
out-houses, who immediately retreated in conse- 
— of the superiority of the attacking force. | 

he enemy immediately set fire to the dwelling- | 
house and ail the out-houses, which, with their | 
contents, were totaly destroyed. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, | 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 





" RLIZA A. MERCHANT. 


A bill (H. R. No. 436) for the relief of Eliza 
_A. Merchant, widow of the late First Lieutenant 


and Brevet cages 5 Charles G. Merchant, of the 
| United State 


rm 
The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Eliza A Merchant on the pen- 


_ sion list, at the rate of fifteen dollars per month, 


to commence on the 4th of March, 1860, and con- 
tinue during her life. 

Itappears from the report, that the petitioner, 
on behalf of herself and child, claims a pension 
for the reason that her husband, the late First 
Lieutenant and Brevet Captain Charles G. Mer- 
chant, died in the military service of the United 
States, at Pascagoula, Mississippi, on the 4th of 


1 September, 1855. Petitioner alleges that her hus- 


band, Lieutenant Merchant, graduated at the Uni- 


| ted States Military Academy at West Point, on 


the 30th of June, 1843, and was promoted to bre- 
vet second lieutenant in the eighth regiment Uni- 
ted States infantry, July 1, 1843; that he served 
during the war with the Mexican republic, and 

was breveted first lieutenant, September 8, 1847, 
for gallant and meritorious conduct at the battle 
of Molino del Rey, and brevet captain, September 
13, 1847, for gallant and meritorious conduct at 
the battle of Chepultepec; and on his return from 
Mexico, he was ordered to Texas, and in an affair 
with the Indians, May 20, 1850, was severel 
wounded, from which he never fully serra. 

No objectién being made, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, 


GEORGE B. BACON. 
An act (S. No. 58) for the relief of George B. 


| Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop-of-war 


Portsmouth. 

The bill, which was read, directs the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury to allow to 
George B. Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop- 
of-war Portsmouth, i in the settlement of his ac- 
counts, out of any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, the amount properly pay- 
able to a purser of a sloop- -of-war, for his services 
as acting purser during the eo he acted as 

urser, deducting the refrom the amount paid to 
Danes for the same period, as commander’s 
clerk. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 


| to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
A bill (H. R. No. 434) for the relief of John || 


tion that it do pass. 
BENJAMIN TYSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 437) for the relief of Benja- 
min Tyson. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I have read very carefully 
the report in this case, and I feel it my duty to 
object. 

WILLIAM B. DRAPER. 


A bill (H.R. No. 438) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of William B. Draper. [Objected 
to by Mr. Brancu.] 


ELIPHALET BROWN, JR. 


A bill (H. R. No. 439) for the relief of Eli- 
phalet Brown, jr. {Objected to by Mr. Tuomas.] 

Mr. KUNKEL. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


ANN SCOTT. 


An act (S. No. 60) for the relief of Ann Scott. 

The bill, which was read, directs that there be 
paid to Mrs. Scott, widow of the late William B. 
Scott, two per cent. upon such sums as he paid 
from the Navy pension fund during the time he 
was Navy agent at Washington. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
the late William B.Scott was appointed Navy agent 
at Washington in the year 1834, and for the fuith- 
ful performance of the duties of which office he 
gave the bonds required; thatin 1839, in addition to 
his duties as Navy agent, he was charged with the 
payment of Navy pensions, and in consequence 
was required to increase the penalty of his bond, 
under separate sureties, as oe? pension agent, as 
wellas toemploy extra force in his office, for which 
no provision was made at the time of his appoint- 
ment, and that he continued so to disburse the 
amounts due to the pensioners until June 5, 1849, 
when he ceased to be Navy agent; that judgment 
was obtained against him by the United States 
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for $6,000, or thereabouts, being money retained 
by him on account of services rendered in the dis- 
bursement of pensions; and he, notwithstanding 
the uniform practice of allowing to other pension 
agents (an office entirely distinct from thatof Navy 
agent) a percentage on the disbursements made 
by them, was debarred an offset to the judgment | 
in his claim for commissions for similar labor and | 
responsibility; and in order to satisfy the judg- | 
ment, it was necessary to sacrifice property to | 
which Mrs. Scott was entitled in her own right. 
No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, | 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- | 
ation that it do pass. | 
SAMUEL A. WEST AND OTHERS. 


An act (S. No. 59) for the relief of Samuel A. 
West, George McCullough, Hiram McCullough, 
and Charles Pendergast. 

The bill, which was read, releases Samuel A. 


West; George McCullough, Hiram McCullough, |! 


and Charles Pendergast, from their liability ona | 
contract entered into with the United States on 
the 17th of November, 1856, for the delivery of | 
stone at the navy-yard at Gosport, Virginia. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
do now rise. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I hope the committee will not 
rise. We have done nothing on the Private Cal- 
endar for more than a month. 

Mr. MORSE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tompxins | 
and Thomas were appointed. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported 

—ayes 35, noes 83; no quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will call the roll 

The roll was then called; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Pnevps reported that 
the Committee of the Whole had had the Private | 
Calendar under consideration, and finding itself 
withouta quorum, had caused the roll to be called, 
and had directed him to report the names of the 
absentees to the House. 


I move that the committee | 


The following are the names of the absentees: || 


Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Allen, Thomas L. Ander- | 
son, William C. Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Barksdale, | 
Barr, Barrett, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, Brabson, Bris | 
tow, Brown, Burlingame, Burroughs, Clemens, Clark B. | 
Cochrane, Corwin, Covode, Davidson, Reuben Davis, 
Dawes, De Jarnette, Dimmick, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Ely, English, Farnsworth, Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Grow, 
Gurley, Hale, Hall, Hamiiton, J. Morrison Harris, John T. 
Harris, Haskin, Hickman, Hindman, Humphrey, Jackson, 
Jones, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 
Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Landrum, DeWitt C. Leach, 
Leake, Lee, Maclay, Elbert 8. Martin, McClernand, Mc- 
Kean, McKnight, McRae, Miles, Millward, Laban T. 
Moore, Nixon, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Porter, Pryor, | 


Pugh, Reynolds, Rice, Christopher Robinson, James C, || 


Robinson, Simms, Singleton, William Smith, Spauldipg, 
Stauton, Stevens, Stout, Stratton, Taylor, Thayer, Thea- | 
ker, Train, Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Van Wyck, 
Verree, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Wilson, and 
Wood. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. DUNN stated that Mr. Porter was en- 
gaged upon the Judiciary Committee by leave of | 
the House. 

Mr. PEYTON stated that Mr. Simms was con- | 
fined to his room by sickness. 

A quorum of members having answered to their | 
names, the committee resumed its session. 

The quostion recurring upon the motion that 
the committee rise, the tellers resumed their places; 
and the committee having divided, the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes twenty eight; noes not counted. 

So the committee refused to rise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee informally rose, and received a 
message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, their | 
Chief Clerk, notifying the ees that the Presi- | 
dent had informed the Senate that he had approved | 
and signed an act to create an additional fand dis- | 
trict in the Territory of Washington. 

Also, an act to carry into effect a convention 
between the United States and the Republic of | 
Paraguay. 

Also, that the Senate had directed the printing | 
of several documents. 
Also, that the Senate had passed a bill (S. No. | 
) for the relief of Solomon Wadsworth; and a | 
bill CH, R. No, 328) for the relief of Peay & | 
Ayliffe with an amendment. 

The committee then resumed its session. 


} 
| 


| 
| 





i 
| 
| 
1 
| 





| pass a general law before they shall receive any 


| Weeks, of Georgia. 


| Sears; and that the same be paid, after first de- 
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WILLIAM YORK. 


A bill (H.R. No. 440) for the relief of the heirs 
of William York. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. QUARLES offered the following amend- 
ment: ; 

Provided, That the money herein appropriated shall be 
paid to the said heirs-at-law in person, or to such agent or 
attorney as shall appear to the proper accounting officer of 


the Treasury to be in nowise interested in the said claim, 
or any part thereof. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the re- 
ort. . 
Mr. BURNETT. §Itis not worth while to con- 
sume the time of the House by the reading of 
these reports on those claims for revolutionary 
pensions. I tell the committee that they must 


of these pensions while I am a member of this || F) 


House. I object to the bill. 


NANCY WEEKS. 
A bill (H. R. No. 441) for the relief of Nancy 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Nancy Weeks, widow of Fran- 
cis Weeks, deceased, on the pension roll, at the 
rate of twenty dollars per month, under the act of 
February 3, 1853, deducting such amount as she | 
has already received as a pension under said act. | 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
Francis Weeks was an ensign, and served as 
much as two years in the Revolution. Under the 
act of June 7, 1832,Weeks claimed as ensign for | 
same amount of service, but died before any relief | 
was granted to him under the act. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid | 





aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- | 


mendation that it do pass. 
ELNATHAN SEARS. 


A bill (AH. R. No. 442) for the relief of the chil- | 
dren of Elnathan Sears, an officer of the Revolu- | 
tion. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
cause to be placed upon the pension roll the name | 
of Elnathan Sears, deceased, late of New York, in | 
the war of the Revolution, under the act of Con- | 


|| gress, passed May 15, 1828, at the rate of $26 663 


per month, commencing on the 4th of March, 
1826, and to continue to the death of Elnathan 


ducting what was paid him under the act of March 
15, 1828, as a sergeant, to the surviving children 
of Elnathan Sears, deceased. 

Mr. WINSLOW. L-offer the following amend- 
ment: 


Provided, That the money herein appropriated shall be 
paid to the said heirs in person, orto such agent or attorney 
as shall appear to the accounting officers of the Treasury 
to be in no way interested in said claim or any part thereof. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The report was then read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to the bill. 


LIVINGSTON, KINKEAD & CO. 

Mr. CURRY. Some time since I objected to 
Senate bill No. 69. Atthe request of the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Briees,} who feels | 
a special interest in it, | desire to withdraw my | 
objection, and let us have a vote upon it in the 
House. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I object. 

Mr. THOMAS. Itis nowthree o’clock, and I 
move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


“ILOLMES & PEDRICK. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I objected 
to a bill for the relief of Philip B. Holmes & Wil- 
liam Pedrick, At the solicitation of my colleague, | 
[Mr. Moore,] I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Ala- | 
bama [Mr. Hovusron] objected to my withdraw- 
—_ objection. . I now object to his doing so. 

Be MOORE, of Alabama. I hope the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky will not interpose an ob- 
jection. 

Mr. BURNETT. I withdraw my objection. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I object. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. WasHsurnE, 
of Illinois, having taken the chair as Speaker pro 













\| Whole 


t , Mr. Puecps reported that the Commi 
of the Whole House hed had under consideration 
the Private Calendar, and had directed him to res 
port back, with a recommendation that they do 
pass, the following bills, some with and some 
without ae ee 
A bill (H.R. No. 393) granting an invali ° 
sion to we Randal; ’ ° aipen 
A bill (H. R. No. 394) for the relief of 
J. Maddux; weer 
A bill (H.. R. No. 395) for the relief of Chaun. 
cey W. Fuller; 
A bill (H. R. No. 396) for the relief of Lieu. 
er bill (HL R No. 398 
i -R. No. 3 ranting a pension 
Sarah Blackwell; e — - 
A bill (H. R. No. 399) granting a pension to 
Adaline Caddis; 
A bill (H. R. No. 400) for the relief of James 


oyd; 
® bill (H. R. No. 403) for the relief of Mary 
Bennett; 

A bill (H. R. No. 404) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Michael Hanson; 

A bill (H. R. No. 407) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Ezekiel Jones; 

A bill (H.R. No. 415) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Daniel Bedinger, deceased; 
Mr act (S. No. 74) for the relief of Edward N. 


ent; 
A bill (H. R. No. 421) for the relief of Joel M. 
Smith; 

A bill CH. R. No. 86) for the relief of William 
Lyon, late pension agent, at Knoxville, Tennes- 


see; 

A bill (H. R. No. 422) for the relief of Jethro 
Bonney, of the State of New York; 

A bill (H. R. No. 79) for the relief of James 
Henderson; 

A bill (H. R. No. 423) for the relief of Philip 
B. Holmes and William Pedrick; 

A bill (H. R. No. 424) for the reliet of con- 
gressional township number six south, of range 
number eight west, in Randolph county, State of 
Illinois; 

A bill (H. R. No. 425) for the relief of con- 
gressional township number two south, of range 
number twelve west, of the second principal me- 
ridian in Gibson county, State of Indiana; 

A bill (H. R. No. 426) for the relief of John 
Y. Sewell; 

A bill (H. R. No. 427) for the relief of Sweeney, 
Rittenhouse, Fant & Co.; 

A bill (H. R. No. 428) directing the Secretar 
of the Interior to liquidate the accounts of Mitchell 
and Rammilsburg and Baker and Von Phul; 

A bill (H.R. No. 430) for the relief of the heirs 
of Jonathan Skinner, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. No. 434) for the relief of John F. 
Sanford, administrator de bonis non of the estate 
of Robert Sanford, deceased; 

A bill (H. R. No. 436) for the relief of Eliza A. 
Merchant, widow of the late First Lieutenant and 
Brevet Captain Charles G. Merchant, of the Uni- 
ted States Army; 

An act (S. No 58) for the relief of George B. 
Bacon, late acting purser of the sloop-of-war Ports- 
mouth; 

An act (S. No. 60) for the relief of Ann Scott; 

An act (S. No. 59) for the relief of Samuel A. 
West, George McCullough, Hiram McCullough, 
and Charles Pendergast; and 

A bill (H.. R. No. 441) for the relief of Nancy 
Weeks, of Georgia. 

And also recommending that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 
consideration of a resolution (Miscellaneous Doc- 
ument, No. 39) as to the expediency of abolishing 
a portion of the land offices of the United States. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move the previous question 
on the pas of all the bills. 

Mr. PHELPS. There are two bills that have 
been reported back from the Committee of the 
ouse which I myself desire to have ex- 
cepted. I refer to a bill (H. R. No. 403) for the 
relief of Mary Bennett, and a bill (H. R. No. 422) 
for the relief of Jethro Bonney, of the State of 
aes York. I demand separate votes on those 

ills. 

The amendments reported were severally 
adopted; and all the bills of the House reported 
by the Committee of the Whole House, with the 
exception of bills H. R. No. 403, 422, and 427, 
were severally ordered to be engrossed and read 
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ird time; and were accordingly engrossed, 
.? with the Senate bills, read the third time. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the bills were passed. 

The Committee of the Whole House was also 
discharged from the further consideration of a 
resolution (Miscellancous Document No. 39) as 
to the expediency of abolishing a portion of the 
land offices of the United States. 


SWEENEY, RITTENHOUSE & CO.—AGAIN. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iwill say that the Senate 
have passed a bill for the relief of Sweeney, Rit- 
tenhouse, Fant & Co., which is precisely the same 
as that which has now been reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. I would suggest that the 
Senate bill be substituted®for the House bill, 
which will obivate the necessity of the bill going 
again before the Senate. ; 

There was no objection; and the bill of the Sen- 
ate was ordered to a third reading, and was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 


MARY BENNETT—AGAIN. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make a statement 
in relation to House bill No. 403 for the relief 
of Mary Bennett. I did not wish, in the posi- 
tion | held as chairmrn of the Committee of the 
Whole, to object to the bill; but I will state that 
it introduces an entirely new principle in our le- 
gislation. This man, whose widow now asks a 
pension, was employed in the revenue marine 
service, and was no more entitled to a pension 
than is a surveyor or collector of customs. If 
an officer of the revenue marine shall be employed 
in war prosecuted with a foreign Power, I am 
willing that he shall be treated as we should treat 
a military officer. ‘This man, however, received 
no injury in the Mexican war, as I understand; 
but it appears that he received injuries while on 
shipboard, while engaged in the revenue marine 
for the prevention of smuggling. I think, there- 
fore, that neither he nor his widow is entitled to 
a pension; and I move to lay the bill on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was laid on the table; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JETHRO BONNEY—AGAIN. 


Mr. PHELPS. The other bill on which I 
asked a separate vote is House bill No. 422, for 
the relief of Jethro Bonney, of the State of New 
York. My objection to that bill is, that itis a 
violation of the principle which has been uniformly 
acted on by this Government, not to recognize its 
obligation to pay for any property destroyed in 
ume of war, unless destroyed by our own troops 
or occupied by them at the time of its destruction, 
The property which itis proposed to pay for here 
does not come under that rule, if I gathered the 
facts correctly from the reading of the report. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I do not propose to make any 
remarks upon this bill; but the committee were 
of the opinion that the facts found by them came 
very nearly within the rule which the gentleman 
from Missouri has stated, if not quite within it. 
1 ask the gentleman from Missouri to have the 
report read, 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to having 
the report read again. I may have mistaken the 
facts. I have no wish to do injustice to any one. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand the facts in this 
case to show that the property was destroyed by 
order of the American commander. 

Mr. DUELL. Such was the fact. 

The report was read. 

Mr. PHELPS. I was entirely mistaken in my 
hearing of the report as it was first read. This 
property having been destroyed by the American 
commander, I withdraw all objection. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

ir. DUELL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NANCY WEEKS——AGAIN. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I ask the general consent 
of the House to insert in the bill which has been 
passed for the relief of Nancy Weeks, a proviso 




















that the money shall be paid to her, or to such 
person as she shall authorize. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
directed :o be incorporated into the bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which all the biils acted on en masse were 
passed; and also moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WILLIAM H. DE GROOT. 
Mr. BURNETT. There is a case on the Pri- 
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vate Calendar, which has been passed unani- | 


mously twice by a committee of this House. It 
is House resolution No. 17, for the relief of Wil- 


liam H. De Groot. The party who claims under | 


the resolution has his property levied upon, to be 
sold on Monday next, as I am informed. The 
passage of the joint resolution authorizing the 


ecretary of War to adjust his accounts, on terms | 


of justice and equity, will enable him, as [ am in- 
formed, to postpone the sale of his property. I 
leave the question with the good judgment of the 
House. 

There was no objection to taking the resolu- 
tion up for consideration. 

The bill was read. It directs that in further 
execution of the joint resolution of 3d March, 
1857, relative to the settlement of the damages, 
losses, and liabilities incurred by certain parues 
interested in the contract for furnishing brick for 
the Washington aqueduct, the Secretary of War 
shall settle the account of William H. De Groot 
on principles of justice and equity, allowing him 
the amount of money actually expended by him 
in and about the execution of the contract; and 
also to indemnify him for such losses, liabilities, 
and damages, as, by virtue of the joint resolution, 
he was entitled to receive; the amount so found 
to be due to De Groot to be paid to him out of 
the fund named in the joint resolution, or, if that 


| has been diverted to other purposes, out of any 


money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated: provided, however, there shall be Jehan 
from the losses, liabilities, and damages, found 
due him, the amount paid him by the Govern- 
ment, 

Itappears from the report, which was read, that, 
on the 23d of January, 1854, William H. Deggs 
and Francis H. Smith entered into a contract with 
Montgomery C. Meigs, acting for and on behalf 
of the United States, by which they agreed to fur- 
nish the latter with not more than forty nor less 
than twenty-five million bricks, at the rate of 
$8 75 per thousand, to be used in building the 
Washington aqueduct. For the faithful perform- 
ance of the contract by Deggs & Smith, Columbus 
Alexander and Alexander H. Mechlin became 
sureties. Deggs & Smith failed in the perform- 


ance of their contract, and Mechlin and Alexander | 


undertook to carry it out in their stead. The sub- 
stitution of Mechlin & Alexander for Deggs & 


Smith having been accepted by the United States, | 


they beeame the legal parties tothe contract, which 
was subsequently prosecuted in their names. On 
the 9th of May, 1855, an agreement was concluded 
between William H. De Groot, and Mechlin & 


Alexander, by which the former undertook the | 


execution of the contract on the same terms and 


conditions, in all respects, as it had been origin- || | 
ally undertaken by Deggs & Smith; De Groot | 

receiving, at the same time, a power of attorney | 
from Mechiin & Alexander, authorizing him to | 


do everything required by the contract. He was 


to receive payment for the brick delivered, and to | 


act in all respects in their stead, as fully as if he 
had been the legal party to the contract. 


In pursuance of the agreement with Mechlin | 
& Alexander, he applied himself immediately to | 
prepare for the execution of the contract, by | 
purchasing land for clay and wood; machines for | 


molding brick, boats, carts, wagons, horses, and 


mules for transporting them; building extensive | 


houses for the accommodation of the workmen; 
kilns, sheds and roads; making yards, providing 
tools, hiring hands, and doing everything neces- 
sary to enable him to prosecute the work in a 
manner satisfactory to the Government. It also 
appears that Deggs & Smith, the original contract- 
ors, having failed to furnish any brick, or to pro- 
vide in any way for the execution of their con- 
tract, it became necessary for De Groot to furnish 
a considerable number 
to manufacture them himself, in order that the 








efore it was practicable | 
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| work might not be delayed. This he did, though 
| at the loss of all the profits which he would have 
| realized had he been permitted to wait until he 
| could manufacture them himself. It appears from 
| the evidence that a kiln of three hundred thou- 
| sand brick, made after he had completed his ar- 
rangements for the prosecution of his contract, 
| cost, when delivered on the line of the work, 
| $1,575, and that these brick were worth, a€ the 
contract price, $2,625; showing a profit to the 
contractor exceeding $3 50 per thousand. 
About the Ist of October, 1855, he, as has been 
shown, was fully prepared to proceed in the exe- 
cution of his contract, (everything having been 
provided to enable him to te so to the best ad- 
vantage for his own interest as well as to the sat- 
isfaction of the Government,) and continued to 
perform it until the contract was virtually termin- 
ated by the United States, through the refusal of 
Congress to make any further appropriation for 
carrying on the work; and no complaint was 

made in relation to the manner in which the con- 
| tract was performed by the memorialist. That 

the contract of Mr. De Groot had been executed 
| with fidelity, and to the entire satisfaction of the 
| Government, is shown by the report of Captain 

Meigs of the 11th of April, 1856. In this he says 
of the contraetors, De Groot and Darling : “* They 
are waiting orders, and they do not know whether 
they should make one headed thousand or fifteen 
million bricks for the season’s use. As further 
proof of the faithful and satisfactory performance 
of the contract of De Groot, it appears that at 
the time the work was stopped by the Govern- 
ment there were four hundred and eighteen thou- 
sand five hundred and forty-four bricks unused on 
the line of the work, and three hundred thousand 
in the kilns ready for delivery. 

Mr. CARTER. Will it be in order to move to 
amend the resolution? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will, any time 
before the previous question is moved. 

The resolution was ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the resolution. 
| Mr. CRAWFORD. I hope the gentleman will 
| withdraw his call for the previous question until 
| L ean offer an amendment. 
| Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman will learn 
| the facts in the case, I am sure that he will with- 
| draw objection to the passage of the resolution 
in its present form, as it only confers upon the 


Secretary of War power to settle his accounts on 
| principles of equity and justice. I must insist on 
| the demand for the previous question. 


|| Mr. CRAWFORD. The objection I have to 


the resolution is to its provision to indemnify De 
Groot for his losses. The amount actually ex- 
pended by him I think it would be proper for us 
to refund; but to indemnify him for all the losses 
he has sustained by his contract, would be going 
entirely too far. e do not know, under the 
terms of the resolution, exactly the amount we 
5 oy nor, indeed, anapproximate amount, 

Mr. BURNETT. This resolution cannot op- 
erate to the prejudice of the Government. The 
resolution authorizes the Secretary of War to 
adjust his accounts on principles of equity and 
justice. It authorizes payment to him for losses 
that he sustained by action of the Government. 

Mr. CARTER. I offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Amendment is 
not now in order, the previous question being 
demanded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution was passed. 

Mr. BURNETT moved to sosienintes the vote 
by which the resolution was passed; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOUN MOSHIER. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that the Committee 
of the Whole House be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of House bill No. 359, for the 
relief of the legal representatives of John Moshier, 
and that the bill be now put on its passage. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD objected. 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the House adjourn. 


The question was taken; and the House refused 
to adjourn. 
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STEPHEN O. GIBBS. 


Mr. REAGAN. I move that the Committee 
of the Whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of House bill No. 357, for the relief of 
Stephen VO. Gibbs, and that the bill be now put on 
ils passage. 

Mr. TAPPAN. Lobject, unless the same priv- 
ilege be extended to me. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

I will say, in support of my motion, that all I 
desire is, that we may have some general debate 
to-night. Gentlemen want to make speeches; and 
by allowing that to be done this evening we shall 
save time. 

The motion was agreed to. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Penry in the chair.) 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the bill before the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is House bill No. 339, 
making appropriauons for the legislative, execu- 
tive, and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th June, 1861. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. That bill, I 
believe, has not been made a special order in the 
committee, and therefore general debate is in or- 
der upon it, 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know whether 
it is understood that nothing is to be done, ex- 
cept making speeches? [Cries of ** Certainly !’’} 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 1 desire to say to the gen- 
tleman from Maine, that the gentleman hon Vie- 
ginia [Mr. Bocock] had the floor when this ques- 
tion was under consideration in the committee on 
a previous occasion. He had no idea that the 
House would go into committee to-day. I hope, 
therefore, that when the House goes into com- 
mittee again, the committee will, as a matter of 
usual courtesy, allow the gentleman to be heard, | 
[Cries of ** Certainly !”’ ** Certainly !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair recognized the 
gentleman from Maine, and he is entitled to the 
floor. 

The committee was addressed by Messrs. 
WASHBURN of Maine, MARTIN of Ohio, 
COBB, WADE, COX, and PENDLETON. 
{Their remarks will be published inthe Appendix. ] | 
‘ Mr. STEWART, of Maryland, obtained the 

oor, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Will the gentleman yield | 
to a motion to adjourn? 
Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. As my col- 
league from Baltimore, |Mr. Davis,] to whose 
remarks I intend to reply, is not present, | will 

ield. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I move that the commit- 


I ask what is 


tee do now rise. 


The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Wane having 
taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Pergy 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on im 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly a bill (H, R. No. 339) making appro- 
priations for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1861, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 


ALFRED C. MURPHY AND OTHERS. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the relief of Alfred C. Murphy and 
Hiram Burmingham; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

And then, on motion of Mr. PENDLETON, (at 
half past five o'clock, p.m.,) the House adjourned. 


THE 





PETITION. ° 

Mr. HEMPHILL presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Hill, Johnson, and Parker counties, in 
Texas, praying the establishment of a mail route 
from Hillsboro, in Hillcounty, to Crimea; thence 
to Covington; thence to Buckhannon, in Johnson 
county; and thence to Weatherford, in Parker 
county, in that State; which was referred to the 


| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| than the other side. 


THE TARIFF. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am requested to present 
a petition signed by a large number of merchants 
of the city of Philadelphia, who desire an altera- 
tion in the revenue laws, and ask for some pro- 
tection for the labor of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
and of the other States of this Union. In present- 
ing the ‘petition, I desire to say that the impres- 
sion has gone abroad throughodt the State of 
Pennsylvania that the bill which has passed the 
House of Representatives on this shibject will pass 
the Senate. The good people of my State are 
told that if they do not get an alteration if the 
tariff this year, it will be the fault of the Repub- 


licans of the Senate, and probably of a want of || 


good faith on my part. I desire to say, sir, that 
I intend to press this question so that everybody 
here shall have an opportunity of showing how 
he stands upon it. to Pennsylvania this is the 
great question. It is that in which all her inter- 
ests,as her people believe, are centered. It is 
our ‘*nigger.’? [(Laughter.] In Pennsylvania, 
everybody pretends to be in favor of an alteration 
of the tariff so as to give protection to labor— 
Democrats and all others. 

The Democrats are more noisy on the subject 
They sa 


** You will have protection, and you will get it 
from the Democratic party in Congress.” I re- 


peat again, that 1 intend to bring this question 


| up on every proper occasion, so that before the 


close of the session we shall have an opportunit 
of seeing who is for it, and who is not. I thin 
Lean pledge every vote on this side, I think every 
man in opposition to the Administration now will 
vote fora bill something like that which has passed 


the House of Representatives; and, therefore, if 


some five or six or seven votes on the other side 
go with us, we, of course, shall get what we so 
much desire. + 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania will pause a moment. The Chair 
has been compelled to rap for order repeatedly 


| this morning, as the Senate is in great confusion, 


Itis very unpleasant for the Chair to have to in- 
terrupt the Senator on the floor until he can bring 
the body to order. 


Mr. CAMERON. Ihave said all that I care 


| about saying on this subject now, and have aL 
| to repeat that I do not intend that the scenes whic 


were enacted in Pennsylvania in 1844, shall again 
be acted in 1860. We will know our friends, and 


learn also who are not the friends of the white 


working men of Pennsylvania. If we are not to 
get that which we desire so much, we shall know 
who are its foes, and who are not. I move that 
the petition be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, 

ry’ > 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. IVERSON, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the memorial of Frances Stealey, widow 
of David Delk, a soldier in the Creek war who was killed 


| in battle, praying a pension, on the files of the Senate, be 
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The Journal of Saturday last was read and 
approved. 
ALTERATION OF THE SENATE CHAMBER. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ap- 
intment of Mr. Have, Mr. Hammonn, and Mr. 
ENJAMIN, a8 the select committee on the bill (S. | 


No. 451) to alter and improve the construction of 
the Senate Chamber. 





referred to the Committee On Pensions. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. IVERSON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
457) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Stephen Pleasonton; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MASON asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
459) for the relief of Commander Thomas J. Page, 
United States Navy; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 458) for 
the relief of Thomas J. Page; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 


; on Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- 
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sions, to whom was referred the petition of Wj) 

| liam Fairfax, a soldier in the war of 3819 pra . 

| ing to be allowed a pension, submitted an adiverss 

_ report; which was ordered to be printed. r 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 

| was referred the oe of Maurice K. Simons 

/a soldier in the Mexican war, praying to be al. 

lowed an increase of pension, submitted an ad- 
verse report; which was ordered to be printed, 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the papers in relation to the claim 
| of John Reed toa pension on account of an injury 
| received while in the military service of the w 
of 1812, submitted an adverse report; which w 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| were referred the papers in relation to the claim 
of John B. Miller toa pension, on account of ay 
injury received while a teamster in the quarter. 
| master’s department during the war with Mexico, 
| submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
| 456) for the relief of John B. Miller. The bill 
was read, and passed to asecond reading; and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

fe also, from the same committee, to whom 
‘was referred the memorial of Emanuel Cronkright, 
| a soldier in the war of 1812, praying to be allowed 
| a pension, submitted a report accompanied by a 
| bill (S. No. 455) for the relief of Emanuel Cronk- 
| right. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
| reading; and the report was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. POWELL, from the Committee on Pep- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No, 
| 656) granting a pension to Mary J. Harris,widow 
of Colonel Thomas L. Harris, deceased, reported 


ar 
as 





to the people, | it without amendment. 
il 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 
| Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 

Richard Mackall, praying indemnity for property 
| destroyed by the British during the last war, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
occupants of the Rogue river Indian reservation, 
in Jackson county, Oregon, praying for the en- 
actment of a law opening that reservation to pre- 
emption and entry, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to, a 
bill having been passed by the Senate covering 
the subject-matter of the petition. 

Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 240) 
for the relief of Cassius M. Clay, reported it with 
an amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claiins, submitted the papers in 
the case of William Hazzard Wigg, in compli- 
ance with an order of the Senate of the 16th in- 
stant; and they were ordered to lie on the table. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 114) further to provide for 
the safety of passengers on vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam, received from the House 
of Representatives on Saturday last, was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

PASSENGERS IN STEAMSHIPS. 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer a resolution, and ask 
for its immediate consideration: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 





ed to consider the expediency of further action, in order to 
secure proper accommodations and proper safety for passei- 
ers on board the steamers between New York and San 
‘rancisco, and to increase the efficacy of the existing pas- 
senger laws of the United States in their application to Cali- 
fornia passengers; with liberty to report by bill or other- 
Wise. 

The Senate, vy unanimous consent, proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr.SUMNER. Mr. President, I see the Sen- 
ator from California [Mr. Laruam] in his — 
and I am very glad of an opportunity of calling 
his attention particularly to the resolution which 
I now have the honor to offer. By acommunica- 
_ tion in the newspapers, from a very distinguished 

source—a clergyman who, during the last two 
months, sailed eon Boston to San Francisco—!t 
appears that the steamersare overloaded with pas- 
| sengers, and withoutadequate accommodations of 
| other kinds for safety. is statement on the sub- 
ject is very explicit, as it has been made in the 
newspapers, as also in private letters which he 
has addressed to his friends. I donot know that 
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the evil can be reached by any additional legisla- 
tion; perhaps no additional legislation is needed; 
put it is an evil which should be remedied in some 
way, or else we shall be startled some morning 
by the news of a great calamity—the loss of one 
of these steamers with a thousand passengers. 

Mr. LATHAM. I weuld suggest to the Sena- 
tor, as there isa bill now pending before this body 
which has passed the House of Representatives, 
that he prepare such amendments to that bill as 
will cover the case of which he has spoken, and 
provide against the emergency which he seems te 
anticipate. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, in which the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate was requested: 

A bill (No. 393) granting an invalid pension to 
Nathan Randall; . 

A bill (No. 394) for the relief of Mary J. Mad- 


dux; : 
7 bill (No. 395) for the relief of Chauncey W. 
Fuller; S : 
A bill (No. 396) for the relief of Michael R. 
Clark; j ; 
A bill (No. 398) granting a pension to Sarah 
Blackwell; ; : 4 
A bill (No. 399) granting a pension to Adeline 
Caddis; 
A bill (No. 400) for the relief of James Floyd; 
A bill (No. 404) granting an invalid pension to 
Michael Hanson; ; ; ' 
A bill (No. 407) granting an invalid pension to 
Ezekiel Jones; 
A bili (No. 415) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Daniel Bedinger, deceased; 


A bill (No. 424) for the relief of congressional | 


township number six south, of range number 
eight west, in Randolph county, State of Illinois; 

A bill (No. 425) for the relief of congressional 
township number two south, of range number 
twelve west, of the second principal meridian in 
Gibson county, State of Indiana; 

A bill (No. 426) for the relief of John Y.Sewell; 

A bill (No. 428) directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to liquidate the accounts of Mitchell & 
Rammilsburg and Baker & Von Phul; 

A bill (No. 430) for the relief of the heirs of 
Jonathan Skinner, deceased; 

A bill (No. 434) for the relief of John F. San- 
ford, administrator de bonis non of the estate of 
Robert Sanford, deceased; 

A bill (No. 436) for the relief of Eliza A. Mer- 
chant, widow of the late First Lieutenant and 
Brevet Captain Charles G. Merchant, of the Uni- 
ted States’ Army; 

A bill (No. 441) for the relief of Nancy Weeks, 
of Georgia; 

A bill (No. 421) for the relief of Joel M. Smith; 

A bill (No. 86) for the relief of William Lyon, 
late pension agent at Knoxville, Tennessee; 

A bill (No. 422) for the relief of Jethro Bon- 
ney, of the State of New York; 

A bill (No. 79) for the relief of James Hender- 
son; and 

A joint resolution (No. 17) for the relief of 
William H. De Groot. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills of the Senate: 

An act (No. 58) for the relief of George B. Ba- 
con, late acting purser of the sloop-of-war Ports- 
mouth; 

An act (No. 59) for the relief of Samuel A. 
West, George McCullough, Hiram McCullough, 
and Charles Pendergast; 

An act (No. 60) for the relief of Ann Scott; 

An act (No. 74) for the relief of Edward N. 
Kent; and 

Anact (No. 245) for the relief of Sweeny, Rit- 
tenhouse, Fant & Co. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. HALE. I desire to offer the following 
resolution, and I ask its consideration at present: 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of papeenanataves adjourn ‘their respective Houses 
sine die on Monday, the llth day of June next, at twelve 
o’clock, meridian. 


The joint resolution was read the first time. 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution ] the bill the special order for Thursday at half 


will now receive its second reading. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That resolution cannot be 
read twice the same day without unanimous con- 
sent. : 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair was 
about to treat it as a bill or joint resolution. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I prefer that it should be 
read but once to-day. I object to its further read- 
ing. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 


made, the resolution cannot receive its second | a)so to the superintendents who served previously 


reading to-day. ; 
Mr. HALE. This order is not like a bill re- 
quiring three readings. 


past eleven o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The hour of half 
| past twelve o’clock having arrived, the Chair 


j 
ANSON DART. 
| 
| 


| must call up the special order for that hour, being 


Dart. The pending question is on the amendment 


the bill (H. R. No. 220) for the relief of Anson 
| 


action of the Executive; but is simply an order | 
of the Senate, and [ understand it requires but | 


one reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression 
of the Chair is.that any resolution which requires 
the action of the House of Representatives must 


go through the same form as a bill. 


Mr. BIGLER. It requires unanimous consent 
to consider it to-day, and that is not granted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. At any rate, if 
objection be made it cannot be further considered 
to-day. 


TOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. GREEN. If it be the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate, I move to take up the resolution I submitted 
the other day, in regard to changing the regular 
hour of meeting of the Senate to eleven o’clock, 
instead of twelve. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the following order: 


Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the Senate | 


hereafter be eleven o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered 
by the Senate. 

The question being put on the adoption of the 
resolution, there was no quorum voting. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
nays. There is a quorum present. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 32, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Bingham, Bragg, 
Cameron, Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clingman, Collamer, 


Dixon, Doolittle, lessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, | 


Green, Grimes, Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson of Tennessee, 

Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Nicholson, Powell, Ten Eyck, 

Thomson, ‘Toombs, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—32. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bigler, Bright, Davis, Hale, Hammond, 


and Sumner—11. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


CALIFORNIA OVERLAND MAIL. 
Mr. HALE. 


be a special order coming up at half past twelve 
o’clovk to-day, to indulge me with a cand up the 
overland mail Lill, with a view of making it the 
special order for to-morrow morning at half past 
twelve o’clock. That is all I ask. I move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. No. 304) inviting proposals for carrying 
the entire mail between the Atlantic and Pacific 
States, on one line. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I wish simply to say to the 
Senator from New Hampshire, that a special or- 
der, in which my colleague and myself feel an 
interest, has been fixed for to-morrow at one 
o’clock. The overland mail bill cannot possibly 
be disposed of between half past twelve and one 
ofélock. 

Mr. HALE. What is your special order? 
Mr. SLIDELL. The bill repealing a certain 
act in relation to lands in Louisiana. I trust the 
Senator will not press the motion. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to fix some time when 
the overland mail bill may be taken up. 1 will 
say to the Senate that all our contracts for carry- 
ing the mail to the Pacific expire in less than six 
weeks, and then we shall be entirely without any 
service. I move that the bill be made the special 
order for half past twelve o’clock on Wednesday. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I would remind the gen- 
tleman that the bill for the admission of Kansas 
was made the special order for Wednesday, at 
one o’clock. 

Mr. HABE. Then [ name Thursday. Is there 
ony oveeeen to it? 

r.GWIN. We meet to-morrow at eleven 
o’clock. Let the Senator name an earlier hour 
than half past twelve. 

Mr. HALE. I propose Thursday at half past 
eleven o’clock. [** Agreed.’’}. I move to make 


I ask for the yeas and | 


I ask the Senate, as there will | 


_of the Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Lang,] to in- 
sert, after the word ** Oregon,’’ the words “ and 


or subsequently to the said Anson Dart;’’ so that 


: || the bill will read: 
It does not require the | 


That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 
| partment be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed 
| to pay, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 


|, appropriated, to Anson Dart, late superintendent of Indian 


| affairs in the Territory of Oregon, and also to the superin- 
| tendents who served previously or subsequently to the said 
Anson Dart, the sum of $4,000 per annum, &c. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The bill for the relief of 
Anson Dart has been discussed heretofore, on 
facts which were not embraced in the report of 
the committee, and which the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs had no opportunity of investigating. 
Of course, it cannot reach the justice of the case 
to discuss it on a set of facts of which we have 
never had the benefit of an investigation by the 
appropriate committee. I move, therefore, with 
the assent of the parties interested, to refer the 
bill back to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
with the amendment of the Senator from Oregon. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take from the table 
the bill (S. No. 408) introduced by me for the 
more effectual suppression of the slave trade, for 
the purpose of moving its reference to a commit- 
tee. 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
taken up. 

Mr. WILSON. I move to add five additional 
sections to the bill. It is unnecessary to read the 
sections. My object is to propose the addition of 
these five sections as an amendment, and then to 
move the printing of the amendment and the ref- 
| erence of the bill, and amendments to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. Before the vote is taken 


| on my motion, I desire to make a brief explana- 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, | 


tion of the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. President, the general voice of Christen- 
| dom pronounces the African slave trade a crime 
| against humanity. Itis war, devastation, blood- 
shed, tears, agony,death. Its appalling horrors 
upon the land, its tortures and torments upon the 
seas, glare upon the nations. The human imag- 
ination cannot conceive, nor the human intellect 
comprehend, the nameless woes, the ‘ sumless 
agonies”’ endured by the hapless children of Af- 
rica, through four centuries of this hideous traffic 
‘in the muscles and bones of men.”’ 

And now, in the light of the nineteentheentary, 
this traffic in humanity, which Jefferson branded 
an ‘*execrable commerce;’’ a “‘ piratical warfare ;”” 
a **cruel war upon human nature itself;”? which 
Madison stigmatized as “ infernal,’’ and Webster 
pronounced ‘inhuman and accursed,’’ stands 
revealed to the gaze of mankind in alfits loath- 
some and revolting aspects. Civilized man pro- 
nounces this traffic piracy, and the slave-trader 
a pirate and a felon—‘* an offender far beyond the 








ordinary depths of human guilt.’’ Yet, in this 
age, illumined by the lights of Christian civili- 
zation, this abhorred traffic flourishes in defiant 
mockery of the laws, the sentiments and the 
} opinions of the civilized world. wpe 

|| To America pelenae the glory of having led 
|| the nations in their effort to suppress this odious 
!| and polluted traffic; but in this work of inhuman- 
ity, which now stains and dishonors the age, 
American citizens, lusting for gold, though it be 
soiled by blood and tears, are enacting guilty 
deeds which bring dishonor and shame upon the 
American name. American avarice, in defiance 
of law, is now reviving with renewed vigor a traf- 
fic which is rekindling anew on the coasts of Af- 
rica the fierceness of savage warfare and adding 
‘*new and fiercer passions to the contests of bar- 
| barians.’? American ships, chartered by Amer- 
| ican citizens, manned by American seamen, fur- 
| nished with ‘*the instruments of misery and 
| 





torture, manacles and fetters,’’ forged by Ameri- 
canartisans, are hovering on the African waters for 
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human cargoes, or floating upon the seas, freighted 


with ‘* cargoes of despair,’’ with anguish, suffer- 
ing, and death. The American flag is prostituted to 
cover this loathsome commerce by American citi- 


blood to save that flag from such pollution and 
dishonor. American Christians, in Rectaabein defi- 
ance of the moral sense of mankind and the laws 
of their country, greedily clutch the surviving vic- 
tums of this lawless and piratical traffic, and doom 
them, in this Christian land, to perpetual bond- 


age. American juries, regardless alike of the laws | 
of the country and their own sworn obligations, || 


refuse to indictor convict the audacious pirate and 


felon engaged in this ** work of hell, fouland dark.”? | 
American jurists misconstrue, misinterpret, and || ous change ee wrought in the sentiments 


|| of portions of the 


pervert the statutes of the country, to save the 





ron from a felon’s doom, to keep the victim of | 


is crimes in pape servitude, and to shield 
the guilty purchaser of that victim from the just 
retribution of the violated laws of his country. 
American political economists clamor for the re- 
opening of the slave traffic; and American poli- 
ticians demand the modification or repeal of the 
laws which brand the slave trade as piracy; for 
these laws wound the refined and nice sensibili- 
ties of chivalric gentlemen, whose ardent souls 
hunger and thirst for the revival of a traffic, the 
contemplation of which fills their heated imagina- 
tions with dazzling dreams of commerical grand- 
eur, supremacy, and glory. American ‘‘ commer- 
cial conventions’’ are held, ‘* African labor asso- 
ciations”’ organized, *‘ secret leagues’’ formed, and 
** fillibuster expeditions,’’ in violation of neutral- 
ity laws, the faith and honor of the nation, sent 
to seize regions where markets may be opened 
for the victims of this traffic. American journals 


of shameless violation of law, justice and honor, 
which offend the moral sense, and defy the public 
opinion of an enlightened age. 

The history of America, Mr. President, bears 
ample evidence that the people of the United States 
have ever been hostile to the African slave trade. 
That colonial and commercial policy of England 
which nurtured, fostered, and protected the Afri- 
can slave traffic, found no sanction in the public 
opinion of the people of America. Bancroft tells 
us that “the English continental colonies, in the 
aggregate, were always opposed to the African 
siave trade;’’ that ** laws Scsloncd to restrict im- 
portations of slaves are scattered copiously along 
the records of colonial legislation.’”” The first 
Congress, in the Articles of Union, unanimously 
gave legal ae to the well-formed gs H 
and profound conviction of the country, by re- 


solving *‘ that no slaves be imported into any of | 
the thirteen United Colonies.’’ Under the Federal | 
Constitution, by the acts of 1794, 1800, 1807, 1818, | 


1819, and 1820—acts which received the support 
alike of the statesmen of the North and the South, 
and the sanction alike of the people of all sections; 


by the declarations of the treaty of Ghent, that | 


this trade is “irreconcilable with humanity and 


re. by the obligations of the Webster-Ash- | 


urton treaty—the American people have pro- 
nounced in favor of the extirpation of this enor- 
mous crim against the people of Africa. By these 


acts of jegislation, American citizens, seamen, and | 
vessels are prohibited from engaging in this traf- | 


fic, and American citizens can acquire no title to 
the victims of this illegal commerce. In view of 
the legislation of the American Government, Mr. 
Justice Wayne has emphatically declared, in his 
charge to the grand jury of the circuit court of 
tha United States for the district of Georgia, that 
** the rights of the inhabitants of Africa to their lib- 
erty were required to be inviolable by the inhabitants 
of the United States.”’ 

In spite, however, Mr. President, of the well- 
known and oft-avowed sentiments of the people, 
and of these acts of legislation, sanctioned by the 
reneral voice of the country, American merchants 

t out in our harbors slave ships; American sea- 
men navigate them; American citizens openly 
purchase and hold in perpetual bondage the sur- 
viving victims of the unhallowed trade; and the 
American flag, the banner of our pride, is made 
to conceal and protect “wrong, violence, and 


crime; the theft of living men; the foulness and 
corruption of the steaming slave-deck; the char- 
nel-house of wretchedness and despair.’’ These 
audacious deeds of lawlessness, violence, and in- 
humanity, cast their darkening shadows over the 
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justify these deeds of piracy and blood; these acts | 


i} 


land, dimming the name and staining the fame 
of America among the nations. By the general 
voice of mankind, the Republic of the United 


|| States—which began its existence by,the condem- 
zens, who should rather pour out their hearts’ | 


nation of the African slave-trade traffic—is the 


| most powerful supporter of that traffic among the 
| nations. Itis in vain for America to plead, against 


the accusing voice of mankind, before the tribu- 
nal of nations, that by her laws the African slave 

yiracy, and the African slave-trader a 
pirate and a Glén, while American capital, nauti- 
cal skill, and reckless daring, under cover of the 
American flag, infest the seas, and bring into her 


| own ports, unpunished, cargoes of despairing vic- 


tims. Nor will the world fail to note the marvel- 


merican people in regard to 
this heinous and appalling crime. Sir, in 1826— 
six years after the nation had made the African 
slave trade piracy—in the memorable debate on 
the Panama mission—Mr. Hayne, then represent- 
ing in this body the State of South Carolina, de- 
clared that we had effectually accomplished the 
repression of the slave trade, ‘* not more by the 
force of our laws than by the omnipotent power 
of public opinion;’’ that **even in those States 
where slavery exists, the people have gone heart 
and hand with the Government in every measure 
calculated to cut up this nefarious trade by the 
roots. In the State which I have the honor to 
represent, any man concerned, directly or indi- 
rectly, in this traffic would be indignantly driven 
out of society.’’ In this debate Judge errien, 
speaking for himself and Georgia, said, ‘* For 
myself, | abhor the slave trade; it is abhorred by 
my constituents.”’ 

Such were then, Mr. President, the declarations 
of these eminentsouthern statesmen concerning the 
African slave trade. Witness now the change 


wrought in the sentiments of at least a portion of 


the people of South Carolinaand Georgia. In the 


|| State where General Hayne then declared that 
|| any man concerned, directly orindirectly, in this 
| traffic, would be indignantly driven out of society,” 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 





grand juries refuse to indict the pirates and felons 
of the slaver Echo; and Captain Corrie, the pirate 


leader of the Wanderer, instead of being ** indig- 


nantly driven out of society’’ into a felon’s cell 
or on to a felon’s scaffold, now struts the streets 
amidst the caresses of applauding thousands, 
shielded from a felon’s doom by the monstrous 
perversions of the laws of the land by a faithless, 
if not by a perjured judge. And in that State 
where Mr. oaen then declared that the people 
‘* abhorred the slave trade,’’ ihe slaver Wanderer 
lands, unmolested, her human cargo. In that State 
these hundreds of kidnapped Africans are, in vio- 
lation of law, greedily clutched, scattered among 
people, and publicly exhibited in defiant mockery 
of Federal authority. From that State a delegate 
goes into a national convention of the American 
Democracy, advocates the reopening of the African 


slave traffic, avows himself the owner of some of 


the stolen barbarians of the Wanderer, and invites 
the delegates of a Christian people to go home 
with him and see his noble specimens of imported 
negroes. Inthat State, the pirate, Captain Farn- 
ham, is forcibly taken from his prison, released 
from confinement, and the Federal authorities put 
at defiance and forced to make an ignominious 
compromise with a mob of armed and maddened 
men. 

If the American people, Mr. President, would 
manifest their sincerity, now questioned; if they 
would vindicate the national character from the 
imputation of connivance at the violations of their 
acts for the suppression of the slave trade, they 
must not only enforce existing laws, but enact 
such statutes as the exigencies of the occasion 
demand. To carry more fully into effect existing 
laws against the slave trade; to fulfill our treat 
stipulations; to check the traffic now prosecuted, 
by our countrymen, with renewed vigor, and to 
vindicate the tarnished honor of the country, I 
have introduced this bill for the more effectual 
suppression of the slave trade. 

he first section directs the Secr@ary of the 
Navy to cause to be constructed five steam screw 
sloops-of-war, for service on the coast of Africa, 
in suppressing the slave trade. The vessels sent 
to the African waters, in compliance with the 
stipulations of the Webster-Ashburton treaty, are, 
by common consent, illy adapted to accomplish 
the extirpation of the slave traffic. The opinions 
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of naval officers and others, familiar with the con- 
dition of affairs on the African coast, are most em- 
phatically in favor of employing steamers adapted 
to the service, instead of sailing ships. om- 
mander A. H. Foote, who commanded the Per 

in 1849, 1850, and 1851, on the coast of Afries 
and rendered most efficient service, in his book 
entitled ‘* Africa and the American Flag,” says: 


‘‘If the commodore had a small-sized steamer on the 
Loando station, in which he might visit the cruisers at 
coe along the line of the slave eoast, we should no more 

ear of a slaver using the American flag, than we do now 
of his using the British flag.” 


In an address delivered at the annual meetine 
of the American Colonization reyew i held in this 
city in 1855, Commander Foote said: 


“ France could not, therefore, even with a larger force 
than England, accomplish the same result in captures as 
the British squadron, as she is not in treaty with other 
Powers, as England is. Her squadron of steamers and gai. 
ing vessels has vindicated the French flag by restricting its 
use in the slave traflic. And when it is remembered that 
the legal commerce of France is one hundred per cent. Jess 
than that of the United States, and that the slave trade yp. 
der the French flag has been more than one hundred per 
cent. less than that under the American, it will readily be 
seen that the twelve French cruisers are ample for the pur- 
pose of protecting French commerce and preventing the use 
of the French flag in the slave trade. Had the Uniteg 
States, in place of her three sailing vessels, the number of 
steamers and sailing cruisers on the coast, with treaty Stip- 
ulations for coJperation, that France now has—and which 
it is believed she intends to be continued there—we soon 
should hear no more of the American flag being engaged in 
the slave trade, than we now do of the colors of England or 
France covering that atrocious traffic.” * Pe 8 
“It will increase the efficiency of that force by the addi- 
tion of several small steamers, as being better adapted for 
the suppression of the slave traffic, and for the protection 
of our valuable commerce, than the mere sailing vessels 
now composing the squadron.” 


In a letter addressed to me, in March last, this 
officer says: 


**The proposition to build small steamers is a step inthe 
right direction.” 


Commander Lynch, in his official report, pub- 
lished in 1854, said: 


“If we do not wish to be accused, and perhaps justly 
accused, of observing the letter and negiecting the spirit of 
our treaty stipulations with regard to the slave trade, we 
will substitute small but effective steamers for sailing ves- 
sels upon the African station. In the John Adams, we 
were ten days in making the distance which could have 
been accomplished by a steamer in thirty-six hours. 

“From the causes I have enumerated, our cruisers can 
visit very few places compared to the number that should 
be visited, and, as the log-books will testify, often remain 
long at their anchors, or make yet more lengthy passages to 
Madeira to recruit—a pass which, under canvass alone, 
in the teeth of a trade wind, is often more prolonged and 
more wearing to the ship than if she came directly home.” 


On the 17th July, 1852, Commodore Lavallette, 
then in command of the United States African 
squadron, addressed a friend thus: 


*] trust that the squadron may npt be withdrawn, but 
that it will be Kept up, and instead of half a dozen sailing 
vessels being employed in this service, there may be sent 
to the station three or four steam vessels that will more 
effectually protect our commercial interests in this quar- 
ter, as well as more certainly suppress the slave trade.” 


Commodore Mayo, in command of the Afri- 
can squadron, writes under date of 23d December, 
1853: 

**It is much to be deplored that the want of small steam- 
ers in our Navy deprives this squadron of the greatest 
modern improvement in naval equipments, for these calm 
seas are particularly adapted to steam navigation. I am 
of opinion that it is very essential uiat the flag-ship, at 
least, should be a steamer.”’ 


An intelligent correspondent, writing to the New 
York Times, a few months ago, from the west 
coast of Africa, says: 


* And finally, in the name of all that is sensible and rea- 
sonable, if we are going to be in earnest in wiping out this 
stain so foul upon us, let us signify our earnestness by send- 
ing to the west coast a proper and adequate force. The 
idea of sending there, as chasing craft, a lot of old bygone 
sailing vessels, is simply ridiewious, and an insult to the 
common sense of the age in which we live. Ten years 
after England and France, we begin to discover that an 
efficient arm of the naval service is small, light draft, swift 
screw steamers, and it is to be hoped that in imitation of 
those Powers, in the course of time we will have there the 
only really effective vessels on the African station.’’ 


A correspondent of the Times, referring to the 
condition of affairs on the African coast, says: 


“That that work may be successfully prosecuted, it is, of 
course, requisite that the proper means be furnisled for it. 
A few small, swift steamers, commanded by young officerss 
who are anxious to acquire a reputation, would be a power- 
ful lever in the hands of a rightly-disposed flag officer, and 
would go far toward out this foul stain of the Afri- 
can slave trade. I am glad to see the move made in Con- 
gress, to have a class of vessels constructed which are the 
only vessels fit for service on the coast of Affica. ‘hey are 
the more needed, from the fact that the slave-traders are 
about employing steamers in the prosecution of their nefa- 
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rious traffic. Atthe date of my leaving the coast (a short slave-trader. Under the protecting folds of that 


time since) a steamer was looked for from Cuba, which was 
expected to carry off a cargo of two thousand negroes. IT 
most heartily wish suecess to Senator Witson’s bill, which 
provides for the building of five awit light draft steamers.” 

At the annual meeting of the board of directors 
of the American Colonization Society, held in 
Washington city on the 18th of January, 1855, it 
was resolved that the African ‘* squadron ought 
to be rendered more efficient by the employment 
of several small steamers.”’ 

These opinions of officers who have been em- 
ployed on the African coast, and of persons in- 
terested in the efforts making to suppress this 
iniquitous traffic, should incite us, if we mean to 
full our treaty obligations, enforce ourown stat- 
utes, and vindicate our sincerity—now questioned 
—to speedy and effective action. 

The second section of this bill increases the 

bounty, authorized by the third section of the 
act of 1819 to be paid to officers and seamen of 
any commissioned vessel of the United States, 
for each African paghnned and delivered to any 
United States marshal, from twenty-five to one 
hundred dollars. The object of this increase of 
bounty is to incite the officers and crews of Amer- 
ican ships to increased efforts for the capture of 
African slavers. 

The third section of this bill provides that the 
bounty of fifty dollars, now paid to any person for 
lodging information with the officers of the United 
States that any African has been imported in vio- 
lation of law, shall be increased to one hundred 
dollars; and that it shall be the duty of any dis- 
trict attorney to sue and obtain from any ya te or 
commissioner of the United States, a warrant, di- 
recting the marshal to bring before the judge or 
commissioner such negro, together with the per- 
son in whose custody he may be; and the judge 
or commissioner shall examine summarily the 
case, and if it shall be ascertained that such per- 
son of color has been brought in contrary to law, 
the judge or commissioner shall direct the marshal 
to take such person into safe-keeping, subject to 
the order of the President; and it shall festa be 
the duty of the judge or commissioner, on any 
probable cause, to commit into custody the persén 
in whose custody such African was found, for 
trial according tolaw. The object of this’section 
is to quicken the zeal of persons interested in the 
suppression of the slave traffic, by increasing the 
bounty paid for information furnished to the Gov- 
ernment officials, and to enlarge the powers and 
duties of the officers of the United States. In view 
of the utter failure to recapture any of the hun- 
dreds of Africans imported in the Wanderer, now 
openly held as slaves in violation of law, some fur- 
ther legislation is demanded. 

Section four provides that all persons convicted 
of portinensieny directly or indirectly, in the slave 
trade, either as officers or seamen on board ves- 
sels engaged in the trade, or who may fit out or 
be in any way interested in fitting out or sailing 
any ship for the purpose of engaging in that trade, 
shall be adjudged guilty of the crime of piracy, 
and punished therefor by imprisonment for life. 
This is a proposition to increase the penalties of 
fitting out vessels for the slave trade, by making 
such fitting out piracy, and to change the death 
penalty imposed upon officers and crews engaged 
in the trade to imprisonment for life. It makes 
persons on the land, who shall be interested in 
fitting out slavers, pirates and felons, as guilty of 
the ignominious crime of slave trading, as the 
crews of slavers filled with the victims of the traf- 
fic, and it increases the chances of conviction, 
tow so difficult, by repealing the death peyalty. 
Such change cannot fail to aid more effectually 
the execution of the laws. 

The fifth section provides that any ship upon 
the seas, nota properly registered American ship, 
which shall display the American flag as a badge 
of its nationality, shall be guilty of felony, and the 
owners, Officers, and crew thereof, shall be pun- 
ished by imprisonment not less than one year, and | 
the ship forfeited to the United States. ‘The Amer- | 
lean flag is the chosen banner of the audacious 
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flag he conceals his crimes against human nature. 
We know, the civilized world knows, that the flag 
of the United States is stained withthe pollutions 
of the African slave traffic, that it is the shield of 
the slave pirate on every sea, under cover of which 
he pursues his work of human misery, despair, 
anddeath. .The reports made to our Government 
by our ministers abroad, and our naval officers, 
furnish the amplest evidence that the American 
flag is made to cover this polluted commerce in 
flesh and blood. Mr. Proffit, minister to Brazil, 
in a letter to Mr. Upshur, in 1844, said: 


“T regret to say this, but it is a fact not to be disguised or 
denied, that the slave trade is almost entirely carried on 
under our flag, in American-built vessels, sold to slave trad- 
ers here, chartered for the coast of Africa, and there sold, 
or sold here, to be delivered on the coast. And, indeed, the 
seandalous traffic could not be carried to any extent, were 
it not for the use made of our flag.” 


In a dispatch forwarded to the Secretary of 
State, in 1845, by Henry A. Wise, then minister 
of the United States at the court of Brazil, where 
he had abundant anpermnty of becoming ac- 
sees with the details of the slave trade, and 
the manner in which our citizens made themselves 
parties to it, he says: 

‘* Our flag alone gives the requisite protection against the 
right of visit, search, and seizure; and our citizens, in all 
the characters of owners, consignees of agents, and of mas- | 
ters and crews of our vessels, are concerned in the business, 
and partake of the profits of the African slave trade, to and 
from the ports of Brazil, as fully as the Brazilians them- 
selves, and others in conjunction with whom they carry it 
on. In fact, without the aid of our own citizens and our 
flag, it could not be carried on with suceess at all.” 

The successor of Mr. Wise, David Tod, in dis- 
patches to the Secretary of State, earnestly invoked 
theaction ofthis Governmentto vindicate the honor 
of the American flag. In communications to Mr. 
Clayton, he said: 

** Tt will be difficult, if not impossible, wholly to rescue 
American vessels and the American flag from this trade.”’ 
* * *  *  * But, above all, the ‘stars and stripes’ || 
give to vessels, throughout the world, a protection that is | 
afforded them by no other flag.’’ 

“The preservation of the integrity of our flag is an object 
too sacred to be placed in the scale with dollars and cents. 
If it be not so, let all enactments upon the subject of the 


foreign slave trade be wiped from the statute-book.”’ 
* * * * * * * * . * 











* With the slave dealers and their abettors, oaths are as 
idle wind, and testimony is a fair purchasable commodity. 
So long as the American flag is suffered to cover vessels 
trading between Brazil and Africa, all restrictions may be 
considered absolutely nugatory and futile.’’ 

* * * * * * * * 


* * 

“In this unequal struggle between humanity and patri- 
otism on the one hand, and cupidity and imaginary self- 
interest on the other, the influence of the United States 
flag is scarcely felt, except in the support of the slave- 
dealer; the seizures made by the American men-of-war 
weigh as nothing in the scale with the facilities which our 
colors afford in the transportation to Africa of slave goods, 
slave crews, and slave vessels.”’ | 

‘Tt is not my intention to point out the various modes in 
which our flag is used to advance the nefarious traffic. 
The Government is already in possession of full informa- 
tion upon the subject.” * - * : * * 

** Hundreds of thousands of American bosoms would be | 
bared tq resent an insult offered to our flag by a foreign 
foe; and shall we hesitate to rescue that same glorious 
banner from the foul pollution of the slaver’s touch ?”? 


Robert T. Schenck, minister from the United 
States to the court of Brazil, in a letter to Secre- 
tary Webster, dated Rio Janeiro, April 26, 1852, 
says: 

* A reaction has evidently taken place.” * * * 
“1 am sorry to saythat’” * * * e “ nothing 
seems to occur to these miscreants who would commerce 
in human flesh, more likely to serve the purpose than the 
use, or rather abuse, of the American flag. It alone gives 
privilege and immunity from visitation and search, when 
on the high seas, against all pursuers but the commis- 
sioned naval police of our country.”’ 

Here, Mr. President, we have the emphatic 
declarations of four American ministers to the 
Brazilian Government—Proffit, Wise, Tod, and 
Schenck—that the American flag is made to pro- 
tect the piratical traffic of African slavers. Our 
naval officers, in their dispatches and letters, are 
equally emphatic in these declarations. Com- | 
mander L. M. Powell, of the United States ship | 
John Adams, in a letter dated at sea, in 1850, to || 
Commodore Gregory, commanding our naval | 
force on the African coast, said: 

“That our flag is used and abused for jhe purpose of 
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sheltering the African slave-trader, both here and on the 
coast of Brazil, is a shameful truth: by Brazilians, and 
other foreigners, to evade the British cruisers ; and by our 
own people, to cover foreigners and their property from 
search and capture, when the latter were destined for the 
slave trade.” 


Mr. Buchanan, Governor of Liberia, said, in 
1839: 

“The chief obstacle to the success of the very active 
measures pursued by the British Government for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade on the coast, is the American 

ag. Never was the proud banner of freedom so extensively 
abused by those pirates upon liberty and humanity as at this 
season.”’ 

Commander Foote, distinguished for his zeal 
for the extirpation of the slave traffic, emphatic- 
ally declared, in his work called Africa and the 
American Flag, that ‘*the slave trade has been 
boldly carried on under the American flag.’’ In 
his address, in 1855, before the Colonization 
Society, this officer said: 


“The American flag has become deeply involved in the 
slave traffic. Of this, as you are aware, from the reports 


| of our officers on the African and Brazil stations, and from 


our diplomatic agents in Rio de Janeiro, there is abundant 
evidence in the Navy and State Departments,” 

The sixth section requires the master of every 
ship, before sailing for any port on the coast of 
Africa, to notify the attorney of the United States 
for that district; and it requires the attorney, upon 
receiving such notice, to examine the vessel, to 


| ascertain whether she is designed to be engaged 


in the African slave trade, and to continue such 
examination, until her actual departure; and every 
ship departing, or attempting to depart, in viola- 
tion of this act, shall be forfeited. This provis- 
ion gives ample power to, and makes it the duty 
of, the district attorneys of the United States to 
institute the most searching investigations into 
the character of all vessels sailing for the coasts 
of Africa. A faithful execution of this section of 
the bill would make it most difficult to fit out 
these slavers in American ports, 

The seventh section of the bill provides that, 
whenever any American registered vessel shall 
be sold to a citizen of the United States, at any 
foreign port or place in North or South America, 
the West India Islands, the Cape de Verde Islands, 
or near the coast of Africa, the sale shall be ut- 
terly void, unless executed in the presence of a 
minister or consul of the United States, and shall 
contain a condition that the ship shall return to 
the United States for a new register. And if any 
citizen of the United States, in any such port or 
place, being the owner, or agent for the sale of 
an American ship or vessel, shall sell such ship 
or vessel, knowing that she is to be employed in 
the African slave trade, or that she is about to 
make a voyage to the coast of Africa before re- 
turning to the United States, or shall charter a 
vessel of which he may be the owner, or the 
agent, for a voyage to the coast of Africa, with 
the intent to sell such ship or vessel on that coast, 
every person so offending, on conviction thereof, 
before the circuit court of the United States, for 
any district wherein he may be brought, or after- 
wards found, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
$10,000, and shall be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding three years. And it makes every char- 
ter of an American vessel, at any foreign port, 
with the intent that such vessel shall be employed 
in the slave trade, and every sale of an American 
vessel on the coast of Africa, unless condemned 
as unseaworthy, illegal. 

The eighth section provides, that when any per- 
son shall lodge information with the attorney of 
the district against any person for the violation of 
this act, by any sale or charter of any vessel con- 
trary to the act, it shall be the duty of the at- 
torney to commence a prosecution against the 
offender, and upon conviction every such vessel 
shall be forfeited. 

By the ninth section of the bill every owner or 
agent for the sale of an American ship who shall 
sell such ship in any of the ports aforesaid, and 
every purchaser of such ship shall, at the time of 
the execution of the instrument of writing in the 
nature of a bill of sale forthe transfer of such ship, 
make oath before a minister or cansul of the 
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the said ship is not intended to be engaged in the 
African slave trade; and if any such owner, agent, 
or purchaser, shall swear falsely in the premises, 
he shal! be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall, 
on conviction heel, suffer all the pains and pen- 
alties imposed by the acts of Congress for willful 
and corrupt perjury. 

Sir, these three sections of the bill—the seventh, 
eighth, and ninth—were prepared and introduced 
into the Senate in 1854, in the form of a bill for 
the more effectual suppression of the slave trade, 
by the late John M. Clayton. While at the head 
of the Department of State, his attention had been 
most pressingly called to the use of the flag and 
ships of the United States in the slave traffic be- 
tween the coast of Africa and Brazil, by our min- 
ister, Mr. Tod. The files of the Department con- 
tained the amplest evidence, furnished by our 


United States residing at such port or place- that 


Brazilian ministers and consuls, that the slave | 


trade, so flourishing between Africa and Brazil, || 


was carried on to an alarming extent by American 
seamen and vessels, under the protection of the 
American flag. Mr. Wise and Mr. Tod had fur- 


nished the Government the most conclusive evi- || 
dence of the prostitution of our flay and the com- || 


plicity of our countrymen; they had suggested 
the remedies, and earnestly invoked the prompt 
action of their Government, Mr. Wise, in a com- 
munication to the Government, said: 


** It cannot be denied, and it is no longer to be concealed, 
and the souner all parties, at home and abroad, are in- 
formed of it, the better,) that there is no trade whatever 
between the coast of Africa and Brazil, but what partakes, 
directly or indirectly, of the nature and of the profits or 
losses of the slave trade. The slave trade is the main, the 
staple business, and all other trades, with the slightest ex- 
ception, are accessory or auxiliary to it, between that coust 
and Brazil. And no vessels of the United States are char- 


tered for the coast, in this country, but to export goods, | 


provisions, and munitions of war, to make funds for the 
slave trade ; or they are chartered to carry and bring crews 


of vessels employed in the slave trade, and to be tenders of || 
those vessels in other respects; or they are chartered to | 


cover their sales, and to obtain the protection of their flag, 
until they can be delivered on the coast, and ship their 
cargo of slaves. 
none, Or scarcely ever to any one, except notorious slave 
dealers, and are consigned, in alinost every instance, to 
their known agents in Africa. And extraordinary prices 
are given for the vessels and the charters of vessels of the 
United States, because their national flag alone prutects 
them from visits and search.”’ 


Mr. Tod, who succeeded Mr. Wise, in his 
communications pressed upon the attention of the 
Government the four of aking prompt and effect- 
ual measures to prevent the participation of our 
countrymen in the iniquitous commerce in flesh 


and blood. From these dispatches of Mr. Tod 1 


make a few quotations, to show the guilty par- | 
ticipation of our countrymen, and the remedy pro- | 


posed. Mr. Tod says: 


** Citizens of the United States are constantly in this 
capital, whose only occupation is the buying of American 
vessels with which to supply the slave importers. ‘These 
men obtain sea-letters, which entitle them to continue 11. 
use the United States flag; and it is this privilege which 
enables them to sell their vessels to the slave-traders, de- 


liverable on the coast of Africa, at double, and sometimes | 


more than double, the price for which they were purchased 
on the preceding day. 
and slave crews, under the protection of our flag, and re- 
main nominally American property, until a favorable op- 
portunity occurs for receiving a cargo of slaves; and it is 
not unfrequently the case that our flag covers the slaver 
until the Africans are landed upon the coast of Brazil.’ 
The granting of sea-letters to American purchasers in 
this country is one prolific source of the abuse of our flag.” 


. . . * * * . * . . 


“Tt may be said, in general terms, that the entire trade 
carried on in American vessels, between Brazil and Africa, 
is directly or indirectly connected with the slave traffic. 
No one charters a United States vessel for Africa, and no 
person purchases one deliverable there, except the slave- 
dealer. I repeat it, the whole commerce carried on in 
American vessels between the two countries is stained 
with the blood of the African, and is a reproach upon our 
national reputation.’’ ® ad ° e ® * 

** But, so long as our vessels are permitted to clear from 
the ports of Brazil for the coast of Africa, for any purpose 
whatever, no regulation can entirely check the evil. I 
would, therefore, recommend that all trade in American 
vessels, between the ports of Brazil and those of Africa, be 
prohibited by law. The legal trade between the two coun- 
tries is inconsiderable ; the loss, therefore, to our carriers 
would be triffing.”’ 

** 1 also recommend that our laws, providing for the issue 
of sea-letters to vessels sold abroad, be so amended as to 
entitle the purchaser to a sea-letter only to navigate his 
ship to the United States. This would, at all times, give to 
our Government the security afforded by the bond executed 
by the owners upon obtaining their register, and to this ex- 
tent serve to prevent a violation of our navigation laws.” 

. . o * * 


“The use of American vessels in this traffic would also 
be materially checked by refusing sea-letters, except for 
the sole purpose of returning home to obtain a register.” 


And they are chartered by and sold to | 


The vessels take over slave goods | 











The Hon. Gorham Parks, late consul at Rio 


| de Janeiro, in an official communication to Mr. 
|| Tod, said: 
|| Soon after I arrived here, I was applied to, to grant sea- 
|| letters. I perceived at once, what has since been too pain- 
fully verified, the great aid itwould give to the slave traffic, 
\| and after consultation with Mr. Wise, then United States 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary at this 
court, | declined to grant sea-letters for any other voyage 
| than to the United States, where, upon the arrival of the 
| purchased vessel, her owner would be obliged to procure a 
| register in the usual manner. Mr. Wise sent me a very 
| able and Juminous argument, sustaining me in the views I 
| took of this subject, which I forwarded to the State De- 
| partment. .4n answer was returned, informing me that it 
| was my duty to grant sea-letters. Since that instruction 
| was known, I have granted nineteen sea-letters to vessels, 
i 


seventeen of which are known to have gone to the coast of 


Africa. 
| ‘** As there is no trade in American vessels between Bra- 
| zil and the coast of Africa but what is directly or indirectly 
| connected with the slave trade, all commerce between Bra- 
zil and Africa in our vessels should be prohibited. Should 
any one deny the aasertion that there is no trade in Amer- 
ican vessels between this country and the coast, except 
| what is connected with the slave trade, I refer him to the 
evidence furnished in the cases of the Laurens and Inde- 
| pendence. Were these suggestions adopted, you must be 
| well aware that not only the whole slave trade in our ves- 
sels between Africa and Brazil would be entirely broken up, 
but the slave trade itself, in any vessels, would receive a 
| severe and salutary check; and no people would rejoice 
| more at such a consummation than a large proportion of 
| the ablest and wisest men this country affords. The deep 
| affection which is felt here for the people of the United 
| States would be increased; our commercial and friendly 
| relations would be drawn still nearer together; our national 
| character would be elevated more than it could be, were 
we to line this whole coast with line-of-battle ships and 
frigates ; much good and no evil would be done.”’ 


From the State Department, where his atten- 
tion had been called to this subject, Mr. Clayton 
came into the Senate, and early introduced the 
bill to remedy the shocking evils described in the 
reports of our officials in Brazil. In support of 
his bill, Mr. Clayton said: 

“ American ships are always sought for in Havana for 
the slave trade, and command a higher price, when pur- 
chased or chartered to be used as slavers, than the vessels 
of any other nation. Hence it is that our countrymen are 
more deeply implicated as participating in this traffic than 
either Englishmen or Frenchmen. We have acquired a 
| degree of skill in the construction of ships unequaled by 
any other nation.’’ * * ° * . ” “A 
| **It isnot merely the superiority of the American vessel, 

but the superior character of the American captains for skill, 
intrepidity, and daring in these hazardous enterprises, that 


causes them to be employed at higher prices than could be 
obtained by others.’’ 


Under the lead of Mr. Clayton, the bill unani- 
| mously passed the Senate; but this wise and be- 
neficent measure, intended to remedy a greatabuse 
and to check the slave traffic, was not acted upon 
in the House of Representatives. That House 
was then engaged in a great struggle to repeal the 
restriction upon slavery extension, embodied in 
the Missouri prohibition of 1820, and had no time 
| to act upon this humane and Christian measure. 
{ have, therefore, incorporated this bill of Mr. 
Clayton’s, entire, into the bill I now propose; 
and, as it received the unanimous vote of the Sen- 
ate in 1854, I confidently hope it will receive the 
sanction of the Senate in 1860. 

The British Government, with which we have, 
by the Webster-Ashburton treaty, entered into 
stipulations for the extirpation of the African 
slave trade, employs commissioners or agents, 
resident in Africa. I propose, in the tenth sec- 
tion of this bill, the appointment of a commis- 
sioner, to reside in Africa, whose duty it shall be 
to aid in the suppression of the slave trade, under 
the direction and instruction of the President of 
the United States. The service of an able and faith- 
ful slave commissioner, resident in Africa, can 
render to the great work of extirpating the traffic 
in men, must be invaluable. A writer in the New 
York Times, under the signature of ‘* Loanda,”’ 
who speaks, as he says, from personal observa- 
tion and general experience on the slave coast, 
sustains this position. This writer says: 

*« Next in importance to having a proper and well-directed 
squadron, | consider, is the appointment of a slave com- 
missioner. The presence of such an official on the coast 
is all-important, and [ consider that the fact of the neces- 
sity of such an appointment has been overlooked. The 
vocation of this man should be to adjudge of prizes, and to 
decide as to the legality of captures. He should be armed 
with high powers of authority, and be an accomplished 
jurist, which very many of our naval officers in command 
are certainly not. By his keeping a number of spies (blacks) 
in his employ, he could be readily informed as to the prox- 
imity of a slaver, or the congregation of a cargo ; and on the 
strength of that information would be able, by dispatching 
a force to the oe point, to put a stopper on the pro- 
ceed of the slave-trading gentry. He would keep the 
home fully informed as to the actual state of 
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the traffic, which he would be well ifie yi 

of his residence on the coast, and the falimens of tate 
| tion which would be realized by his official position, And 
| in this connection, it may be well to state that the superio 
efficiency and power of the British Government in keeping 
in check the slave trade, is due, not only to the excellenes 
of their slave squadron, but also to the workings of Zeal. 
ous commissioners, who, like sentinels ever on the alert 
catch the first sound of the slave-cargoes’ tread, and pass 
the news along the line.”’ 

By existing regulations, the naval officers sen, 
| to the African waters to aid in the suppression of 

the illegal slave traffic are responsible if the yes. 
sels captured are not, by a court of law, proved to 
_be slavers. The difficulties of conviction, unless 

slaves are found on board, are well known. The 
oft-repeated failures to convict in such cases aro 
well known to the naval officers, and cannot {jj 
to repress their zeal, and thus restrain thei; 
action. By the eleventh section I propose to re. 
lease the naval officers fromany res onsibility for 
arresting any vessel spell of being engaged 
in the slave trade, and thereby leave them free to 
exercise their own judgments in making arrests 
uninfluenced by any apprehensions of legal pros. 
| ecutions. 

By the recent extraordinary decision of Judge 
McGrath, of the circuit court of the United States 
for the district of South Carolina, importing Afi- 
cans who were not free in Africa is no offense 
against the act of 1820, and is not therefore pun- 
ishable as piracy. ‘The act of 1820, as construed 
by Judge McGrath, in the trial of Captain Corrie 
of the yacht Wanderer, only condemns as piracy 
the seizure and importation of persons who arg 
free. By the twelfth and thirteenth sections, | 





| propose to amend the provisions of the act of 


1820 to meet the objections of Judge McGrath. 
It is proposed, Mr. President, by the enact- 
ment of this bill, to construct five steam sloops- 
of-war for service in the African waters, “ to 
assist,’? in the words of Daniel Webster, “in 
scourging from the seas the worst pirates which 
ever infested them;’’ to release the naval officers 
from any legal responsibilities for the capture of 
suspected slavers not proved to be slavers by the 
courts; to incite the zeal of officers and crews, 
by increasing fourfold the bounty for captures; 
to send a commissioner to Africa to baffle the 
schemes of the flesh-jobbers on land and sea; to 
make the fitting out of slavers, like the sailing of 
them, piracy; to facilitate the conviction of the 


| Slave pirates of land and sea, by changing the 


penalty from death to imprisonment for iife; to 
make the display of the American flag asa badge 
of nationality by a not legaily-registered Amen- 
can ship felony, the penalty of which is impris- 
onment of the crew and the forfeiture of the vessel; 
to make the sale of American ships on the coast 
of Africa illegal, and to require the sellers and pur- 
chasers of American vessels in anyforeign port—in 
North or South America,the West India Sivade 
and the Cape de Verde Isiands—to make oath that 
such vessels are not intended to be engaged in the 
slave trade; to forbid the abuse of consular sea- 





letters, by vessels sold abroad, by requiring them 
to return to the United States for new registers 


| before making voyages to the African coasts; and 


to enlarge the powers and increase the duties of 
the judicial officers of the United States in the ex- 
amination of ships intended to sail for the ports 
of Africa, and in the arrest and examination of 
colored persons imported in violation of the laws 





of the country. ‘ 
Such, Mr. President, are the provisions pro- 
osed to be incorporated into the statutes of the 
Repahiic, by the enactment of this bill. Existing 
statutes, however wisely framed, are inadequate 
to meet the necessities of the present. They have 
not only failed to preserve unsullied the American 
flag upon the seas, and to prevent American ships, 
navigated by American seamen, from participa- 
tion in the guilty commerce in flesh and blood 
between Africa and Cuba and Brazil, but they 
have failed to preserve American soil from the 
polluting tread of imported African barbarians. 
| move the reference of this bill to the Judiciary 
Committee, and I ask the members of that com- 
mittee to give to it their earnest attention and fa- 
vorable consideration. Should it have the favor 
of the committee, should it receive the sanction of 
Congress and the approval of the President, and 
should its provisions be rigorously enforced by 
the executive and judicial officers of the Govern- 


ment, it will, I am sure, contribute something to 
check the participation of our countrymen in an 


ei 


ee ee ee sears 


1866 


accurse 
fame of 
mote tl 
pains u 
with th 
fering, 
The 
Massa 
printed 
referre' 
Mr. 
to the | 
erence 
sels of 
Judicit 
of dou 
one co 
to me 
belong 
» havet 
make 
Mr. 
propo 
on the 
Mr. 
Mr. 
direct 
Mr 
prope 
fairs | 
order 
provi 
bill o! 
the C 
that J 
objec 
Nava 
Mr 
stean 
very 
stanc 
ships 
Cubs 
send 
Judi 
legit 
the ¢ 
M 
to th 
setts 
yreh 
bin i 
) slave 
by h 
into 
som 
that 
dicia 
mitt 
the § 
to el 
tion 
Seng 
refer 
ship 
book 
M 
der | 
that 
Con 
of t 
M 
of t] 
ator 
ina 
to k 
is tl 
tior 
cap 
sett 
to § 
int 
the 
anc 
ora 
, has 
- ani 
/ the 
i the 
an 


the 


meas 


Set er. 


Ee 


omy 


lcci Ted in 


Fate 








no 
pr 


Ce 








21, 


ns, 
ace 


Virtue 
Orma. 

And 
Perior 
lence 
Zeal. 
alert, 
1 pass 


Sent 
On of 
Ves. 
ed to 
nless 
The 
3 are 
t fail 
their 
O re- 
y for 
aged 
ee to 
ests, 
oTos- 


udge 
lates 
A fri- 
ense 
pun- 
rued 
orrie 
racy 
) are 
ns, I 
t of 
th. 
dact- 
ops- 
“ to 
“ in 
hich 
icers 
re of 
y the 
ews, 
ures; 
» the 
a; to 
ig of 
. the 
- the 
2; to 
adge 
nerl- 
pris- 
ssel; 
oast 
pur- 
—in 
nds, 
that 
1 the 
sea- 
hem 
ters 
and 
>s of 
 OX- 
orts 
n of 
aws 


ro- 
ia 
ting 
uate 
save 
ican 
ips, 
jpa- 
oe 
hey 
the 
ans. 
ary 
om- 
| fa- 
vor 
n of 
and 
| by 
ern- 
g to 
pan 








1860. 


— 


eS = 
accursed and abhorred commerce, to vindicate the 
fame of our country, now tarnished, and to pro- 
mote the final extinction of a traffic which now 
ains the ear of the Christian and civilized world 
with the agonizing moans of the despairing, suf- 
fering, dying sons and daughters of Africa. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts moves that the amendment be 
printed, and that the bill and the amendment be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. , 

Mr. HALE. I do not interpose any objection 
to the motion; but I think it is rather a novel ref- 
erence that a bill proposing to build five new ves- 
sels of war should go to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I do not know whether it is our mode 
of doing business to refer a part of a subject to 
one committee and part to another; but it seems 
to me the consideration of that ee eet 
belongs to the Committee on Naval Affairs. I 
have no objection to interpose. I merely want to 
make the suggestion to the Senate. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is it proposed to send a 
proposition to build new ships to the Committee 
on the Judiciary ? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. I trust it will not take that 
direction. 

Mr. WILSON. Allow me to say there is a 
proposition before the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs now, I think, for this purpose. I believe an 
order or bill of that kind was introduced. That 
provision, however, is only the first section of a 
bill of thirteen sections. I think it may all go to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. I should prefer 
that it should take that course, though I have no 
objection to the reference to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY. A proposition to build 
steamships especially for the coast of Africa is a 
very questionable one, particularly as circum- 
stances are developing the propriety of building | 








ships for the slave trade, rather for the coast of || 


Cuba. However, if the Senate think proper to 
send that proposition to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, | have no objection at all, although the 
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| Mr. TRUMBULL. It strikes me that it isa 
} 
| 


resentatives of Daniel Bedinger, deceased—to the 
, Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill (No 421) for the relief of Joel M. Smith 
—to the Committee on Claims. 
A bill (No. 86) for the relief of William Lyon, 


very unusual practice to divide a bill and refer 
one part to one committee and another to another. 
It is certainly of no great importance to the ques- 
| tion, whether the whole of this bill goes to the 


| Committee on the Judiciary or not. L understand, |, late pension agent at Knoxville, Tennessee—to 
| from the Senator from Massachusetts, that a | the Committee on Claims. 


| proposition similar to the one contained in the 
first section of the bill is already before the Com- | 
mittee on Naval Affairs; and unless it becomes 
necessary to divide up our laws, and make half 
a dozen statutes on the same subject—I have not 
| examined the provisions of the bill, but I presume 
| the sections have some connection with each other 
—it seems to be altogether more appropriate to 
| refer the whole of it to some one committee. The | 


A bill (No. 422) for the relief of Jethro Bon- 
ney, of the State of New York—to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 79) forthe relief of James Henfer- 
son—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 424) for the relief of congressional 
township number six south, of range number 
eight west, in Randolph county, State of Illinois 
—to the Committee on Public Liste. 

A bill (No. 425) for the relief of congressional 
township number two south, of range number 
twelve west, of the second principal meridian, in 
Gibson county, State of Indiana—to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 426) for the relief of John Y. Sew- 
ell—to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

A bill (No. 428) directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to liquidate the accounts of Mitchell & 
Rammilsburg and Baker & Von Phul—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (No. 430) for the relief of the heirs of 
| any serious objection to letting it all go to the | Jonathan Skinner, deceased—to the Committee 
| Committee on the Judiciary. The chairman of |; on Revolutionary Claims. 
| that committee, the Senator from Delaware,{Mr. || A bill (No. 434) for the relief of John F. San- 

ford, administrator de bonis non of the estate of 
Robert Sanford, deceased—to the Committee on 
Claims. 

A bill (No. 436) for the relief of Eliza A. Mer- 
chant, widow of the late First Lieutenant and 
drevet Captain Charles G. Merchant of the Uni- 
| ted States Army—to the Committee on Pensions. 
A bill (No. 441) for the relief of Nancy Weeks, 

_ of Georgia—to the Committee on Pensions. 
| ator from Massachusetts be printed, and that the | A joint resolution (No. 17) for the relief of Wil- 
| bill and amendment be referred to the Committee || iam H. De Groot—to the Committee on Claims. 


on the Judiciary. MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


| first portion of it evidently ought to go to the 
| Judiciary Committee, and I think it had all better | 
| go to that committee. If any inconvenience shall 
| arise in the Judiciary Committee, when they re- 
| port it back they can make a motion to dispose 
| of it, by asking to be discharged, or report a bill, 
| if they should think proper, to carry out the ob- 
| jeets which it is appropriate for the Judiciary | 
| Committee to act upon. No harm can certainly 
| be done by referring the whole matter together. | 
| I hope it will not be divided. 
Mr. WILSON. I withdraw the motion for | 
dividing the bill. 


1 do not see that there can be | 


| Bayarp,] informed me that he would examine | 
| this bill very carefully. I think that committee | 
| will deal with it fairly, and I think we had better | 
| send the whole of it to them. The first section, || 
| however, is in a separate bill, introduced by me, 
| some time since, and is now in the hands of the | 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved and 
| seconded that the amendment offered by the Sen- 





legitimate committee for building ships would be 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. MASON. I did not attend very closely 
to the remarks of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts in relation to the bill; butas faras I did com- 
panene them, I understand the great object of the 
vill is to amend the law for the suppression of the 
slave trade. If it is suggested, as I understood 
by his remarks, that a committee should inquire 
into the expediency of amending the law to suit 
some recent decision in one of the courts, clearly 
that subject belongs to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. I should suppose, if the Judiciary Com- 
mittee should report in favor of this bill, then if 
the Senate or Congress should think it necessary 
to enlarge the naval force, that would be a ques- 
tion for the Naval Committee. I submit to the 
Senator that there is some incongruity between 
referring to the same committee the building of 
ships and the amending of a law upon our statute- 
books, which belongs to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. WILSON. Well, Mr. President, in or- 
der to meet the objection of Senators, 1 will move 
that the first section of the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and the remainder 
of the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SLIDELL. [ did not hear the provisions 
of the bill very distinctly enumerated by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts; but there is one section 
in addition to the first section that ought clear] 
to be sent to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ft 
is that section which proposes to give an addi- 
tional bounty to naval officers who may assist in 
capturing slavers. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts Said he thought this provision was necessar 
to stimulate the activity of naval officers. I thin 
in that remark he paid a very poor compliment to 
the service. I believe those officers have been, 
and are, disposed to do their duty. As corrob- 
orative of that opinion, I will state that intelligence 
has reached the Interior Department to-day that 
another slaver, with about the same number that 
the Wildfire had on board—I believe the name of 
the new one is the William—has been captured 
and carried into Key West. It appears to me 
these facts very clearly indicate that the bounty 
now paid to cdeun is sufficiently high. I should 
prefer that that section be refe also to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. - 






The motion was agreed to. ; 
a | A message from the House of Representatives, 
THE CAPITOL GROUNDS. by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
Mr. BRIGHT. I move to take up the bill now || House had passed the bill of the Senate, (No. 
on the files, for the enlargement of the Capitol || 62) to amend the * Act to incorporate the Provi- 
grounds; not for the purpose of discussing it, but || dent Association of Clerks in the Civil Depart- 
with the view of making it a special order, that it || ments of the Government of the United States, in 

may be soon considered. the District of Columbia.”’ 


The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. || ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 


_Mr. BRIGHT. [ now ner tetcage make itaspe-|| "The message further announced that the House 
cial order for Thursday next, at one o’clock. had passed a resolution fixing Monday, the 18th 
Mr. HALE. I object. I have been trying here, day of June next, for the adjournment of Con- 


| and my colleagues on the Committee on the Post | gress, in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
| Office and Post Roads have been trying fora requested. 


month, to get up for consideration the overland | RELATIONS OF STATES. 


mail bill, and we have just made it the special | es 
order for next Thursday, and | do not want it to The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur- 
ther motion, the Chair will call up the special or- 


be broken in upon. ! / 
Mr. BRIGHT. Then I will say Saturday next. | der at this hour. The order of business which 
| has precedence is the unfinished business of Sat- 


As hereafter we meet at eleven o’clock, | move Ce : 
that it be made the special order for Saturday || urday, the bill in reference to the Baltimore and 
next, at twelve o’clock. Ohio railroad. : 
The motion was agreed to. | Mr. YULEE. Were not the resolutions upon 
- which the Senator from Georgia has the floor, the 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. onbet Bir te-daw? 
The following bills and joint resolution from The VICE PRESIDENT. There are two spe- 
the House of Representatives were severally read || cial orders before those resolutions. 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated ] Mr. YULEE. I move, then, to postpone the 
below: prior orders, and take up the resolutions of the 
A bill (No. 393) granting an invalid pension || Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. yon 
to Nathan Randall—to the Committee on Pen- || The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sions. sumed the consideration of the resolutions sub- 
A bill (No. 394) for the relief of Mary J. Mad- mitted by Mr. Davis, on the Ist of March, rela- 
dux—to the Committee on Pensions. _ tive to the relations of the States, the right of the 
A bill (No. 395) for the relief of Chauncey W. || citizens of the United States to emigrate to the 


' 











Fuller—to the Committee on Pensions. | Territories with slave property, and the duty of 
A bill (No. 396) for the relief of Lieutenant || protecting this right when it shall be infringed 
Michael R. Clark—to the Committee on Pen- || upon. 


sions. 

A bill (No. 398) granting a pension to Sarah 
Blackwell—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 399) granting a pension to Adeline || 
Caddis—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill (No. 400) for the relief of James Floyd 


| Mr. TOOMBS addressed the Senate for two 
| hours and a quarter. [His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. HAMMOND. Mr. President, I feel re- 
luctant to trespass on the time of the Senate, and 
to follow with a dry constitutional argument the 
—to the Committee on Pensions. _ able, eloquent, and stirring speech of the Senator 

A bill (No. 404) granting an invalid pension to || fré6m Georgia; but I havea few words to say, and 
Michael Hanson—to the Committee on Pensions. || I may as well go on this afternoon. : 

A bill (No. 407) granting an invalid pension to If I understand it aright, the precise question 
Ezekiel Jones—to the Committee on Pensions. || before the Senate is simply this: have the terri- 

A bill (No. 415) for the relief of the legal rep- || torial governments established by Congress the 
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power to define and declare what shall be and 
what shall not be property within the settled ter- 
ritorial boundaries? Those who advocate the 
resolution offered by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi deny that the Territories have such power. 
Those who oppose the resolutions maintain that 
they have. Both parties will agree, of course, 
that the power to define and declare what is prop- 
erty is supreme and uncontrollable; in short, 
what we call sovereign. Certainly no other power 
can do it; since, in that case, the really supreme 
power could at once reverse any such declaration, 
and withouta proper definition of property agreed 
upon by the controlling power of a Government, 
there could be no civil Government at all; for 
civilized government, however far it may reach, 
is organized on property, and never hag existed, 
and never can exist long without defining by law 
or established usage what is property. 

We have no history of the origin of human 
association and political government that gives us 
any full orclear account. The Bible and other an- 


cient books give us hints, which suggest thoughts, | 
that enable us to form conceptions of these mat- | 
ters, which are, perhaps, sufficient for all our prac- | 


tical purposes. A roving family, grown into a 
uaihe. Rading pleasant waters, ine soil, and sweet 
air, that have not been appropriated, arrests its 
wanderings, drives down its stakes, claims this 
delightful region as its own, constitutes it prop- 
erty, and, dividing it out, organizes a government, 
and, by the right of eminent domain, of usage, 
and its physical power, establishes a sovereignty. 
That sovereignty is good so long as it can be main- 
tained against allassaults. If it sustains itself, in 
tume it grows great, it becomes over-populous; it 


sends out emissaries to discover other similarly- | 


endowed lands; itobtains them by first discovery, 
by purchase, or by conquest; it colonizes them 
with its surplus Papeeton, but, holding the em- 
inent domain, it holds its colonies in strict subor- 
dination to its own will, and maintains sovereignty 
overthem. The colonies also grow. In time they 
demand sovereignty for themselves. It is wisely 
conceded, or, by a successful rebellion, it is con- 
quered by the colonies, and each becomes sover- 
eign. _ Such, I take it, has been the aimost unva- 
rying history of the origin and progress of human 
association and political organization, 

Thus the thirteen colonies, which became the 
United States of America in 1787, were planted 
long previously by Great Britain. In 1776 they 
proclaimed themselves to be sovereign and inde- 
pendent States. Great Britain refused to concede 
to their demands; but, after a long and bloody war, 
they achieved their independence, and were ac- 
knowledged as sovereign States. 

When the present constitutional Union was 
established, many States were entitled, by char- 
ters and grants from the former mother country, 
to large areas of territory still wild and unpeopled. 
These they all rein 
Government, for the purpose, mainly, of creating 
a fund to pay off the war debt of the Revolution. 
Subsequently we have acquired, by purchase, 
Louisianaand Florida; by annexation, Seetnd 
by conquest and purchase,our Pacific coast. To 
every one of these large acquisitions, every inch 
of which, Texas excepted, became the common 


property of each and all of the States—of whom | 


the General Government was the trustee—large 
numbers of our citizens flocked, seeking to better 
thew fortunes, not only unrestrained, but very 
rightly encoyraged, by this Government. By the 
Constitation of the United States, Congress was 
empowered “to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting the territory and 
other property of the United Siates.”’ This was 
a very vague and indefinite grant of power; but 
it was, by unanimous consent, construed to mean 
that Congress might establish a suitable proyis- 
ional government for each Territory so soon as 
the number of inhabitants required that law and 
order should be enforced, and the property of the 
United States, as well as peace and justice, pre- 
served there, by the intervention of the Federal 
Government, 1t was considered a ** needful reg- 
ulation,’ and nothing more, 

Yet these adventurers, few or more, squatting 
on land they do not own, but which belongs tb 
all the States, and of which they do not squat on 
mere than a smal] portion within the limits as- 
sigaed them, are those into whose hands the 
opponents of these resolutions demand that sov- 


ered to thé new General | 
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} 


surrendered. Why, they are but voluntary exiles 
| who have been allowed to seek homes in a wilder- 


| —all subject, however, to be withdrawn at any mo- 


| ‘Treasury of the States. 
| Territories are sovereignties, and such people sov- 
| ereigns, and that such an organization can assume 


ereignty throughout their whole border shall be 


ness not discovered, purchased, or conquered by 
them, but still the property of the States, and 
whom, in their yet unfinished term of social in- 
fancy and political pupilage, the great agent, the 
States, has kindly undertaken to protect; giving 
them judges, Governors, and a sort of Legislature 


ment—and the whole system supported from the 
Yet it is said that such 


the high and sovereign function of defining and 
declaring what is and what is not property, and 
thereby forbid a large proportion of the citizens 
of the States, who really own the lands, from en- 
tering such ‘Territories with their rightful prop- 


| erty. 


It is said here, by those who advocate this ex- 
traordinary doctrine, that adventurers going, for 
instance, to Pike’s Peak, Nevada, or Arizona, and 
organizing for themselves provisional govern- 
ments, withoutrecognition from this Government, 


| would not be entitled to the rights of sovereigns. 


| 'T’o this the Senator from mereennpes {Mr. Davis] | 
| very pointedly and justly answere 


they were the very people who, from the abso- 
lute necessity of the case, would be justified in 


| exercising, for a time, sovereign power. And I 
| will add, if they could sustain themselves in their 


_come permanently and rightfull 


organization against all attacks, they would be- 
sovereign. But 
that gangs of adventurers, intruding into a domain 
that belongs to others, squatting on its choicest 
lands, and when increased to such numbers that 
they cannot keep the peace among themselves, 
pettioning then to the agents of the true owners 
of the soil, and receiving, at the owners’ charge 
and cost, ample protection, should immediately 
thereafter proceed to exercise the high and su- 
preme sovereign right of deciding what is and 
what is not property on that domain, and exercise 
itin a way to exclude the people of nearly half 
the States from their Territory, is clearly absurd. 
It is a proposition not merely anomalous in every 
feature, not only unknown to history, but utterly 
opposed to truth, to reason, to justice, to honor, 
and to common honesty. It is called ‘* squatter 
sovereignty.’’ The name describes it. It can 
never achieve a more respectable cognomination. 

I have endeavored to show, rather by statement 
than by argument, that our territorial organiza- 
tions—called governments by courtesy, but which 
really are only corporations, that may be dissolved 
at the will of the Federal Government—cannot 


| declare what is property in the Territories, and 


| are not sovereign. 


It is said, nevertheless, that 
they are sovereign, because of a certain natural 
and inherent right of any population organized 
under any form of government to regulate their 
own affairs. Nothing could be more vague, un- 
certain, metaphysical, and shadowy, than sucha 
proposition as this, If man has any natural or 


| Inherent rights—which I deny, regarding all the 


_ tion formed for the good of the whole. 


| rights to which a being born so helpless as man, 


may attain to be purely conventional, and such 
as other men allow him—I should suppose that 
those rights belonged to him as an individual, 
rather than as a member of any social or political 
system. It seems to me clear that we must be 
born with whatever is natural or inherent to us, 
and that we can receive no accession of rights of 
that character from any social or political organ- 
ization; but that, on the contrary, such rights, 


| whatever they may be, must be in no small de- 


gree restrained and diminished by any organiza- 
Such, in 


» that perhaps | 


A 





| 
! 


fact, is the case. Individual rights—no individual. 


pretensions, passions, and desires, mistaken for 


| rights—are just what governments are instituted 


to control and regulate. But if any such natural 
or inherent rights could possibly exist, they are 
conceded when the settler on the public domain, 
asking the protection of this Government, agrees 
to be governed by such an organic law as Con- 
gress may offer him—which he does for the sub- 
stantial consideration of protection, If he, by him- 
self, or in conjunction with his fellow-settlers, 
had any auch rights, they are entirely surrendered 
when they come under the Constitution and the 
laws of this Confederation. Their immediate local 
governments, haying no other foundation than 


| 
| 
| 
| 


GLOBE. 





| it, with due deference, simply absurd 
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the vague power of Congress to make « 
rules and regulations’’ for such a Population ¢ 

set itself up as a sovereign people; and suc} 
corporation to demand to exercise any a 
eign power, especially the great central sover: os 
ower of declaring what is property, is, | ome 


and w 

I think, be agreed to by no human rae 
nary intelligence who was not misled by his oe 
sions, prejudices, or interests. Why, the Federal 
Government itself, save In one or two instances 
where the power has been conferred on jt, cannot 
declare what is or what is not property. That j, 
a power reserved by the sovereign States, and 
them alone can be exercised; and it is by this 
reservation that they prove their sove reignty 
What each State declares to be property, the Gen. 
eral Government is bound, in all its Departments 
to regard as property, and protect as property: 
and so, under the Constitution, every other Sta, 
is bound to regard and protect it; and each and 
every State has a right to demand that, whatey,; 
it has, by its sovereign fiat, declared to be prop- 
erty, shall mostespecially be recognized and pro- 
tected as such on the territorial soil of which jt js 
part owner. 

But another great power has been granted to 
Congress which bears directly on this question, 
Though it can only make ‘needful rules and ree. 
ulations for the territory,’’ &c.—note that the 
word is ‘‘ territory,’’ not territories—showing that 
the whole scope of the grant of power was to reg- 
ulate property only, yet, this Government, jot 
sovereign itself, can, as it were, create.a sovereign, 
by the express and constitutionally recorded wi| 
of the sovereign States. [tis authorized to “admit 
new States.’’ All ‘* States ’’ are sovereign. They 
can define and establish property, and your Ter- 
ritories, when they are admitted as States, may do 
it also, but not a moment before. é 








needfu 


In that we all 


_agree. And it seems to me very strange that the 


| sovereignty before their time. 


|| Territories, when a few short years will enable 


them to attain the high position of sovereign States 
in this Confederation, should wish to snatch at 
It was not so of 
It can only be explained by referring to the 


old. 


progress of demagoguery in these degenerate days 





j 
i 
; 
i 


of the Republic, and to the insane desire to de- 
stroy one section of this Uaion. But this is beside 
the argument. If the framers of the Constitution 


| had 5 that in granting the power to the 


General Government ‘to dispose of, and make 
needful rules and regulations, respecting the ter- 
ritory and other property of the United States,” 
they conferred the power to establish in such 
Territory political governments, endowed with 
the sovereign power to define what is and whiat 
is not property, then they would have stultified 
themselves by the additional grant of power to 
**admit new States.’’ The Territories would be 
States at once, and with, perhaps, great advant- 
ages over the other States. he power “to 
make needful rules,’’ &c., has from the first been 
stretched so far as to authorize each Territory 
to send a Delegate to the House of Represent- 
atives. What obstacle is there, then, but the 
mere will of-Congress, to sending one also to the 
Senate—nay, two—and to the House as many as 
the different political and other interests of the 
different sections of a Territory might be sup- 
posed to require? Thus they would have ample 
opporinaity to attend to all their wants here, and 
share in all the honors of the Government except 
the very highest, while their government, in all 
its branches, would be carried on at the cost of the 
General Government, and they would be _pro- 
tected by the arm of the United States. More 
than this: as the Federal Constitution does not 
authorize Congress to define property, if the deti- 
nition given to it by each sovereign State 1s not 
to prevail in the Territories, then, if they can ¢X- 
clude or confiscate one kind of property, they can 
exclude or confiscate any kind of property. Thus 
the coal and iron of Pennsylvania, the cotton and 
woolen manufactures of New England, the grain 
and provisions of the Northwest, in short, the 
staples and manufactures, and even shinee ol 
every section, might be declared not to be prop- 
erty in 9 Territory, and as the major includes the 
minor proposition, might be confiscated or heav- 
ily taxed. And if it is agreed that the Territories 
shall not be bound to consider as property what 
the sovereign States, or any one of them, declares 
to be property, then much less will the States 
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themselves be bound to respect it; and that agreed 
on, “more perfect union’ of these States will 
<ybside into a condition not at all better than that 
of the old Confederacy, if, in fact, so good. 

| will not pursue the subject further. The Sen- 
ate is weary of it, the country is weary of it, and 
|, myself, am so weary of it that I have not lis- 
tened or read, when it was the topic, for months. 
| have presented it now briefly, and in only one 
point of views and even that I do not fully carry 
out. I have said enough, and probably nothing 
not familiar to every one who has heard all that 
has been said here, which I have not. In every 
aspect of this new doctrine—and there are man I 
have not touched—it has appeared to me an ille- 
citimate and dangerous excrescence on our repub- 
jican system—the offspring ofan unsound, morbid, 
and licentious spirit of mobocracy, well calculated 
—in fact, if successfully persisted in, sure—to 
destroy the genuine spirit of our political institu- 
tions. 

It was not my intention to have intruded upon 
the Senate any remarks upon the subject; but the 
Senator from [llinois, in his speech the other ae7, 
made some allusions to my State which I thought 
should be corrected. He asked not to be inter- 
rupted, and afterwards promised to make the cor- 
rections in the report of his speech. I do not 
doubt that he has done so; but what he said has 
gone forth from the reporters, and cannot be cor- 
rected fully by any omissionsin his speech. On 
this account I felt bound to make the corrections 
myself; and the other remarks I have made oc- 
curred to me. 

When South Carolina voted for General Cass, 
in 1848, after his celebrated letter to Judge Nich- 
olson, she put upon that letter the interpretation 
then universal in the South, that he meant to say 
that a Territory, when it came to frame a consti- 
tution, and ask admission as a State, might de- 
clare what should be property within its limits. 
We did not intend to vote to sustain squatter 
sovereignty. 

The compromise measures of 1850, which the 
Senator says contained this doctrine, had not a 
friend, so far as | know, in South Carolina. The 
proposition there was that the State should secede 
in consequence of them. The issue made was 
whether the State should secede alone, or refuse 
to do so without the coéperation of one or more 
other States. Mr. Rhett, who took his seat in the 
Senate some months after the passage of those 
measures, led the party in favor of a separate se- 
cession of the State. He was defeated, not by 
those in favor of the compromise measures or of 
squatter sovereignty, which never had the slightest 
foothold in South Carolina, but by the coépera- 
tionists, who would not go out of the Union with- 
out a single State approving and sustaining. 

The Kansas and Witch act. of which the 
Senator claims to be the author, and I believe was, 
met the approbation of South Carolina; but it 
was interpreted in the same way as the Nichol- 
son letter. So far, therefore, as South Carolina 
has acted, she has not done the least thing to sup- 
port these new doctrines in regard to sovereignty; 
and I think I can assure the Senator from iifinots 
she never will. 

Mr. PUGH. I desire to say a few words in 
reference to these resolutions. I shall vote for all 
of them except the fourth and the sixth, and would 
vote with pleasure for some propositions contained 
in those, if I could do so without voting for other 
propositions, which I consider objectionable. The 
Senator from Mississippi (Mr. Davis] gave us to 
understand, on Thursday last, that a majority of 
Senators representing the Democratic party had 
agreed upon what should be done; so that it would 
be idle for me to suggest any amendment, or mod- 
ification, or compromise, even if that were—as, in 
present circumstances, it is not—consistent with 
my sense of self-respect. 

I shall not inquire the object of urging such 
resolutions upon the attention of the Senate and 
the country at this time. The Democratic party, 
in general convention at Charleston, has adopted 
its platform; and some fifty delegates, elected to 
that convention from the States of Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Florida, 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Delaware, saw fit, 
thereupon, to retire from its deliberations, and, 
constituting themselves a separate political organ- 
ization, to adoptanother platform, more satisfac- 
tory to themselves. The Constitutional Union 








or American party has convened its delegates at 
Baltimore, and the self-styled Republican party at 
Chicago. Both have declared their opinions to the 
country, as well as proposed their candidates, | 
see no necessity for additional platforms; but that 
is a matter of taste, in respect to which other gen- 
tlemen seem to entertain a different opinion. 
Much has been said by the Senator from Mis- 


| sissippi [Mr. Davis] and the Senator from Lou- 





isiana, (Mr. Bensamiy,] as to the course pursued 


| by a majority of the delegates in the Democratic 


convention at Charleston. I shall not now reply 


to their observations; conceiving it my privilege, | 
as one of that majority, to answer for myself to | 


those who elected me, rather than to gentlemen 
by whom I was not elected, and to whom, con- 
as igh I am under no terms of obedience. 


r. President, in voting for the third resolu- | 
tion, I mean to say that the Federal Government | 


is the agent in common of all the States, and their 
agent in equal degree; that it has no authority to 
restrain or embarrass emigration into the Terri- 
tories, by any citizen of any State with his prop- 


| erty of every description, recognized as such by 


laws of the State whence he emigrates; and that, 


| in no manner whatsoever, by no kind of discrim- 
ination, can it give to one form of property an 


advantage over others. Iexcept, of course, copy- 
rights and rights by patent for useful inventions, 
(because these are specially confided to the care 
of the Federal Government,) as well as property 
in afugitive slave. 1 except, on the other hand, 
the authority of Congress to prevent the impert- 
ation of slaves from Africa and foreign parts. 


In voting for the fifth resolution, I mean to say | 


that whatever power of legislation has been del- 
egated to Congress by the terms of the Federal 
Constitution, ought to be faithfully exerted from 
time to time, as occasion shall require, for the as- 
surance and protection, in equal degree, of all 
rights or forms of property, and all rights of per- 
son, as well within the Territories as elsewhere. 
I propose to abdicate nothing which the Consti- 
tution has made it the duty of Congress to retain. 

In voting against the fourth resolution, I do not 
mean to limit any of the propositions just an- 
nounced, nor to affirm that a Territorial Legisla- 
ture can destroy or impair any vested right of 
property, (whether in the services of a slave or in 
any other form,) without making such compenga- 
tion as the Constitution of the United States has 
prescribed. 
ritorial Legislature be the mere agent of Con- 
gress—exercising its powers by substitution for 
Congress only—it cannot, even by a prospective 
law, forbid the introduction of slaves, or of any 
other kind of property from the States; but I do 
not see where Congress obtains the power of cre- 
ating any such agent, nor understand how the 
authority of Congress and the authority of a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature can be treated as identical. It 
is absurd, in my opinion, to say that this question 
was decided, or argued, or involved, or, in any 
sense, affected by the case of Dred Scott; and I 
consider the attempt lately made to compel Dem- 
ocrats into a surrender of their individual convic- 
tions in that regard, in advance of any judicial 
determination, as a mere experiment whether 
menace can be employed successfully when ar- 
gument has failed. 

The sixth resolution exceeds, I fear, so humble 
a comprehension as mine, 


into the Union, have the same right to prohibit 
slavery, or maintain slavery, as the people of a 
State already admitted, it is quite unobjectiona- 
ble. But in what proper sense we can speak of 
‘the inhabitants of a Territory’’ as forming a 
Strateconstitwtion, lam unable to imagine, unless, 
indeed, reference be made to the Topeka consti- 
tution of Kansas, or the constitution lately or- 
dained at Pike’s Peak. I incline to the opinion, 
however, that this resolution is for the especial 
benefit of Mr. Buchanan; and, in order that by 
some transmutation of words, ordinarily too plain 
to be misunderstood, or even paca that gen- 
tleman may ascertain the true version of his letter 
accepting the Cincinnati nomination. At all 
events, it cannot, without a radical amendment, 
receive my vote. 

Mr. HALE obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWN. [ask the Senator from New 
Hampshire to yield to me for a moment. 


Mr. HALE. Certainly. 


And I agree, frankly, that if a Ter- | 


If it means to assert | 
that the pore of a State applying for admission | 
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|| .Mr.BROWN. I desire only to say a few words. 


| At the conclusion of the speech of the Senator 


from Georgia he made an allusion to me, to which 
I feel it necessary and proper that I should make 
aresponse promptly. I should have done it at 
the moment, but it chanced that I was out of the 
Senate. Of course, not having heard the speech, 
Iam not going to reply to it; but, 1 understand 


| in general terms, that the Senator assumed from 








|| adeclaration made some twelve or thirteen months 


ago, by the Senator from Illinois, that I had ad- 
mitted the power, and thereby the right of a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature to exclude slavery. Nowhere 
in any record of mine will any such thing be 
found. Ladmitted that the conele of a Territory, 
by non-action or unfriendly legislation might, as 
a mere question of power, exclude slavery, but 
not as a matter of right; and in the same debate, 
unless my memory is wonderfully treacherous, I 
used this illustration—a strong man has the power 
to overcome a weak man, but no right to do it, 
The Senator from Illinois had assumed in the 
debate that a Territorial Legislature might right- 
fully, by non-action and unfriendly action, ex- 
nae slavery. I said, drop the word rightfully, 
and I will agree with him that they have the power 


| to do it, but they do it wrongfully; therefore, we 


differ radically; we differ essentially. The thing 


| may be done, but instead of being rightfully done, 


itis wrongfully done. That has been my posi- 
tion from the commencement of the controversy 
down to the present hour, If either the Senator 


| from Illinois or the Senator from Georgia has 


understood me otherwise, he has misunderstood 
me. I am sure, without having examined the 
record, that there is no line, word, or syllable, that 
has ever fallen from my lips which shows a dif- 
ferent position occupied by me. Not having had 
the good fortune to hear the Senator from Geor- 
gia, of course I am not prepared to reply to what 
he said; but I think it due to myself to say this 


| much, that it may po out with this day’s debate. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I only quoted the Senator from 
Mississippi so far as he was quoted by the Sen- 
ator from Tenia, Whether he is properly quoted 
or not, I donotknow. The Senator from Ilinois 
said that he conceded it. I read whathe said. 1 
never read the speech of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi; but I did say, if he conceded what the 


| Senator from Illinois said he conceded, he con- 


ceded himself out of court. 
Mr. BROWN. I grant it. Lagree if I had con- 
ceded that the people of a Territory might right- 


| fully exclude slavery, then I would be outof court; 


but [ admitted no such thing. I simply admitted 
the question of power, not the question of right. 
Mr. HALE. Nothing was further from my 
intention, Mr. President, than to say a word on 
these resolutions when they were introduced; and 
during the discussion I did not expect to say a 
word; and I shall have but very little to my now. 
The discussion thus far, if it may be called a dis- 
cussion, has been all on one side. I shall not 
trouble myself with that phase of the discussion 
which tends to argue which is the regular and 
which the irregular Democratic party. I feel no 
great interest in the proceedings at Charleston, 
except asa mere matter of history. Ido not know 
whether the seceders or the receders, those that 
went out or those that staid behind, are the reg- 
ular ones—and Ido not care. Ido not think it 
is of any consequence to the country; but, if m 
friends that staid behind will listen to me, I thin 
I can give them a lesson from experience. I tell 
them that the southern wing has been the Dem- 
ocratic party ever since | have known anything 
about its history, and it will still be. They have 


| always been the party, and they always will be 


the party. No matter whether they are the ma- 
jority or the minority, they will control the party. 
There is no doubt about that. Any attempt to 
take the scepter out of their hands, if it is suc- 
cessful, will place it in the hands of the Repub- 
lican party. There will be no secession of that 
sort that will amount to anything. They may 
talk loud, and they may be in a minority or a ma- 
jority, but they will give up; and the Democratic 
party, as long as it lasts, will be what it has been 
—a southern party. That is only a matter of 
opinion; and | do not find it referred to in any 
one of these seven resolutions. {Laughter.]} 

I have felt very little interest in these resolutions, 
because it is not, in my opinion, the appropriate 
province of the Senate to enunciate, like the great 
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oracles of ancient faith, dogmas that are to gov- 
ern the country. We are sent here, sir, for prac- 


tical legislation. I endeavored, about a week ago, || 


to impress that sentiment on the Senate, but my 
friend from Massachusetts (Mr. Witson] thought 
it was better to let Senators on the other side talk 
on. He thought they would talk out by and 
by, and that the best way to come to practical 


business was to let them discuss these resolutions | 
forever. He will probably find out when the Dem- | 


ocrats get talked out; but I venture to say, if some- 
body will set by as a sort of teaser, to read a text 
now and then, just exactly such speeches as we 
have heard will! a made from now until theelection 
nextfall. Ihave not taken anote of a word that has 
been said. I have heard but little, very little of 
them; and therefore | am not prepared to make any 
comment, running or general, upon the specches 
which have been made; but there have been two 
or three ideas thrown out, and promulgated and 
repeated (and | may say I believe there is never a 
speech made here on any doctrine now that is not 


repeated and reiterated over and over again) that | 


{ wish to combat for a moment or two, and those 
relate to the position which the Federal judici- 


ary occupy in regard to these feuds in the Demo- | 


cratic party in relation to squatter or popular sov- 
ereignty. 

Now, sir, I have had occasion heretofore to 
say some things which may sound as hostile to 


this tribunal, the Supreme Court of the United | 


States. I propose now to defend them, and to 
defend them from the uses to which it is attempted 
to put them. If there was one single idea that 
wus uppermost in the minds of the great fathers 
of English liberty—and our liberty is English 


liberty—it was the independence of the judiciary. | 
The revolution of 1688 was principally valuable | 


from the fact that it made the judiciary independ- 
ent of the Crown, and made it, or put it in a sit- 
uation in which it was intended to be made, a per- 
manent, independent judicial tribunal, with which 
the Crown could not interfere. There was more 

rogress made when that point was attained in 
English history, than had ever been attained in 
any century before. The British Government 
then became a Government of law, instead of a 
Government of men, and the arbitrary action of 





sought such politicians and filled up the bench 
with them. ell, sir, that would have been well 
enough—not well enough, but not so bad—if you 
had let them alone after you got them there; but 
the attempt is made now—I do not pretend to 
give the words, but I certainly give the idea—to 
make this Supreme Court nothing else but a sort 


‘of stakeholder between the contending parties 


into which the country is divided. The propo- 
sition was made, I think, by the Senator from 
Illinois. He said, in substance, we agreed to 
think so much, and let you think so, and unite 
our forces together, and beat our opponents, and 
then let the Supreme Court come in and decide 
who shall have the stakes—who was right. In 
that way the Supreme Court is made a mere 
stakeholder between the parties. Well, sir, after 
you have thus demoralized the court; after you 


have brought them in and committed them, in the | 


worst and most odious form in which they could 
be committed, to the political controversies of the 
day, then you say this great question was agreed 
to be submitted to the court, and the court have 
decided it. This I deny utterly, totally, and en- 
tirely. Who agreed to leave this question to the 
court?) When was the compact made? When 
was this rule of reference entered into, by which 
the contentions that have been going on in this 


| country ever since its foundation, on these great 


_ it; nobody else. 


principles, by those who are contending on one 
side and the other on this question, were to be 
submitted to the Supreme Court? 

never. I deny it utterly. 





that, and call upon anybody else for the proof. | 


But let me go further. 
that this question should be submitted to the ju- 
diciary, and by them decided, what is the very 
first rule of law in reference to judicial judgments? 


Suppose ithad been agreed | 


Whom does it bind? The parties and privies to | 


It binds the parties to the suit, 
and those that are privy to it. 

Now, sir, you pretend that this great question 
that had agitated the country and divided the coun- 
try so long was decided under a solemn agreement 
by the Supreme Court, in the Dred Scott case. 


|| What is the history of that case?) What was it? 


the British Crown at that time was paralyzed, and | 


the rights of Englishmen then began to be meas- 
ured, enforced, and protected by an independent 
judicial tribunal. 

Well, sir, when our fathers came here, after 
the war of the Revolution was over, that was one 
of the main objects of the Federal Constitution; 


and so far did our fathers go in that respect, that | 


they looked to it as an independent department 
of the Government. 
the legislative, and the judicial. They declared 
that 


** The judicial power of the United States shall be vested 


Before the passage of this Kansas-Nebraska act, || 
in which you say this great compact was entered | 


into, and this agreement made, there had been 
commenced in the State of Missouri, by a negro 
slave, a suit for his freedom in the State courts; 
and it is pretended and contended now that that 


|| great party in this country which is contending 


for the same policy which had prevailed from the 
foundation of the Government down to a very 
late period, were bound, and bound in a manner 


| from which they cannot with honor retract nor 


in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the . 


Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.’ 
And to secure this great idea of judicial inde- 


pendence, they further declared that the judges, | 


oth of the Supreme Court and inferior courts, 


should hold their offices during good behavior; | 


and that they might not be fearful of the effects of 


popular disfavor for any judgments which they 
might pronounce, the compensation which they 
were to receive was to be permanent, and not sub- 
ject to any diminution during the time for which 
they held their offices. The great, the wise, and 
the good men that formed this Constitution sup- 
posed, when they had done that, that they had, in 
fact, established an independent judiciary, where 
the citizens of all the States of all parties, of all 
sects, and all sections might resort, having confi- 
dence in the independence, the learning, the intel- 
ligence, and the integrity of the tribunal which 
was to be the final arbiter of disputes between 
individuals and States. I suppose, as a general 
proposition, this fact will not be denied or caviled 
it will be conceded. ' 

But, sir, I charge that this Democratic party, 
by their action, by their speeches, by their policy, 
have made the action of thisGovernment operate 
to defeat the very purpose of the founders of the 
Constitution. You have done it, in the first place, 
in the manner in which~you have filled up the 
bench. You have taken politicians of the most 
ultra character, entirely independent of their rep- 
utation for learning or for any of the character- 
istics which should be found ina judge; you have 


. 
, 


They made the executive, || 


retrace their steps, to abide the decision which 


| may be made in a suit in the State courts of the 


State of Missouri, for the freedom of a negro 


| slave, before the actin which you made the agree- 


ment was passed. 


| heard the honorable Senator from Missisapi, 
t, 


[Mr. Davis,] in commenting on this subject, Say 
that the policy of prohibiting slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, as it was enunciated by the ordinance of 
1787, had never been ratified by the General Gov- 


_ ernment, notwithstanding that an act passed in 


| quoted; and when he read the act, the 


Washington’s administration, had been so often 
reamble 


| of which positively declared that the object of it 
_ was to give full effect to that ordinance, and to 
| make it conformable to the Constitution of the 





| United States, he said that could not have been 


the meaning of those who made the preamble, be- 
cause, in 1793, soon after, they passed a law b 

which those held to service and labor, as well 
south as north of the Ohio river might be returned 


| to those to whom the labor was due, assuming by 
, 


that that under the phrase, ‘held to service, 

nobody but slaves were included. Upon that ar- 
gument he based the assumption that the pream- 
ble to the act of 1789, by which the ordinance of 
1787 was reénacted, did not mean what it said it 
meant, to give effect to the ordinance. But, sir, 
the Senator ought to know, and I have no doubt 
the Senator does know, that the words, “ held to 
service,’’ used in the fugitive slave law at that 
time, did embrace, and were intended to embrace, 


| other persons than slaves; that there were con- 


tracts for labor by which minors were bound to 
apprenticeship; there was ap extensive class of 
contracts in the eastern States, by which passen- 
gers from Europe were obligated, as the price of 








| to serve for a limited time b 
| were numerous classes, at that time 
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their passage over from the old country to this 


law; and that there 
» €XISting ip 


the country, held to service under the law, besides 


those who were commonly reckoned as slaye 

If the Senator will look at the debates on “« 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, to be foy ‘i 
in the Madison Papers, he will find that in ae 
particular place, where the phrase, “ held to a. 
vice’? is now found, it was originally ‘held io 
servitude,’’ and the word ‘‘ servitude ’” was strick. 
en out, and the ‘‘ service’’ inserted in jts place, 
because the mover said the word ‘ seryjtude” 


implied the condition of slavery, and ‘held to 
service ’? was applied to freemen. Thus it yj] 


Never, sir; || 
I am content to deny | 


be seen that the argument that the men who passed 
the act of 1789, under Washington, did not meay 
what they said in the preamble they did mean, to 
give full effect to the ordinance of 1787, so for as 
that particular allegation goes, falls utterly, 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 did not hear the whole of the 
remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire: 
but I would like to ask him if I understand him 
to deny that the act of 1793 had relation to necro 
slaves in the Northwest Territory ? 9 

Mr. HALE. I will tell the Senator what | dia 
say. l understood the Senator from Missisisppi to 
quote that sentence as proof that slavery did exist 
north of the Ohio river, and he brought that up as 
an argument to show that the preamble to the act 
of 1789 did not mean what it said it did, because 
the phrase there used described slaves. 

Mr. DAVIS. Does the Senator deny that? 

Mr. HALE. No. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then, if he does not deny it, 


| what is the Senator objecting to? 


Mr. HALE. I will tell the Senator what J did 


'say. Itnotonly describes the condition of slaves, 





but it describes the condition of a large class of 
other people who were not slaves. Then, if it 
describes another large class that were not slaves, 
the argument of the Senatorcertainly is not sound, 
when he quotes that as proof that the preamble 
to the act of 1789 did not mean what those who 
passed it said it meant. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope the Senator will allow 
me to interrupt him for an instant only, and I will 
not do it again. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS. If we do not rest simply on the 
construction of the language there employed, it 


| is a historical fact, and I assume that the Senator 


knows as much as he supposes me to understand, 
and that he does know that slaves were held in 
the Northwest Territory, and that they cor.tinued 
in Illinois and Indiana down even to a very re- 
cent period. 

Mr. HALE. Well, Mr. President, it would 
take me some time to tell all I know about that. 
{Laughter.] I know very well, when laws abol- 
ishing slavery were passed in all the States, that 
there were individuals who, at the time of the 
passage of the act, sustained the relation of slaves 
to their masters; and that after the passage of the 
act, they continued to remain with their masters 
just ay as they did before, and when the cen- 
sus was taken they were put down as slaves, and 
called, and, perhaps, toall practical intentions and 
purposes, were slaves. I know that they existed 
so, not only in the Northwestern Territory, but I 
can remember in the State of New Hampshire, 
since I came to years of recollection, individuals 
that occupied precisely this relation, who used to 
be slaves, and continued to be slaves, or to be 
reckoned and counted asslaves, down to the period 
of their death, though, if any attempt had been 
made to enforce, by law, the claim of their master 
to their ownership, or to their service, contrary 
to their will, they could not have enforced it 
through the courts. I have no doubt that in tle 
Northwestern Territory there were individuals oc- 
cupying precisely thatrelation; but I donot know, 
and I do not believe, it is the fact, that, after the 
passage of the ordinance of 1787, there did exist 
in the whole extent of that Territory, one single 
individual against whom the claim of slavery 
could be enforced by the courts after the passage 
of that law. I have not the decisions by me; but 
I think I am not mistaken in the fact that it is 4 
matter of judicial record that the courts have de- 
cided that that ordinance of 1787 not only ex- 
cluded slaves from being carried there, but wes 


of itself the abolition of slavery in regard to those 
that were there. ThatI understand to be the ju- 
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dicial history of the country. If it isnot, I wish | 
the Senator from Ohio to correct me. 

Mr. PUGH. I donot think that point was ever 
brought before the courts. I know it was denied | 
by the inhabitants; and I tell the Senator he will | 
find in the territorial statutes of Indiana statutes | 
protecting slave property. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, I do not know but there 
may be. Indiana has done a good many things || 
that I do not approve of; and 1 suppose none of | 
us approve entirely what most of the States have | 
done; but in regard to Indiana I know this: I |, 
know that she petitioned to be relieved from the || 
oppression of that act, so that slavery might be || 
tolerated there, and sent her petition to Congress, || 
and that a committee, of which, I think, John 
Randolph, of Virginia, was the chairman, re- 
ported most decidedly against it, and it was re- 
fused, 

— PUGH. If the Senator will allow me, I | 
can inform him on that point. 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. i| 

Mr. PUGH. Their petition was for leave to | 
import slaves into the Territory for twenty years. 
Mr. Randolph reported against it. There was no | 
further action ever taken upon it. There never | 
was a vote on it. They renewed it three or || 
four times afterwards, and in every case it was | 
favorably reported upon; but no action was ever | 
taken on it, and they went on by their territorial 

overnments to do whatever they pleased about it. | 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir. the fact stands just || 
exactly as I supposed itdid. They petitioned for 
leave, and never got ig—that is all. 

Mr. PUGH. They did not petition for leave || 
to have slavery there; but to bring slaves in from || 
other States. 

Mr. HALE. Well, sir, this controversy does 
not turn on the question between having and 
bringing—not at all. 

Mr. LANE. Iam not certain that my good | 
friend had not better allow me to give him a little 
history of slavery in Indiana. They did petition 
Congress for permission to bring slaves to Indi- | 
ana. Congress refused it; but they did, notwith- 
standing, bring hundreds of slaves into Indiana 
while a Territory. As early as 1807 or 1808, they 
held that Congress had no power to prohibit sla- 
very in that Territory, and that they would pro- || 
tect the owners in slavery by such enactments as || 
to secure to each man the slave that belonged to 
him; and they proceeded to enact laws that are || 
upon the statute-books to this day, authorizing | 
every owner of slaves in that Territory, or such as || 
should bring them there, to require the negro to 
indenture himself or herself, as the case might be, 
to his or her master for ninety-nine years. They || 
did, under that law, so indenture themselves, and || 
remained there in servitude as slaves by the action | 

| 
| 





| 





of the Legislative Assembly of the people of that 
Territory, upon the principle, and with the un- 
derstanding, that Congress had no power to pro- 
hibit them from holding and protecting that spe- 





cies of property in that Territory. 

They went further, sir. They went further 
than I could join my friend from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] now in going. They enacted the most 
thorough black code that can be found on any stat- 
ute-book—one more thorough than that of Louis- 
iana. They made it the duty of civil officers who 
should find a slave without a written pass from 
his master at more than five miles from his own- 
er’s house to tie him up and give him thirty-nine 
lashes upon his bare back, and return him to his 
master. In all respects, slavery, by the action of 
the Legislative Assembly, did exist in that Ter- 
ritory, the ordinance of 1787 to the contrary not- 
withstanding. It was brought about by that great 
chief whom a portion of the party that now desire 
to elect Lincoln, the nominee of the Chicago con- 
vention, took upand elected President of the Uni- 
ted States—I mean General Harrison. He invited 
it there. He brought it there by virtue of his 
weight of character and popularity. He told the 
people of the southern States that Indiana Terri- 
tory afforded the best soil for slave labor; to brin 
them there; and, when they did it, he succeede 
in procuring that kind of enactment which secured 
the holders in that species of property. Slaves 
existed there by hundreds, until they made a State 
constitution, and then slavery was prohibited by 
a very small vote indeed. ‘Thus it will be seen 
that the ordinance of 1787 at that early day was not 
regarded as binding; it was not regarded as con- 


| 
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| or that the Assembly had not the right to protect | 


|, statutes 1 mention many times, and I can turn to 
|| them yet, perhaps, in the library of Congress, | 


| proceed to-morrow, and I therefore make the 


| toaska 


| dent of the United States in reference to the dis- 


| eargo of Africans, to the number of five hundred, 
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lowing titles, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

An act (No. 202) to reimburse the corporation 
of Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, a 
sum of Te vanced towards the construction 
| of the Little Falls bridge; 

An act (No, 365) to incorporate the proprietors 
of Prospect Hill Cemetery; and 

An act (No, 426) to dissolve the Washington’s 
|| Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asy- 

lum Society, of the District of Columbia, and to 
authorize the transfer of its effects to the Colum- 
bian Institution for the instruction of the Deaf and 
Dumb and the Blind. 


PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 


Mr. HICKMAN, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which waseread, 
| considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be em- 


ea to print the memorial and testimony taken and to 
e taken betore said committee, in the Watrous case. 





stitutional. The prohibition upon the right of the 
people to bring their property into a Territory, 
and to pass such laws as should be necessary to 
protect it, was not regarded as a constitutional law 
atall. And though slavery did exist there, no one | 
thought of congressional intervention against it, | 


property; and certainly no one ever thought of | 
the people or the Assembly having the right to | 
destroy property, or to drive it out of the Terri- 
tory. 


es a 
1 give this information to the Senator, having | 





been well acquainted with the history of this 
subject myself—having lived in that Territory at || 
a very early age in my life, and worked in a || 
clerk’s office, where I had an opportunity of | 
reading the statutes of the Territory, and of the 
State Legislature afterwards. I have read the 


| 


if not in the library of that State. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 
Mr. YULBE. As we have reached a tolera- | 


bly late hour, if it be more agreeable to the Sen- The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
ator from New Hampshire to proceed with his 


in order was the call by States for the introduc- 

remarks to-morrow, | will move an adjournment. || tion of bills for reference only; then resolutions 

Mr. LANE. Let us get through with this | would be in order for reference only; and that, after 

subject. I have some remarks to make. the expiration of one hour, it would be in order to 
Mr. YULEE. I understand it will be more 


bl he's i 1 move to suspend the rules. 
agreeable to the Senator from New Hampshire to UNIFORM SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY. 
Mr. SOMBS introduced a bill to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
| United States; which was read a first and second 
time. 
Mr. SOMES moved to refer the bill to a special 
committee of five. 
Mr. OLIN moved to refer it to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
Mr. WINSLOW moved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The question was first taken on Mr. WinsLow’s 
motion; and it was not agreed to. 
The question recurred on Mr. Oxin’s motion; 
and it was agreed to. 
So the bill was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
BOUNTY LANDS TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS. 


Mr. DUELL introduced a bill granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

JACOB GATES. 

Mr. FENTON introduced a bill granting an 
invalid pension to Jacob Gates; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

J. N. MILLER. 

Mr. BABBITT introduced a bill making com- 
pensation to J. N. Miller for service in the war of 
1812; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

JOHN F. M’RAE. 

Mr. LOVE introduced a bill for the relief of 
John F. McRae; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee of Claims. 

PAVING PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. 


Mr. EDGERTON introduced a bill to author- 
ize the Secretary of War to contract for the paving 


BILLS FOR REFERENCE. 





motion that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. LANE. I hope the Senator will allow me 
uestion, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrenr | 
in the chair.) The motion to adjourn is not || 
debatal.le. 

Mr. LANE. I know that; but, with his per- 
mission, I desire to say a word. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Florida withdraw his motion? 

Mr. YULEE. No, sir. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, May 21, 1860. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a. m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxton 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the Presi- | 


osition to be made of Africans taken from on 
oard slave ships. 
Mr. BRANCH. It appears, from this com- 


munication of the President, that there is now a 


in the charge of our officers, and unofficial intelli- 
gence has reached us this morning that another 
cargo had been captured upon the coast of Cuba. 
Under these circumstances, it seems indispensable | 
that some prompt action of Congress should be || 
had, for the guidance of the President as to the 
disposition he should make of them. The com- 
munication of the President relates exclusively 
to the construction of an act of Congress passed 
many years ago; and it appears to me that, as 
the only additional legislation necessary is an act 
explanatory of thatact of Congress placing a con- | 
struction upon it, the proper reference to make of | 
this communication is to the Committee on the || of a portion of Pennsylvania avenue; which was 
Judiciary. I therefore move that the communi- || read a first and second time, and referred to the 
cation be referred to that committee, and that it || Committee for the District of Columbia. 


be printed. BOUNTY LAND TO CERTAIN SOLDIERS. 


The motion was agreed to. Mr. BRABSON i anak bill : 
fr. N introduced a bill granting 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. || bounty land to certain soldiers; which was wn 


A message was received from the Senate, by ti to the Com- 
Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, informing the 0 Di One ee ee oe Pen. an ep 


House that the Senate had passed, with amend- ; 
e ANNA TAYLORS HEIRS. 


ments, bills of the House of the following titles: 
An act (No. 523) extending the charter incor- Mr. AVERY introduced a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Anna Taylor; which was read a first 


porating the German Benevolent Society of Wash- 
wapee city,in the District of Columbia, approved || and second time, and referred to the Committee 
Ju on Private Land Claims. 


y 27, 1842; | ) 
evaeEr en aeey Ot tae eine at Cheege | PROVISION FOR REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS. 
| Mr. HOLMAN introduced a bill to extend the 


Brott; an 
An act (No. 181) to provide for a superintend- Fe ; : 
provisions of an act entitled ‘* An act to provide 
for certain persons e d in the land and naval 


ent of Indian affairs, for Washington Territory, 
service of the United States in the revolutionary 





and additional Indian agents. 
Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
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war,’’ approved March 18, 1818, to the officers, | 
soldiers, and musicians of the Army, and the offi- 
cers, mariners, and marines of the Navy of the 
United States in the war of 1812 between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain; which was read a | 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 


MILITARY SITES IN TEXAS, ETC. 


Mr. STANTON asked and obtained unani- | 
mous consent to report back, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, a communication from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting an estimate for the 


rere eae ; 3 
rent of sites occupied in Texas, at different times, 


by commanding officers of the United States |, 


troops, and for wood and timber taken therefrom | 
in Texas and California. 
The Committee on Military Affairs was dis- | 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
and it was referred to the Senate. 
WILLIAM AUSTIN’S REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. CASE intreduced a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of William Austin, deceased ; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT IN ALABAMA. || 


Mr. COBB introduced a bill to change the time 
for holding the terms of the district court of the 
United States for the northern district of Ala- 
bama; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

FLORIDA COURTS. 

Mr. HAWKINS introduced a bill to change 
the time for holding the courts in the northern | 
district of Florida; which was read a first and sec- | 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. 


TRIAL OF CIVIL CASES. 


Mr. BURCH introduced a bill to authorize a 
change of the place of trial in civil cases in the 
circuit and district courts of the United States; 


which was read a first and second time, and re- || 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. i| 


MAIL CONTRACT. 


Mr. OTERO introduced a bill to authorize con- 
tracts for carrying the mails and troops and naval 
and military stores on the New Qrleans, Ope- 
lousas, and Great Western, the Sabine and Rio 
Grande, the Southern Pacific, and New Mexican 
railways, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the special | 
committee on the Pacific railroad, and, with an 
accompanying memorial, ordered to be printed. 


SOLDIERS AND WIDOWS OF THE WAR OF 1812. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, introduced | 
a bill for the benefit of the soldiers and widows of 
the war of 1812; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

The call of the States for bills having been con- 
cluded, 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the States 
for resolutions, for reference only. 


NAVY-PAY BILL. 





Mr. MORSE. I offer the following resolution: || 


Resolved, That the rules be suspended for the purpose of 
permitting the Navy-pay bill and amendments to be re- 
ported, and that Tuesday, the 29th of May, be assigned for | 
its coustideration. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object to the resolution; | 
and, under the rules, it must lie over. - 

The SPEAKER. The resolution must lie over, | 
if any gentleman desires to debate it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 1 desire to ask 
a question for information. I understand that 
the resolution of the gentleman from Maine is 
laid over under the objection of the gentleman | 
from Ohio. Will it come up again in one hour, | 
or must it lie over until to-morrow? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that it | 
will come up as the regular of business, when- | 
ever that class of business is called. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Will it come up | 
after the call of the States for resolutions? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that | 
it will not come up until the business upon the | 
Speaker's table is called for. Whenever the busi- 
ness on the Speaker's table is called for, this res- 
oluuon will be in order. 








| Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Can one objec- 
tion prevent the consideration of the resolution 
now? 
The SPEAKER. It does, under the rules. If 
debate arises, it must lie over. 
Mr. MORSE. I withdraw the resolution, I 
now ask one favor of the House. I ask unani- 
| mous consent to report a public bill for reference 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and that it be printed. It is a bill to 
carry into effect a conditional contract made by 
the ochitons of the Navy. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. I 
| insist upon the call of the States in the regular 
order. When the call is through, I shall ask 
leave to report the river and harbor bill. 
Mr. MORSE. Itwould not have taken as much 
time as the gentleman has taken in objecting. 


THE COOLIE TRADE.” 
Mr. ELIOT submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: | 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested to communicate to the House of Representatives 


|, any information, recently received, respecting the Coolie 


trade, which has not been heretofore communicated to 
Congress. 


CATTLE DISEASE. 


Mr. DELANO submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire respecting the novel and alarming mal- 

| ady now prevailing among the cattle in certain localities 
of the United States, known as pleuro-pneumonia; that they 
consider whether the infection has, or is likely to, become 


expedient for Congress to take, in view of terminating the 
ravages of so destructive a disease. ' 
| SLAVE TRADE. 
| Mr. WELLS submitted the following resolu- 
| tion: 
| Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report forthwith a bill providing that any person 
purchasing any negro or other person imported into this 
country in violation of the laws for suppressing the slave 
trade, shall not, by reason of said purchase, acquire any 
title to said negro or person, and where such purchase is 
made with a knowledge that such negro or other person 


has been so imported, shall forfeit not less than $1,000, and 


be punished by imprisonment for a term not less than six 
months. 


| lution. 


The SPEAKER. Then it must lie over. 
COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. SCHWARTZ. I offer the following res- 
olution, which is one of importance to my con- 
| stituents: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 
be instructed to report a bill reducing the compensation of 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives to 

| eight dollars per day for each day of actual service. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I wish to debate 
that resolution. 

The resolution accordingly, under the rule, was 
| laid over. 


| Mr. THOMAS. I desire to debate that reso- 
| 
| 


1} FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolwed, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House adjourn their re- 
spective Houses on Monjlay, the 11th of June, at twelve 
o’clock, meridian. 


| 
| Mr. BLAIR. I object to that resolution. 
| Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, also objected. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
| previous question on its adoption. 
| Mr. COLFAX. I move to lay the resolution 
| on the table. 
| Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I call for the 
yeas and nays upon that motion. 
| Mr. MILLSON, [rise toa question of order. 
| I submit that that resolution cannot be received, 
| except by unanimous consent, or by a suspension 
| of the rules. It is not a privileged question. 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that 
_ the resolution was received in a regular call of the 
| States for resolutions, and it is regularly and prop- 
| erly before the House, 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I objected to 

the resolution when it was first proposed. How 
| does it come before the House? 
| Mr. MONTGOMERY. I suppose I have the 
floor upon the resolution, and I call for the pre- 
vious question. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of order. 


resolution, and how could the gentleman from 


so general as to be asubject of national concernment, and | 
to recommend any action which it may be competent and | 


| 
| 
| 
the demand. 
The SPEAKER. The previous question was 
| 
| [Cries of ** Question!’ ** Question!’’ and great 
| 
| 
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The SPEAKER. The motion to lay the res. 
olution on the table is pending, and that must be 
| first put. 
| Mr.MALLORY. The gentleman from Pe 


: nn- 
sylvania was entitled to the floor upon his , 


Wh 
diana have the floor to move to lay the feadietien 
on the table. 

Mr. MAYNARD. LIrise toa question of order 
The States are being called, as t understand, for 
the introduction of such resolutions as shall not 
give rise to debate. A proposition was made 
distinetly, to debate the iealenion, and it must 
therefore, under the rule, lie over. : 

The SPEAKER. Such would have been the 
_ order but for the fact that the previous question 
was demanded. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The previous question was 
| not demanded until after it was proposed to de- 
| bate the resolution. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. I objected to 
the resolution before there was any demand made 
for the previous question. 
| Mr.MALLORY. The resolution was in order, 

and no gentleman could take the floor from the 
_ gentleman from Pennsylvania until he had time 
| to call the previous question. 
|| The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read from the 





| Manual the rule on the subject. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

‘* A demand for the previous question immediately upon 
submitting a resolution prevents debate ; and if seconded, 
| the resolution need not lie over as in case of debate aris. 
| ing. 
| Mr. REAGAN. I hope*the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania will permit me to offer an amend- 

ment to the resolution. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No amend- 
| ment is in order. The first question is on the mo- 
| tion to lay the resolution on the table. 
| Mr.MAYNARD. What disposition has the 

Chair made of my question of order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has overruled it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I respectfully take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I move to lay the appeal 

| on the table, 

| The motion was agreed to; and the appeal ac- 
cordingly laid on the table. 

The question recurred on the motion to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I called the previous 
question upon the resolution. There are, how- 
ever, I understand, several amendments which 
gentlemen desire to offer, and for the purpose of 

| giving them that opportunity, I now withdraw 


first called by the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Yes, sir; 
and I do not withdraw the call. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If 1 can be permitted to 
offer an amendment providing for evening ses- 
sions, I, for one, will not oppose the resolution; 
but it is evident that we cannot get through the 
business of the House by the 11th of June, at the 
rate we are going on. 

Mr. STANT N. The resolution I unaerstand 
not to be debatable. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 


confusion in the House.} 
Mr. ADRAIN. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio, [‘* Question!’’ * Question !”’] when 
| he thinks the House will be able to finish the 
necessary business before us and adjourn? 

Mr. SHERMAN. With the consent of the 
House, I will have read for information the prop- 
| osition I would be willing to accept. 

Several Members. Let it be read. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives declare their respective Houses adjourned sine die on 
Monday, the 18th of June, at twelve o’clock, in. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The Baltimore con- 
vention meets on that day. Say the 15th. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania has the right to modify his resolution as 
proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. : 

r. MONTGOMERY. I will so modify it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And I offer the following, 

to form part of the proposition before the House: 


Resolved, That after to-day it shall be in order for the 
House to takea recess until seven o’clock, p. m., each day. 
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Mr. NOELL. That is not in order. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I cannot accept that 
resolution now. IT have no doubt the House will 
adopt some such resolution when we have fixed 
the day for final adjournment. _ 

The SPEAKER. Is the motion to lay upon 
the table withdrawn? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
lay upon the table. 34 fs 

‘Mr. KUNKEL. Is it in order to offer an 
amendment to a resolution which is being voted 
on under a demand for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. The amendment was ac- 
cepted as a modification of the original resolution. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I have objected to any such 
understanding as that. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Then the amend- 
ment being objected to by the gentleman from | 
Maryland, it could not be received, and is not, 
therefore, before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The objection was not heard 
by the Chair at the time, or else he would have 
recognized it. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise to a ques- | 
tion of order. My point of ordegis this: that a | 
resolution upon which the previofs question has 
been called cannot be amended by the consent of 
the mover of the resolution if objection be made. 
Objection was made in this case by the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. KUNKEL. Yes, sir, I did object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. The Chair has already stated 
that no objection was heard at the time to the 
modification of the resolutions. [Cries of ** Ques- 
tion.!??4# i 

Mr. KUNKEL. I make objection now. 

The SPEAKER. Objection comes too late. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I rise to this ques- 
tion of order: the resolution, as it has been mod- 
ified, has never been read to the House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I call the gentleman to 
order. He cannot hold the floor and make point 
of order after point of order. 

The SPEAKER The gentleman is going on 
to state a point of order, his previous point hav- 
ing been overruled, and he is in order. ‘The gen- 
tleman, however, cannot state more than one point 
of order ata time. [Laughter.] 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The gentleman 
from Georgia has not all his ears about him this 
morning; and itis quite as essential that there 
should be ears here as well as judgment. There 
was one point of order raised, and it was decided 
adversely, and I have no doubt properly. I al- 
ways defer to the judgment of the Chair. That 
decision being adverse, I now raise this point of | 
order: that the resolution now before the House 
has never been read. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will have the 
resolution read now. 

The Clerk read the resolutionas it was modified, 
providing for the final adjournment of the House 
on the 18th proximo. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The resolution 
being before the Houge, I object to it. 

The SPEAKER, Objection comes too late. 

Mr. MILLSON. I move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table; and on that motion I demand | 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. | 

Mr. KUNKEL demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hatron | 
and Goocn were appointed. 

Mr. MILLSON withdrew his motion to lay | 
upon the table, and demanded the yeas and nays | 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 55; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, William 
C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Babbitt, Barr, Barrett, 
Beale, Bingham, Blake, Roteler, Boyce, Brabson, Branch, 
Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burnett, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 
Clopton, Clark B. Cochrane, Conkling, James Craig, Bur- 
ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, H. Winter Davis, John G. 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Fenton, Perry, Frank, French, Gartrell, Gooch, Graham, 
Hamilton, Hardeman, J. Morrison H , John T. Harris, 
Haskin, Hickman, Hill, Holman, Houston, William A. 
Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Jackson, Jenkins, 
rankin, Keitt, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, L 
soomis, Love, Lovejoy, Macla > ba age 


vy, Mallo c- 
Rae, Montgomery, Laban 'T. Moore. Sydenham Moore, 
Nixon, Noell, Olin, Perry, Pey- 





I withdraw the motion to 
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ton, Porter, Potter, Quarles, Reagan, Reynolds, Rice, 
Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, 
Ruthin, ~~ aay Sherman, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stanton, Stokes, be my 
Thomas, Train, Underwood, Vance, Van Wyck, Wade, 
Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Webster, Wells, Wilson, Woodruff, and Wright—126. 
NAYS—Messrs. Blair, Bocock, Burch, Campbell, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Curtis, Dunn, Ely, 
Etheridge, Florence, Foster, Gilmer, Grow, Hatton, Hel- 
mick, Hoard, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Kun- 
kel, James M. Leach, Longnecker, Charles D. Martin, 
Maynard, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Moorhead, 


Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Pettit, Pottle, Pryor, Rust, | 


Schwartz, Scott, Scranton, Somes, Spinner, Stallworth, | 


Stevenson, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Stout, 
Stratton, Theaker, Tompkins, Trimble, Vandever, Win- 
dom, and Winslow —55. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

During the vote, 

Mr. CASE said: Iam paired for to-day and 
to-morrow with my colleague, Mr. Nipiack. If 
I were not paired, I would not vote for this or any 
resolution like it, until we know what we have 
got to do, and what the Senate will do with what 
we have done. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE stated that he voted | 


in the negative, because he wanted an earlierday. 

Mr. POTTLE stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Patmer, who was called home by iliness in his 
NT was paired for the whole of this week 
with Mr. Eneuisu. 

Mr. FOSTER stated that the House had not 
discharged the business for which it assembled, 
and he must therefore vote in the negative. 


Mr. SINGLETON stated that his colleague, | 


Mr. Barkspae, had been confined to his room 
by illness for three or four days; and that his col- 
league, Mr. Davis, was also confined to his room 
by illness. 

Mr. FRANK stated that his colleague, Mr. 
SPAULDING, was paired with Mr. Garnett for a 
week from this day. 

The vote was announced, as above recorded. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
oa the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LIVINGSTON, KINKEAD & CO. 


Mr. BRIGGS. I move that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 
consideration of Senate bill No. 69, for the relief 
of Livingston, Kinkead & Co. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the previous question 
on the third reading of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. BRIGGS demanded the previous question 


on the passage of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question was ordered;and under the opera- 
tiou thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
leged question. 

Mr. STANTON. 
of Livingston, Kinkead & Co. was declared to be 


I rise to a privi- 


passed, more than forty men were upon the floor | 


demanding the yeas and nays. I submit that le- 
gislation cannot be done in this way. I know 
something of the bill, and that it has no business 
here. Nobody heard the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I want to announce 
to the House and the country that here a bill has 
been put through without one member in twenty 
knowing what was going on, or what the bill is. 
The bill was not read. I do not know what it is. 
If it be received as law, | want the country to 
know how it was passed. Such a system of le- 
gislation as this never before was heard of in this 
or any other country. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I want to 
move to suspend the rules for the purpose of 
taking up the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does the Chair 
announce that the Kinkead bill has passed this 
House under the rules? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no embar- 
rassment whatever on the subject. 


When the bill for the relief | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
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Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The Chair knows 
that the House did not know what it was doing. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot help that. 
This bill was put through in no different way 
from other bills. The Chair has announced that 
the bill was passed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed. 

The SPEAKER. That motion has already 
been made, and laid upon the table. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. It is a bill which ought 
not io have passed this House. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I ask the Clerk to read a clause of the 
Constitution. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

*‘Fach House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, 


and from time to time publish the same, excepting such 
parts as may, in their judgment, require secrecy; and the 









| yeas and nays of the members of either House on any ques- 
| tion shall, at the desire of one fifth of those present, be en- 


tered on the Journal.”’ 


Mr. SHERMAN. I can say, in all truth and 
candor, that I heard more than one fifth of the 
members of this House demand the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill, and I think, there- 
fore, that they ought to be granted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair assures the 
House that he knows nothing about the bill, and 
he desires that a proper course shall be pursued 
in the passage of all bills. If it is the desire of 
the House that this bill shall be put upon its pas- 
sage by yeas and nays, the Chair will put the 
question. I hope that course will be pursued. 

Mr. BRIGGS (who had just returned to the 
House) said: I learn that objection has been 
made to the passage of this bill in the manner in 
which it was passed. If there is any objection, 
I have no objection to retracing our steps. I had 
no desire to gag the voice of any gentleman upon 
this floor. ‘A more meritorious case than this 
never came before this House. I am willing that 
the yeas and nays shall be called upon the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. What is the course 
proposed to be pursued? 

he SPEAKER. Itis to have the bill read and 
put upon its passage. 

Mr. BRIGGS. This bill has passed the Sen- 
ate three times unanimously, after full discus- 
sion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take from the table 
the motion to reconsider, which was laid there. 
Then we can take up the motion, and retrace our 
steps in order. 

No objection was made to taking from the table 
the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to anything being 
done until gentlemen take their seats, and order 
is restored. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker—— 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman’s request has 
been granted already, and the subject is open for 
another vote, as the gentleman desires. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will state what I 
desire. If the circumstances vitiate what some 
say was done, | desire that the bill shall oceupy 
now precisely the position which it occupied when 
it was first introduced, [cries of ** No!’’ ** No!’} 
and that it may be open to objection. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will perceive that to grant his request would 
not be fight, because the question was put by the 
Chair, ‘‘ Is there any objection to the considera- 
tion of the bill?’’ and there was no response. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky is precisely right, and the object is now to 
put the bill upon its passage, so that no gentleman 
may entertain the impression that the bill was 
hastily put to the House, and that they had not 
an opportunity to vote considerately upon it 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that the mo- 
tion to reconsider has been taken from the table, 
and the question is now upon reconsidering the 
vote by which the bill was passed. That ques- 
tion is debatable, and I desire to say a few words 
in reference to this case. My attention was called 
to the report, and | find the facts to be simply 
these: Livingston, Kinkead & Co., were mer- 
chants in Salt Lake City, and a member of the firm 
was traveling in a stage from Salt Lake City to 
Missouri. Upon the way, the Indians assailed 
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THE 


the stage, and robbed him of $10,000. That is all | intimately for eleven years, and I have a feeling i 


there is in it, and the question is whether the | 
Government will make restitution for a robbery | 


of $10,000. 

Mr. BRIGGS. 
It is not surprising that the gentleman from Ohio 
should be opposed to this bill. It was upon his 
objection that in two previous Congresses this 
bill was not considered by the House, and passed 
upon its merits, 
the Senate three different sessions, and last Feb- 
ruary, after full and mature discussion, the bill 
passed that body unanimously. 
from the Senate, and was referred to the Commit- 


I desire to be heard a moment. | 


The bill has been considered in | 


The bill came | 


tee on Indian Affairs, and by them reported back | 
to the House, with a recommendation that it do | 


pass. I consider the bill as just a one as ever 
claimed the attention of the House. The facts are 
embodied in the report, and | ask that the billand 
report be read. 

The bill was read. It directs that there be paid 
to Livingston, Kinkead & Co., merchants of Salt 


Lake City, Utah Territory, the sum of $10,070, | 
as indemnity for the amount of money of which | 
they were robbed by a party of Sioux Indians, | 
near Fort Laramie in the Indian territory, in No- | 


vember, 1854. 
The following is the report in the case: 


The Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Livingston, Kinkead & Co., 
beg leave to report: 


‘That on the 2d day of November, 1854, Charles A. Kin- | 
kead, one of the members of the firm of Livingston, Kin- 


kead & Co., of Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, lett that city 
as a passenger (n the mail stage, from thence to Independ- 
ence, in the State of Missouri, in possession of the sum 
of $10,070, in gold coin, consigned to a mercantile firm in 
Bt. Louis, to whom memorialists were indebted; that the 
party in and accompanying the mail stage were attacked 





of sympathy for them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to | 
ask a question in regerd tothis matter. I under- | 
stand that, by the intercourse law of 1802, and the | 


law of 1834, which is an amendment to the other, || what case cou 
where a robbery has been committed by the In- | ernment? to p 
dians with whom the United States are at peace, || testimony of a man who is himself to get the 


the party who has been robbed is bound to pro- | 
cure testimony to show that the robbery was || 
committed; and when that is done to the satis- 
faction of the proper Department, then the Com- | 
missioner of Indian Affairsisto deductthe amount || 
of the robbery from the annuity of the Indians. || 
I understand that to be the law. Now, I know 

nothing about this particular case; but if I un- | 
derstand the report, and if I understand the state- | 
ment of the gentleman from New York, the case | 


mitted by a band of Indians. ‘That seems to be | 
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_uniformly decided by the courts, that where 


appears to be about this: this robbery was com- | 
| 


| 
| 
conceded. The report goes on to say that, owing 


to the state of affairs in the Indian ea it Was || 


impossible to make the proofs. 
ground on which restitution was refused was, that 
the annuity to this tribe of Indians was in goods, | 
and not in money. The Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs came to the conclusion that it was 
better not to deduct this sum from the annuity, 
but leave Congress to make the restitution. 

Mr. BRIGGS. The gentleman from Illinois 
has stated the case. I now move the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I trust that the 


favor or the bill, will not call the previous ques- 


| tion without giving the opportunity of having a 


| remark made against it. 


near Fort Laramie and all massacred, with the exception | 
of Charics A. Kinkead, the stage robbed of its contents,em- | 


bracing the gold coin, and Mr. Kinkead severely wounded. || , . e : . 
He was found afterwards and carried into the fort. The || his call for the previous question. 
United States were nominally at peace with these Indians, | 


the Sioux, at the time of the massacre and robbery of the | 


mail party, though astate of hostilities was soon alter rec- 


ognized, and Genera} Harney dispatched to the plains for | 


their chastisement. The amount of money, with the par- 
ticular description of the number and value of the pieces, 
are stated upon the cash-book of the firm, and deposed to 
by the clerk of the establishment. The loss of the money 
rests upon the testimony of Mr. Kinkead, the only survivor 
of the party, and the corruborating testimony of the con- 
fessions of some of the Indians, soon thereafter captured 
by General Harney. It is true that the provisions of law 
have not been pursued in the mode of proving this loss. 
The relations between the United States with these Indians 
have been such, since the date of the depredations, as to 
dispense with the necessity of taking the proof before the 
proper Indian agent. Could that provision of the inter- 
course law have been complied with, and the steps usual 
in such cases been adopted by the President to obtain satis- 
faction, it would have been fruitless, as the annuities due to 
these Indians by the treaty of Fort Laramie are payabie 


only in goods, for which there is not any express authority || 
of law allowing them to be retained as indemnity. Those | 
annuities are so small that it would require the whole of | 


an annuity belonging to the particular band, if, indeed, that 
could be ascertained, to satisfy the particular claim. ‘The 
robbery was most probably committed by some small strag- 
giing band of Indians, and, under the circumstances, it 


would be impolitic to take the goods intended for a whole | 
band to pay for the depredations of a straggling and irre- | 


sponsible portion of them, should the perpetrators belong 
to these bands. Since treated as hostile, the annuity is then 
gone by the act of war, and there is nothing left for indem- 
nity. The committee, believing that the substance and 
spirit of the law have been complied with, report a bill for 
the paymentat once of the indemnity which the intercourse 
act guaranties in all such cases, 


Mr. BRIGGS. Ihave buta word or two further 
to say. Iam glad that the opportunity occurred 
to have that report read, because it gives the facts 
of the case precisely. Under the intercour 


Indien Affairs to deduct that loss from the Indian 
annuities. ‘Those annuities were paid in goods, 


not large in amount; and the Department deemed | 
it impolitic to withhold this amount from the | 


annuity goods, and make the Indians responsible 
for the loss. They thought, in view of the im- 
portance of the friendship of the Indians upon the 
mail route from the States to California, that the 
matter of com 
gress. The Senate have heard the application 
three several times, and the bill passed that bod 

unanimously; and it is here before the House for 
the first time, to be considered upon its merits. 
Already Congress has indemnified Mr. McGraw, 
the owner of the stage line, for the mulesand other 
property which were lost. This loss is a loss in 
dollars, and is not subject to computation and 
construction. It is fixed and definite, because the 
loss was in specie. I have known the partics 

. 


act of | 
1834 it was competent for the Commissf ner of | 


nsation should be referred to Con- | 


} 








| 





i 


| withdraw the previous question? 


| from the report; and from that 1 learn that the 


| this case ? 


| 
gentleman from New York, aftey three speeches in 

| 

‘ 
I desire to make some 
remarks in opposition to the bill; and I therefore 
beg the gentleman from New York to withdraw 


Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from New 


| York calls the previous question on the passage 


j 
of the bill. The first question is on reconsidering. | 
He has not called the previous question on that; | 
and therefore the gentleman from Virginia, if Pe | 
desires to speak, is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I hope the vote will not be re- 





| considered. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Does the gentleman 
Mr. BRIGGS. I do, in order to permit the 


gentleman from Virginia to Bi err his views. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I know nothing in 
the world about this bill, except what I gather 


object is to saddle on the Government of the Uni- 
ted States a private demand, which, if it has any | 
legitimate foundation at all, attaches properly to 
another quarter. 

Mr. REAGAN. Isthere a minority report in 





Mr. BRIGGS. No, sir; the report is unani- 
mous. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. As I understand 


from this report, a firm in Utah consigned to a 
| firm in St. Louis $10,000 in specie. The money 


was placed ina stage coach. On its road, from 
one city to the other, the stage was beset by In- 
dians, and robbed of its entire freight. I under- 


| stand the law is distinct, that when such a robbery 
is perpetrated within the Indian country, by In- 


dians to whom payments are due, it shall be made 
good out of the fund payably to these Indians. 
In this case, however, an exception is proposed, 
because the payments to these Indians are in tri- 
fles, and it would, I suppose, make a great inroad | 
on their annuity. But, sir, if the Government of 
the United States is to assume the responsibility 
of this matter, in violation of existing law, and 
for such unsubstantial reasons as those assigned, 
it would be establishing a precedent. 





It would | 


| not stop with this particular case, but would be 


establishing a precedent which would fix the Gov- 
ernment in all futifre time with responsibility for 
heavy and unknown amounts. 

But that is not all, sir. What are the proofs ? 
Is there any evidence that this money was even 
placed on board the stage? There is no proof 
which would be received in any court of justice 
that this money was placed on board. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I can answer the gentleman 
by saying that the money robbed from Mr. Kin- 
a was found in possession of some of these 

ndians, 


And the other || 


j 
| 


| 
| 


| 
i 


| Salt Lake Cit 














Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, Tam confining my- 
self to the report. There is no testimony, except 
that of one witness, that this money was aboard 
the stage; and that witness is the man direct] 
interested. or rely on such testimony as thet 

d not be proven against the Gov. 

If this bill is to pass, it will be on the 
ene. 
efit of his own testimony, and whose Sallkemen 
cannot be controverted. , 

Mr. JUNKIN. Is not that done every day> 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Yes; where the 
amount is small. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Has it not been 
man’s property has been stolen on board of . 
ship or stage coach, or in a hotel, his own eyj- 
dence of the fact is competent testimony? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 am not prepared 
to admit that as a legal proposition. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. It is the law of 
the land. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. This is a wholly 
different case. The doctrine, as stated, is not 
sound law. e money was in charge of this 
man himself, Wecording to the testimony. He 
alone is the man who testifies on the subject, 
and he does not even prove that the money was 
put on board the stage. I hold that even if the 
case were fully proved it would not make the 
Government liable; but where he does not prove 
the case, even so far as it was within his power 
to prove it, is not that evidence against him? |t 
was in his power to prove that when the stage left 
the money was on board; but 
there is no such proof in the case, and the infer- 
ence is, of course, that it could not be proved, 
This whole case turns upon the testimony of an 


| interested party, who could just as well have 


roved the loss of $100,000 as $10,000, if he had 

een disposed to practice perjury. I say, then, 
that not only is the principle itself unmistakably 
wrong and eminently mischievous and danger- 
ous, but itis not even supported by such testi- 
mony as ought to be aitnitl, and as it was within 
the competency of the party to adduce. 

I promised the gentleman from New York to 
renew the demand for the previous question. | 
now do so, and leave the case in his hands. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE sought the floor. 

Mr. BURNETT. I want to hear the gentle- 
man from Tennessee; but I want it distinctly un- 
derstood that the gentleman from New York can- 
not hold the floor to demand the previous question 
when the gentleman from Tennessee concludes. 

Mr. BRIGGS. That has been agreed upon. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have not given my con- 
sent. The gentleman must either withdraw the 

revious question, and let the gentleman from 
ennessee take the floor, or he must insist on the 
motion. [cannot agree that the enemies of the 
bill shall be muzzled, and its friends alone heard. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
New York insist upon the demand for the pre- 
vious question ? 

Mr. BRIGGS. The question has been fully 
discussed; but I should be happy to hear the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, and will yield to him. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I desire to make a state- 
ment about some of the facts referred to by the 
gentleman from Virginia. I think it due to the 
House. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to hear the gentle- 
man from Tennessee; but I want it understood 
that the gentleman from New York does not hold 
the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not con- 
sider the gentleman from New York as holding 
the floor. i 

Mr. BURNETT. i do not want the enemies 
of the bill to be muzzled while its friends are un- 
muzzled. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. If the House will give 
me their attention, I can, perhaps, relieve some 
misapprehensions which exist in the minds o! 
both the friends and the opponents of the bill. 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Smrru] cer 
tainly labors under some misapprehension 1) re- 

ard to the relations of this Government to (he 
ndian tribes with whom we are in amity. Under 
the intercourse act of 1834 this Government ¢X- 
pressly stipulates that wherever property is stolcn 
or destroyed which belongs to our citizens who 
may be lawfully in the Indian country, and the 
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injury is done by Indians in amity with us, in- 
demnity shall be eventually made. 

Mr. REAGAN. If my colleague on the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs will allow me, I will sug- 
gest to him that that provision of the law was 
expressly repealed during the last Congress. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. But it was in operation 
at the time of the murder and robbery mentioned 
in this report. ¢ 

Mr. CLARK B. COCHRANE. I would like to 
inquire of the gentleman from Tennessee whether 
itis not the policy of the Indian intercourse act 
to put the Indians upon their good behavior, and 
was the policy of that act to pay the private citi- 
zen for outrages committed upon his person and 
propert ? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. The gentleman shows 
that he does not understand the relations of the 
Government to the Indians. 

Mr. REAGAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee suggested that the repeal of the clause of 
the Indjan intercourse act, to which I have re- 
ferred, was subsequent to the commission of this 
robbery. If that be so, unless the right was re- 
served, the gewtleman will remember that under 
the law the remedy passed away with the repeal 
of the act. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I do not agree in the view 
presented by the gentleman from Texas; but it 
is not important. At the time of this robbery 
the Government had stipulated that it would guar- 
anty eventual indemnification to parties lawfully 
in the Indian country for losses of this kind, on 
consideration that they would not make reprisals. 
Every one who thinks a moment upon the sub- 
ject must see that such persons lawfully in the 
indian country would immediately proceed, by 
reprisals, to obtain indemnity, and a general In- 
dian war of extermination all along the frontier 
would result. 

Without going into the policy of the act of 1834, 
I say it was expressly stipulated, on the part of 
the Government, that if parties suffering depreda- 
tions of this kind would not make reprisals— 
would not seek ‘* private satisfaction or revenge ”’ 
upon the Indians—the Government would guar- 
anty them thiseventualindemnity. Iam speak- 
ing now with reference to tribes with whom the 
Government was on terms of amity; and it has 
been repeatedly adjudged by the Department, that 
the words **in amity’’ mean those tribes with 
whom the Government has treaties of peace. In 
this case notonly was there a treaty of peace with 
the offending tribe, but the Government had obli- 
gated itself to pay them annuities; and the inter- 
course act provides, that where the Government 
has contracted to pay annuities to Indians, and 
depredations are committed, on proof before the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Department 
is clothed with full power to make payment out 
of the annuities. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I should like 
to understand from the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, whether he claims that the Government has 
ever pursued the policy of affording any other in- 
demnity to the injured parties than an honest 
endeavor to collect it or hold it back out of the 
annuities due to the Indians? Did they ever pay 
= claims out of the Treasury since the world 

an? 

Ir. ETHERIDGE. I have distinctly stated 
that the intercourse act applies only to tribes 
with which the United States have treaties; and 
in this case we had a treaty of amity and friend- 
ship with the offending tribe, and annuities were 
being paid to them; but the ‘‘eventual indem- 
nification’’ guarantied by the intercourse act is 
promised, although the treaty does not provide 
for the payment of annuities. Never, until re- 
cently, has the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
decided that the Government can convert annuity 
goods into money. I believe that the present 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs regards annuities 
payable in goods as available for the payment of 
clams of this description. 

With regard to the proof in this case, ever 
one who has read the evidence knows very well 
that the Indians committed this depredation. One 
of the parties was murdered. There is a deposi- 
tion of the clerk of the memorialist who kept an 
account of the coin, the amount, and the descrip- 
uon. One of the parties robbed lost his life; and 
the presumption is, that where the Indians com- 
mitted a murder for the purpose of robbery, they 
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the murdered party. The proof is, that the mur- 


| of the committee. 
| was, that because of the general hostilities which 


| cessary to secure payment for this loss under the | 


| ship, ‘fin amity,”’ with this tribe, and they were | 


| by thegentleman from Virginia, 











would not leave the gold coin upon the person of 


dered party did have this money. He was on 
his way to St. Louis. 
and various persons murdered; and the Indians, | 
who committed the murder, subsequently admit- | 
ted that they obtained this money. I suppose 
that these facts afford as conclusive proof as can 
be offered, that the parties suffered this loss by 
these Indians. 

I make this statement in justice to the parties. 
My first impressions were, in committee, against 
reporting this bill; but I acquiesced in the decision | 
The only point of difficulty 


soon broke out, preventing the taking of the proof, 
so as to bring the case before the Department, and | 
as the annuities were payable in goods, it was 
urged that the parties haul first exhaust their 
remedy before the Department before appealing || 
to Congress; but this was rendered wholly unne- | 
cessary, because the Government had guarantied | 
indemnity, and the general war which soon fol- | 
lowed rendered it impossible to take this proof | 
according to the strict requirements of the Indian 
department. These parties resorted to no repri- 
sals. Soonafterwards, as I hafe stated, a general 
war broke out, which prevented them from going 
into the Indian country to obtain the proofs ne- | 


} 


seventeenth section of the actof 1834. But atthe 
ume of the robbery, we were on terms of friend- 


in receipt of annuities; and the simple question is, 
whether the Government will indemnify these | 
parties, they being within the letter and spirit of 

the intercourse act? 

Mr. STANTON. I understood the gentleman 
from Tennessee to say thatthis robbery was prob- 
ably committed by a roving band of Indians. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Yes, sir; a portion of 
Sioux Indians, I believe. 

Mr. STANTON. Is it certain that those In- 
dians were receiving annuities? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Some of the Indians after- 
wards taken prisoners confessed to the robbery; 
but my recollection is, that the chief of the Sioux | 
tribe attempted to make the defense that they were | 
not responsible, because the robbery was com- 
mitted by some roving band within their territory. 
They were in receipt of annuities. But subse- 
quently, as I have before stated, on the breaking 
out of hostilities, the proof could not be perfected 
in accordance with the strict requirements of the 
Indian department. I make these observations 
only for the purpose of meeting the point made 

{Mr. Smitu,] that 
this Government should not be bound to pay for | 
property thus destroyed in the Indian country. I 
will state to the gentleman that very many such 
claims have been paid by the Indian bureau with- | 
in the last twenty or thirty years—claims which 
have been pone expressly within the provis- | 
ions of the intercourse act; and it has also been 
the frequent practice of Congress to pay such 


claims directly, when, in consequence of the break- || 


ing out of Indian hostilities, it has been impossi- | 
ble to obtain the proof inthe strict manner required | 
under the law of 1834. 

There has been a case, during the present ses- | 
sion of Congress, involving this very principle, 
in whieh a law has been passed for the payment 
of claims for depredations committed upon the 
Shawnee Indians in Kansas, notwithstanding the | 
fact that their claims were embraced under a gen- | 
eral law. It was done upon the ground that a | 
general amnesty had been coon for all politi- | 
cal offehders in Kansas; and it was difficult, to | 
distinguish between the depredations committed | 
by those in reference to whom this general,am- 
nesty had been declared and others. The Depart- 
ment, therefore, recommended that their claims for 
damages should be paid the Shawnee Indians; and 
the Committee on Indian Affairs believed it to be 
preferable to sending the claimants to that Depart- 
ment for indemnity. 

Mr. STANTON. I understand that there is a 
very broad distinction between the case just men- 
tioned by the gentleman from Tennessee, and that 
now before us. That was a claim of the Indians 
who were under the protection of the Government | 
for depredations committed upon them by whites. | 
This 1s entirely a different matter. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. It was like the present | 
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case, however, in this: it was embraced by a 


| 


The train was attacked ] 


general law which contemplated satisfaction with- 
out first appealing to Congress. The express ob- 
ject of thedaw of 1834 was to secure the eventual 
reimbursement of these parties who, while law- 
fully in the Indian country, have sustained losses 
in consequence of the depredations of the Indians, 
with whom we were *in amity.’’ Now, I ask 


_ this House whether the particular member of this 


firm, the person who was murdered, was not law- 
fully in the Indian country? He was. Was not 
the robbery perpetrated? It was. ‘That fact is not 
disputed. The amount of coin is clearly — 
It was subsequently confessed by the Indians 
themselves that they committed the robbery and 
the murder. 

But it was said by the chiefs of the tribes, to 
whom the perpetrators of these robberies be- 


| longed, that they were committed by roving bands 


of Indians, and not by the tribes themselves. Such 
is always the excuse when it is proposed to de- 
duct from their annuities satisfaction for depre- 
dations of this kind. 

Mr. HILL. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee whether it appeared to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs also that the Govern- 
ment is bound to pay stage contractors for their 
losses sustained by the Indians. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. No, sir; that matter has 
been under consideration by the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and meets with no favor, upon the 
principle that the persons who had contracted for 
carrying the mails across the plains, have no 
doubt contemplated indemnity for such losses as 
they may sustain, in the extravagant prices which 
they receive for carrying the mails. 

Mr. HILL. One other question. I under- 
stand that the Indian bureau declined to withhold 
the amount of these claims from the sums due the 
Indians, and to pay the amount to the claimants. 
What was the reason of that? 

Mr ETHERIDGE. The present Commission- 
er of Indian Affairs has proposed, for the first time, 
to construe the law so as to convert goods into 
money in acase of this kind. There has been no 
instance yet where he has so decided, but I under- 
stand he will so decide if a case arises. The 
reason why the amount was not paid by the In- 
dian bureau, was that,’almost immediately after 
this robbery was committed, a general Indian war 
broke out, so that it was impossible to identify 
the parties, and to perfect the proof as required 
by the strict rules of the Department. Congress 
however, has, by the law of 1834, guarantied an 
eventual indemnification. It is then, as I have 
said, that the law passed by the last Congress re- 

ealed the indemnification clause of the act of 1834, 
ut it was in full force at the time this robbery 
was committed. 

Now, sir, inasmuch as these parties were law- 
fully in the Indian country, an did not attempt 
any reprisals or seek retaliation upon the Indians, 
by the express terms of the act of 1834, they are 
entitled to the amount which this bill proposes. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no desire to detain 
the House by a discussion of the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed. 
But, sir, itis a bill which, in - judgment, has 
not a particle of merit in it. It does not even 
make out a shadow of a shade of a claim against 
the Government. Take the facts as stated in the 
report as true, and yet there is no case made 
out against the Government. Take the facts as 
stated by the gentleman from Tennessee as true, 
and still there is no claim against the Govern- 
ment. And why? Because the gentleman pro- 
ceeds upon the supposition that these parties have 
complied with the terms of the intercourse act in 
reference to these Indians. On the contrary, the 
report itself shows exactly the reverse. They 
never brought themselves within the provisions 
of that act at all; nor did they make any attempt 
to do so; nor is the gentleman correct in saying 
that they could not do so. If there is any general 
law that covers the case of these parties as it is 
presented here, it has escaped my knowledge and 
my information. I never have heard of such a 
thing in the history of the country. But let us 
look for a moment at the facts as they are pre- 
sented in the report. The statement made by the 
gentleman from Ohio was a truthful one, that 
these men were merchants engaged in business; 
that one of them left Salt Lake City in a stage 
coach for St. Louis; that the coach was attacked 
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by the Indians and, as it is alleged, robbed of 
$10,000. The parties now come into this House 
and ask Congress to pay them that sum of money 
outof the public Treasury. Sir, thete is nota 
singlc case, in the whole history of the country, in 
which such aclaim has been paid. There was an- 
other bill, somewhat similar, reported and placed 
on the Private Calendar, which was reached and 
objected to in our consideration of the Calendar 
on Saturday last. There are no facts connected 


with this case which it seems to me would justify | 


this Hlouse in passing a bill of this character. 
Has this Government become a common carrier; 
and if so, when? Are we bound to pay for all 


the property which men may lose in traveling | 


across the plains? There is no instance of the 
kind in the past history of the country that | 
ever heard of. But, sir, I do not wish to detain 
the Hlouse, and I call the previous question upon 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Lask the gentleman 
to yield to me for about two minutes. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pend- 
ing the demand for the previous question, 


‘The previous question was seconded, and the 


main quesuon ordered to be put. 

‘The question recurred on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

The SPEAKER. 
that he had no knowledge whatever, from the 
noise in the House, that there was any gentleman 
who did not understand the bill, or that the yeas 
and nays were called for. 


The Chair desires to state | 


fectly satisfied of that fact, he desires that the | 
motion to reconsider may prevail, and that the | 


bill may be fairly considered by the House. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the question again recurred, ‘* Shall the bill 
> 
MS8Sr 


Mr. BRIGGS. I now move the previous ques- 
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with Mr. Unnerwoop. If he were not paired, 1 The resolution was ordered to be read a third 


he would vote in the affirmative. 
Mr. SINGLETON stated that his colleague, 


Governor McRae, was paired with Mr. Pertir. | 


On motion of Mr. ETHERIDGE, the House 
dispensed with the reading of the list. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. GARTRELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was rejected; and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

SURVEYS IN TENNESSEE AND KENTUCKY. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I rise to-day for the pur- 
pose of asking, perhaps, the only thing that I shall 
ask this session. Last ‘Tuesday I gave notice that 
to-day | would ask to take up and put on its pas- 
sage House joint resolution No. 29, directory to 
the Secretary of War respecting certain surveys 
in Tennessee and Kentucky. 1 also notified the 
House that the resolution and the report of the 
Committee on Public Lands had been printed, so 
that whoever desired to, could understand the 
whole subject. | move that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution, 
and that it be taken up and put on its passage. 

Mr. CRAIGE, of North Carolina, objected. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I move fora suspension 


of the rules, for the purpose I have indicated. 


But being now per- || 


tion on the passage of the bill, and call for the || 


yeas and nays on the passage. 

Mr. BURNETT. ome to lay the bill on 
the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdrew that motion, and take the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BURNETT withdrew the motion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question celica to be put. 

Mr. BURNETT demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 27, nays 111; as follows: 

Y EFAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Barrett, Boteler, Briggs, Burch, 


John B. Clark, James Craig, Etheridge, Florence, Gilmer, | 


Hughes, Irvine, Junkin, Charlies D. Martin, Montgomery, 
Morrill, Nelson, Nixon, Noell, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, 
‘Tappan, Watton, Elihu B. Washburne, Wilson, and Win- 
dom-—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Allen, Alley, Thomas L. An 
derson, William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Beale, 
Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, Brabson, Brayton, Bristow, 
Buttinton, Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell Carey, 
Carter, Clopton, Clark B, Cochrane, Collax, Conkling, Cox, 
Burton Craige, Curry, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, John G. 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Dunn, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ed 
wards, Eliot, Ely, Foster, Gartrell, Gooch, Grow, Harde 
man, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hickman, Hoard, Holman, 
Houston, William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Fran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Larrabee, James M. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, McKnight, McPher 
son, MeQueen, Miltson, Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Ed- 
ward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Perry, Peyton, 
Porter, Potter, Poule, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Christopher Robinson, Ruffin, Rust, Scranton, Sedg- 
Wick, Sherman, Singleton, William Smith, William N. 
H. Smith, Somes, Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stokes, 
Stout, Stratton, Thayer, Theaker, Thomas, Tompkins, 
Trimble, Vanee, Van Wyck, Wade, Waldron, Wells, 
Winslow, Woodruff, and Wright—1) 1. 


So the bill was rejected. 

During the vote, 

Mr. CLOPTON said: I am requested to state 
that Mr. Crawrorp is paired with Mr. Jackson; 
and that the latter would vote for, and the former 
against the bill, 

Mr. HARDEMAN stated that his colleague, 


Mr. Hct, waspaired with Mr. Harrts, of Mary- 
land, on this bill. 


Mr. OLIN stated that he was paired with Mr. | 


Kuwxeu. 

Mr. WEBSTER stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Lamar. 

Mr, HOLMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Nwiack, was absent from the House in conse- 
quence of jndisposition in his family. 


Mr. MAYNARD stated that he was paired 


Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The resolution was read in extenso. It directs 
the Secretary of War to order, as early as prac- 


' cable, a survey to be made by the engineer corps 


of the Government, with E. A. Crandall, Isaac 
N. Steele, William Conner, Joseph Mitchell, E. 
W. Neville, and Joseph Keith, as a supervisory 
board on the part of the States of Tennessee and 
Kentucky, of the eastern bank of the Mississippi 
river, from Kentucky City to the State line be- 
tween the States of Tennessee and Mississippi, 


for the purpose of ascertaining an approximate | 


| estimate of the cost and expenditure of money 
_ necessary to the construction of a levee to prevent 


| the overflow of the river upon the adjacent lands, | 





which was caused by the construction of levees 


| on the western bank of the river in the States of 


Missouri and Arkansas, under the appropriations 


|| of an act entitled ** An act to enable the State of 


Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp, 
lands within their limits,’’ approved September 


| 28, 1850, and make his report to Congress in pur- 


suance of this resolution. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE demanded the previous 
question on the passage of the resolution. 


The previous — was seconded, and the | 
. 


main question ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The resolution was passed. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the joint resolution was passed; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid pon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL, 


Mr. MALLORY. lIask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to enable me to report back 
from the Committee on Roads and Canals, Sen- 
ate resolution No. 6, authorizing the enlargement 
of, and the construction of a branch to, the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal. 

There was no objection, and the report was re- 
ceived, 

Mr. MALLORY. I will not detain the House 
by any remarks. The resolution is a good one, 
and ought to be passed. I move that it be put 


on its passage. 


|| by which the resolution was passed; and 


I move that the Com- | 


ee 





Ma 
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| time; and it was accordingly read the third timp 
/and passed. , 


Mr. MALLORY moved to reconsider the 


vote 


; ‘ also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 


|| the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


\| 
} PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. CURTIS. I offer the following resoly. 


| tion: 


Resolved, Thatthe billof the House (No. 646) to secure 


|| contracts and make provisions for the safe, certain, and 


| more speedy transportation by railroad of mails, troops, ay. 
| nitions of war, military, and naval stores between the At. 
lantic States and those on the Pacific and for other Purposes, 

be made the special order of the day for Thursday, the 241), 
instant, after the morning hour. 

Mr. THOMAS. 1 object. 

Mr. CURTIS. I move a suspension of the 
| rules, in order that that resolution may be brought 
'| before the House. . 
| ‘The question was taken; and the rules were sys- 
|| pended. 
The resolution was adopted. * 

Mr. CURTIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONFIRMING CERTAIN LAND ENTRIES. 


Mr. COBB. I have been waiting four weeks 
for the House to dispose of the more important 
business, in order that I might call up a motion 
to reconsider the vote by which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands House bill No. 
44, confirming certain landentries under the third 
section of the act of March 3, 1855, entitled ‘* An 
act making appropriations for the service of the 
Post Office Department, for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1856.”’ It passed this House unanimous- 
ly, and went to the Senate, where a small amend- 
ment was attached to it. 

The question was taken; and the vote by which 
the bill was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands was reconsidered ; and the bill was brought 
before the House. 

Mr. COBB. I hope that the bill will be put on 
its passage. 

he bill was read in extenso. It provides that 

all entries which have heretofore been allowed by 
registers and receivers, under that portion of the 
third proviso to the first section of an act, ap- 
proved March 3, 1855, entitled ‘* An act making 
| appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th 

| of June, 1856,” in the following words: ‘* That 
each contractor engaged, orto be engaged, in car- 
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rying the mails through any of the Territories 
west of the Mississippi, shall have the privilege 
of occupying stations at the rate of not more than 
one for every twenty miles of the route on which 
he carries a mail, and shall have a preémption 
right therein, when the same shall be brought into 
market, to the extent of six hundred and forty 
acres, to be taken contiguously, and to include 
his improvements; but no such preémption right 
shall extend to any pass in a mountain or other 
defile,’? be confirmed, subject to any bona fide 
claim under any law of the United States to the 


whole or any portion of the lands embraced in 
said entries or locations by the persons aforesaid; 


and the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
is directed to issue a patent for the lands embraced 
in said entries; provided each contractor shall 
satisfy the Secretary of the Interior that he has 
complied with the terms of his contract, and that 
the entries have been used and occupied as sta- 
tions on the line of the route during the existence 
of his contract; and that the provisions of this act 
shall be restricted to one and the first bona fide set 
of preémptions on one and the same line of route: 
that no rights, after the passage of this act, shall 
accrue under the provisions of the act of March 
3, 1855, which provisions are peer repealed, 
——= rights heretofore acquired, or those 
provided for in the foregoing; and that for the 
— of facilitating the transportation of the 
public mails of the United States west of the Mis- 
sisippi river to the Pacific ocean, and intermediate 
points, the Secretary 





of the Interior is author- 


ized, upon the application of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, to reserve as mail stations, for the use and 
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occupancy of mail contractors, during the exist- 
enee of their contracts, a quantity of public lands, | 
not exceeding the area of one section at all such 
jocalitiesas in his judgment are deemed necessary 
or advisable, to be taken where the public sur- | 
yeys have been made, according to the lines of 
those surveys; but where stations have been or 
may be designated in advance of the public sur- 
yeys, they shall be laid off, under the direction of 
the Postmaster General, in a square form, with 
ower to order the adjustment hereafter of such 
Poundaries, to conform to the lines of the public 
surveys, if such adjustment be deemed advisable, 
which lands thus reserved as stations shall be 
held as permanent mail service reservations, not 
subject to the operation of any existing preémp- 
tion or other general land laws; and that when- | 
ever, from any cause, any of the reservations 
made under the second section of this act shall be 
no longer needed for the purposes originally in- 
tended, or the convenience of the service shall re- 
quire a change of location, the reservation thus | 
abandoned by the Postmaster General shall be 
jaid off into suitable lots or parcels, and sold at 
public sale to the highest bidder after at least three 
months’ public notice, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and patents therefor 
shall issue as in the case of the sale of other pub- 
lic lands; and all laws granting the preémption 
privilege to mail contractors be repealed; but this 
repeal is not to affect any rights which may have 
actually vested under those laws before the pas- 
sage of this act. 

The Clerk read the amendment of the Senate, 
as follows: 

Afterthe word “ locations,’’ insert “* made prior or subse- 
quent to the date of the selection thereof.”’ 


Mr. COBB. The Committee on Public Lands 
want to make the amendment a little more strin- 
rent. , 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman has not the floor; 
and I hope the gentleman from Illinois will not 
make any objection. The Committee on Public 
Lands have agreed to the amendment which I 
propose to offer, and I hope the vote will be re- 
considered, and that the amendment to the Senate 
amendment will be agreed to. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Thecommittee has notagreed 
to any amendment. 

The question was taken; and the motion to 
reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. I now offer the amendment agreed 
to by the Committee on Public Lands to the 
amendment of the Senate. 

The committee recommend that the House con- 
cur in the Senate amendment with the following 
amendment: 


. 

Insert in the body of the bill, after the word “ survivors,” 
in line four, the words: “and in regard to which no ad- 
verse claims have arisen under the decisions of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, or of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, setting aside such entries.”? 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment of the Senate as amended was 
concurred in, 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment as amended was concurred 
in; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that the Committee 
on Public Lands be discharged from the further 
consideration of the Senate homestead bill, and 
that it be brought before the House for action. 

Mr. BURCH. 1 object. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move that there be a call 


of the House. 
1 call for tellers, 








serene eee 


Mr. REAGAN. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hatron 
and ALpricu were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes twenty-seven; noes not counted. 
+ Mr. BRANCH. In order to give absentees an 
Opportunity to come in, I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion that there be a call of the 

ouse, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion that there be a call of the House 
Was not agreed to. 














The question recurring upon suspending the | : 
q § up P = | Plying for the benefit of this act shall 
|| the register of the Jand office in which 


rules, the yeas and nays were called and ordered, 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 105, nays 51; as follows: 

YEAS—Messts. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, 
Babbitt, Barrett, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
Butlinton, Burnham, Buttertield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, | 
Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Duetl, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, 
Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, 
French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Haskin, Helmick, Hoard, 
Holman, William. Howard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt 
C. Leach, Lee, Logan, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, | 
Charles D. Martin, McKnight, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward 
Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, Perry, Pettit, 
Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, Rice, Riggs, Christopher | 
Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scranton, | 
Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tomp- | 
kins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Wal- | 
dron, Walton, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodrufft—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Thomas L. Anderson, | 
William C. Anderson, Barr, Bocock, Boteler, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Burch, John B. Clark, Clopton, Burton 
Craige, H. Winter Davis, Edmundson, Gilmer, Hamilton, 
Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, John ‘I’. Harris, Hattan, 
Hawkins, Hill, Houston, Hughes, James M. Leach, Mal- 
lory, Maynard, Millson, Montgomery, Laban 'T. Moore, 
Noell, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, 
Sickles, Singleton, William Smith, William. H. Smith, | 
Stallworth, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Stokes,Thomas, | 
Vance, Webster, and Winslow—5l. 


_ So the rules were suspended, (two thirds voting | 
in favor thereof.) 
During the call, | 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri, stated that he was | 
paired off with Mr. Burnerr upon this vote. | 
Mr. DAWES stated that he was paired off on 
this vote with Mr. Crawrokp; otherwise, he | 
would have voted in the affirmative. 


the bar when his name was called, he should have | 
voted **no;’’ also, that Mr. Mines was paired off. | 

Mr. GARTRELL asked leave to vote; but ob- 
jection being made, he said: I desire to state that 
1 was temporarily absent, and came in a moment 
after my name was called. I should have voted 
“no. 

Mr. BRABSON. [learn that the Senate amend- 
ments have not been printed, and are not before 
the House; therefore I vote ** no”’ for the present. 
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Bec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That the person ap- 
upon application to 
he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
or receiver Mat he or she is the head of a family, or is 
twenty-one years or more of age, and that such applica 
tion is made for his or her exclusive use or benefit, and 
those especially mentioned in this act, and not, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, for the use or benefit of any other per- 
son or persons Whomsoever; and upon filing the affidavit 


| With the register or receiver, he or she shall thereupon be 
| permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided 


however, That no certificate shall be given or patent issued 


| therefor until the expiration of five years from the dute of 


sucb entry; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any 
time within two years thereafter, the person making such 
entry—or if he be dead, his widow ; or in case of her death, 
his heirs or devisee ; or in case of a widow making such 
entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death—shall prove 
by two credible witnesses that he, she, or they, have resided 
upon and cultivated the same for the term of five years im- 
mediately succeeding the time of filing the aflidavit atore- 
said; then, in such case, he, she, or they, if at that time a 
citizen of the United States, shall, on payment of ten dol- 
lars, be entitled to a patent, as in other cases provided tor 
by law: .dnd provided further, That in case of the death 
of both father and mother, leaving an infant child, or chil- 
dren, under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall 
inure to the benefit of said infant child, or children; and 
the executor, administrator, or guardian, may, at any time 
within two years after the death of the surviving parent, 


|| and in accordance with the laws of the State in which 


such children for the time being have their domicile, seil 
said land (or the benefit of said infants, but for no other pur- 
pose ; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute title by 
the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the United 
States, on payment of the office fees and sum of money 
herein specified. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That the register of 
the land office shall note all such applications on the tract- 
books and plats of his office, and keep a register of all such 
entries, and make return thereof to the General Land Office, 
together with the proof upon which they have been 
founded. 

sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all lands acquired 


| under the provisions of this act shall, in no event, become 


Mr. ASHMOREstated that, had he been within | 


liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts contracted 
prior to the issuing of the patent therefor. 

sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if, at any time 
after the filing of the affidavit, as required in the second 
section of this act, and before the expiration of the five 
years aforesaid, it shall be proved, after due notice to the 
setuler, to the satisfaction of the register of the land ofhee, 


, that the person having filed such affidavit shall have ac- 


tually changed his or her residence, or abandoned the said 
entry for more than six months at any time, then, and in that 
event, the land so entered shall revert to the Government. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, ‘That no individual 


| shall be permitted to make more than one entry under the 


Mr. DE JARNETTE stated that had he been |! 


with the bar when his name was called he should || 


have voted ** no.’’ 

The result was then announced as above re- 
corded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I now move to substitute the 
original House bill for the bill of the Senate; and | 
upon that I call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put, | 

Mr. BURCH. I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
after the main question is ordered to be put. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see that there is 
any necessity for reading the bill and substitute; 
as all understand what the Senate bill is, and the 
substitute proposed is the original bill of the 
House as it was sent to the Senate. 

Mr. THOMAS. I insist upon the reading of 
the bill and substitute. 

The Senate bill was read. 

Mr. NOELL. I would ask if it is in order to 
move to refer that bill and the substitute to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 





been read. 
Mr. PHELPS. I would inquire whether it is 


in order to submit an amendment to the Senate 
amendment? 


Mr. LOVEJOY. The main question has been 
ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
substitute. 

The substitute, which was read, is as follows: 


That any person who isthe head of a family, or who has 
arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of 
the United States, or who shall have filed his intention to 
become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the 
United States, shall, from and after the passage of this act, 
be entitled to enter, free of cost, one hundred and sixty 
acres of unappropriated public lands, upon which said per- 
son may have filed a preémption claim, or which may, at 
the time the application is made, be subject to preémption 
at §1 25, or less, per acre; or eighty acres of such unap- 
propriated lands, at $2 50 per acre; to be located in a body, 
in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, 
and after the same shall have been surveyed. | 


I call for the reading of the 


provisions of this act; and that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is hereby required to prepare and issue 
such rules and regulations, consistent with this act, as shall 
be necessary and proper to carry its provisions into effect ; 
and that the registers and receivers of the several land 
offices shall be entitled to receive the same compensatiou 
for any lands entered under the provisions of this act that 
that they are now entitled to reccive when the same quan- 
tity of land is entered with money, one half to be paid by 
the person making the application at the time of so doing, 
and the other half on the issue of the certificate, by the 
person to whoin it may be issued: Provided, That nothing 
contained in this act shall be so construed as to impair or 
interfere in any manner whatever with existing preémption 
rights: nd provided further, That all persons who may 


| have filed their applications for a preémption right prior to 


the passage of this act shall be entitled to all the privileges 


of this act. 


Mr. REAGAN. I demand the yeas and nays 


_ upon adopting the substitute. 


| Alley, Babbitt, 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 102, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Charlies F. Adams, Aldrich, Aitlen, 
Barr, Barrett, Beale, Bingham, Blair, 


Blake, Brayton, Buffinton, Burnham, Butterfield, Camp- 
bell, Carey, Carter, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, 


| Covode, Cox, John G. Davis, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Ed 


gerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, 


| Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Helmick, 


| Hoard, Holman, William Howard, Humphrey, Irvine, Jun- 


The SPEAKER. The substitute has not yet || 


Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt €. 
Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Mars- 
tori, Charles D. Martin, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, 
Nixon, Pendleton, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, 
Kice, Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, 
Royce, Schwartz, Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spin 
ner, Stanton, William Steward, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, 
Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, 
Waldron, Walton, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff—102. 
NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Bocock, Boteler, 
Brabson, Branch, Bristow, Burch, John B. Clark, Clopton, 
Cobb, Burton Craige, Curry, De Jarnette, Edmundson, 
Etheridge, Gartrell, Gilmer, flardeman, 3. Morrison Hlar- 
ris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Houston, 
Hughes, Jenkins, Keitt, Lamar, James M. Leach, Love, 
Mallory, Maynard, McQueen, Millson, Montgomery, La- 
ban T’. Moore, Nelson, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Rust, Sickles, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, 


kin, Francis W. Kellogg, 


| James A. Stewart, Stokes, Thomas, Underwood, Vance, 
|| Webster, Winslow, and Wright—63, 


So the substitute was adopted. 
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During the vote, 
Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, stated that he wa 
paired with Mr. Wasusvan, of Wisconsin; other- 

wise he would have voted ** no.”’ : 

Mr. STOUT stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Gorrey; otherwise he oak 
against substituting the House bill for the Senate 
bill. 


i 
i 
j 


d have voted | 


THE CON 


i 
; 


Mr. McPHERSON stated that Mr. Hare was || 


paired off with Mr, Lanpnrum. 

Mr. SICKLES said: I believe the Senate bill 
is the best bill that can be got; and therefore I 
vote **no.”’ 


Mr. PEYTON stated that Mr. Simms was con- | 
fined to his room by sickness, and therefore un- 


able to be present to-day. 


Mr. DAWES stated that he had paired off | 


upon this vole with Mr. Crawrorp; otherwise 
he would have voted in the affirmative. 
The result was announced as above recorded. 
The bill as amended was then ordered to be read 
a third time; and was accordingly read the third 
time. 


Mr. LOVEJOY moved the previous question 


on the passage of the bill as amended. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered, 


Mr. RUFFIN called for the man and nays on 


the passage of the bill as amended. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 59; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charies F. Adams, Aldrich, Allen, Al- 
ley, Babbitt, Barrett, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Bray- 
ton, Briggs, Buffinton, Buuerfield, Campbell, Carey, John 
Cochrane, Coltax, Conkling, Covode, Cox, John G. Davis, 
Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fen- 
ton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Gra- 
ham, Grow, Helmick, Holman, William A. Howard, Hum- 
plrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Erancis W. Kellogg, Kil- 
gore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, Charles D. Martin, 
McKnight, McPherson, Montgomery, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nixon, Pen- 
dieton, Perry, Petit, Porter, Potter, Pottle, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, 
Schwartz, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Somes, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stout, Stratton, Tap- 
yan, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van 
Vyck, Wade, Waldron, Walton, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, Windom, and Woodruff 
—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Bocock, Brabson, 
Branch, Bristow, Burch, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, 


Burton Craige, Curry, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Etheridge, 


Gartrell, Gilmer, Hamilton, Uardeman, J. Morrison Harris, 
Jobn T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins, Hill, Hughes, Jenkins, 
James M. Leach, Love, Mallory, Maynard, McQueen, Mill- 
son, Laban T. Moore, Nelson, Noell, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, 
Quarles, Reagan, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Singleton, William 
Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, James 
A. Stewart, Stokes, Taylor, Thomas, Vance, Webster, 
Winslow, and Wright—39. 

So the bill was passed. 

During the vote, 

Mr. RICE stated that Mr. Buritincame was 
paired with Mr. Martin, of Virginia. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, when his name was 
called, said: I stated before, when this bill was 
under consideration, that I was in favor of a home- 
stead bill. [Calls to order.) 


House has refused to concur in that amendment. 
{Loud calls to order.] I desire to get it back to 
the Senate as soon as possible, that it may be 
roperly amended. [Continued calls to poder.) 
1 therefore vote ‘ ay.’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania should have suspended his remarks when 
he was called to order. He should be placed 
under arrest by the Sergeant-at-Arms for not 
doing se. 


A Member. It is all over now. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD stated that Mr. Craw- 


FORD was paired with Mr. Dawrks. 

Mr. CARTER not having been within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I object. 

Mr. CARTER. 1 should have voted “ ay.’’ 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I object to that. 

Mr. LOGAN stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Kewrvon, who was called home by sickness 
iu his family. If voting, he should have voted 
‘ ay.”’ 

The result was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


_ mittee on Naval Affairs. 
| statement to show what that difference is. 


The bill passed by | 
the House was amended in the Senate, and this | 





| 
NAVY PAY BILL. | 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I ask the favor- } 
able consideration of the House for the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, Thatthe rules be suspended and that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affuirs have leave to report the Navy-pay | 
bill and substitutes. 


| 

Mr. RUFFIN. I object. | 
| 

| 

| 


pend the rules, to enable me to offer the resolu- 
tion. 

The rules were suspended; and the resolution || 
was adopted. 

Mr. MORSE. I am directed by the Commit- | 
tee on Naval Affairs to report back an act (S. No. 
299) to increase and pede Me the pay of the Navy 
of the United States, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I ask leave to 
report a substitute to the substitute reported by 
the committee, and ask that the bill be put upon 
its passage. 

Mr. PHELPS. The bill which the gentleman 
has called up isan importaht one. Ithas not been 
printed by the House, and we have not been able | 
to examine It. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Both the Senate | 
bill and the substitutes com been printed—the | 
Senate bill for weeks. I do not want to make a | 
speech on the subject. Its justice commends it 
sufficiently. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move to sus- 


I was not aware that these | 


substitutes were printed. I knew that the Senate 


| dulge me for a moment, in order that I may state 


| on any subject. 


bill was printed. | 
Mr. HARRIS, ef Maryland. I ask for the | 
consideration of the bill at this time, because I 
am satisfied that this is the only chance we will 
have of having it considered this session. 


The SPEAKER. Thebill is before the House, | 


and the question is on the amendments in their 
order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Lask the previ- | 
ous question on the pill and amendments. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Have the rules 
been suspended to take up that bill? 

The SPEAKER. They have. 

The bill was read, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Would it be in order to | 
move to strike out the second section? | 

The SPEAKER. It would not. The previous 
question has been demanded. The amendment 
reported by the majority of the Committee on Na- | 
val Affairs will now be read; and then the amend- | 
ment offered by the gentleman from Maryland. 
The vote will first be taken on ualaskeauaih 

Mr. WINSLOW. There is some little differ- 
ence between the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maryland and that reported from the Com- 
I will make a brief 


Mr. RUFFIN. Let us have all read. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I hope the House will in- 


where lies the difference between the Senate bill 
and the amendments offered by the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. Morse] and the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Harris.] 

There is very little difference in the three bills 
The object of all of them is to do that which | 
think should be done—make a liberal allowance 
to the officers of the Navy. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman from North || 


Carolina is going to make a speech advocating 
this bill, I object. 
Mr. WINSLOW. I very rarely make aspeech | 





Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I disagree with the | 
gentleman from North Carolina in his advocacy 
of this bill. If the gentleman will confine his re- 
marks to explaining the difference between the 
bills, I have no objection; but I want him to con- | 
fine himself to that. 

Mr. WINSLOW. That is exactly what I in- | 
tend doing. The gentleman from Alabama need | 
not be so captious, The object of all three bills | 
is to make a just and liberal appropriation for the | 
service of officers of the Navy. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is getting a | 
little captious himself. He proposed to explain 
the difference between the bills, and to that we 
all consented. I certainly would not have con- 
sented if I had supposed the gentleman was get- 
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I desire to have the bill } 


ment. | 
‘| which I ought to mention, 
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ting up to advocate the objects of any one of these 
lis. 


Mr. HATTON. 
Alabama to order. . 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that 
the gentleman from North Carolina had unanj- 
mous consent to proceed. The Chair, therefore, 


considers that the gentlemyn is in order. 
Mr. WINSLOW. There is very little differ. 


I call the gentleman from 


_ence in any of the bills as to the rates of pay to 


be allowed to the officers. The Senate, by a mis. 
apprehension on the part of its committee—owino 
to their being ignorant of a law of Congress that 
passed subsequently to the act of 1855—reduced 
the pay of the medical corps of the Navy. Whey 
the Senate found out the mistake, they were anx. 


ious to correct it; but it was too late. The House 


| committee, therefore, deemed it but right anq 
| proper to make the correction. The amendment 
| of the committee, therefore, increases the pay of 


| the medical corps of the Navy in proportion to 
| the pay of the other grades of officers. 
| The only other point of difference between the 
Senate bill and the committee bill is this: the 
Senate bill increases the pay on the basis of sea- 
service; the substitute of the committee would 
lace it on the basis of general service in the Navy, 
Daier the Senate bill the lieutenant who has seep 
seven years’ sea-service would be entitled to a 
certain increase of pay. Under the bill of the 
committee, such an increase of pay would follow 
from ten years’ service, after the officer obtained 
the rank of passed midshipman. 

These are the only material differences between 
the Senate bill and the House bill. 

Mr. STANTON. At what rate is the present 
pay to be increased ? 

Mr. WINSLOW. About twenty-five per cent, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. From fifteen to 
twenty per cent. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should like to ask 
the gentleman if it increases the pay of those on 
shore? 

Mr. WINSLOW. It does. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Well, that is wrong; 
,and I shall vote against it. If it only increased 

pay for sea-service, I would support it. 
Ir. WINSLOW. Itoccurred to the majority 
of the House committee that the basis of pay 
fixed in the Senate bill might be productive of 
| mischief, as a ship might go to sea where the ju- 
nior lieutenant would be receiving higher pay than 
the senior lieutenant. The substitute offered by 
my friend from Maryland is identical with that 
reported by the majority of the committee, except 
as to the pay of lieutenants. 
There is one other slight alteration in the bill 
The substitute re- 
ported by the majority of the committee provides 
for increasing the pay of the superintendent of 

_ the National Observatory to $3,500. He now re- 
ceives$3,000. This, weall thought, was butan act 
of justice due to that distinguished officer, and it 
is the only means we had to remunerate him for 
his services tO the country. 


| Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I had no desire or 


intention of detaining the House even a moment 
in connection with this bill; but as my friend from 
North Carolina has made some explanations as to 
the points of difference between the Senate bill and 
the bill which he says was reported by a majority 
of the House committee, it is simply proper | 
should say two or three words. 

| In the first place, I desire to say that the major- 
_ity report of the House committee carries with 
| it the weight of one vote only over that of the m!- 
_nority. The desire of all the members of the 
committee was, that a bill should pass increasing 
the pay of the Navy. We differed as to details. 


| The difference between my substitute and that of 


_ the majority is this: in the first place, my bill is 
identical with the Senate bill, except so far as 1 

corrects some matters, believed to be oversights 10 
| the Senate bill, which have been referred to by the 

gentleman from North Carolina, as to the pay of 
‘surgeons and engineers. In the next place, it dif- 
' fers materially from the substitute of the commit- 


tee in this: that it adopts the principle of sea-ser-- 


| 
| 


< 


| 
| vice which the Senate bill establishes as to the 
_ lieutenant grade. 

| I maintain, in connection with those 
| of the minority who 
| the most important 

| grafted on the bill. 
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my friend from North Carolina, that this might 
create cases Where a junior officer would be found 
on board a ane Sang larger pay than the 
senior officer, I beg simply to say this: from an 
inspecuion of the register, I find that such a con- 
tingency could occur in very few cases. But 
where it does, it occurs because of the fact that 
the junior lieutenant has been attending for a 
longer term of years to the active duties of his 
profession than the senior officer; and I maintain 
that on all principles of justice he is entitled to 
receive the increased compensation. When that 
objection was suggested in the committee, I made 
inquiry about lis practical operation, and found, 
on the testimony of some of the most distin- 
ruished officers of the Navy, that it would not, 
in any degree, tend to injure discipline or produce 
bad feeling in the service, 

Now, Mr. Speaker, my bill is the same as the 
Senate bill, in so far as that provides for the pay 


of captains, commanders, pursers, chaplains, | 


lieutenants, and every grade but surgeons and 
engineers. 1 beg now to say to gentlemen in the 
House who are disposed to increase the pay of 
this most meritorious and worst paid arm of the 
public service, that if they pass a substitute in 
this House that changes the principle of the Sen- 
ate bill of sea-service as to the grade of lieuten- 
ants—the point upon which the fight has mainly 
been made in the Senate—they giveadeath-blow to 
any pay bill for the Navy this Congress, and keep 


the service, it may be for years to come, upon the | 


miserable and insufficient pittance it now receives. 

Mr. HATTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Maryland a question. In pointing out the 
difference between his bill and the Senate bill, I 
did not understand him to state whether his bill 
differs from the Senate bill in reference to the pay 
of Commander Maury. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. It agrees in that 
particular with the bill sent us from the Senate. 


Mr. HATTON. Does the gentleman’s bill | 


amend the Senate bill in reference to the pay of 
Lieutenant Maury? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Yes, sir; it in- 
creases it. 

Mr. HATTON. Your bill does? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRANCH. 1 would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Maryland a question for information. 
I desire to inquire of the gentleman from Mary- 
land, or of any other gentleman who is acquainted 
with the provisions of this bill, whether the com- 
pensation specified in the sections of the bill con- 
stitutes the whole pay and allowance and emol- 
uments of the officers of the Navy? I ask the 
are because, in the Thirty-Fourth Congress, 

voted with a great deal of pleasure for a bill in- 
creasing the pay of the officers of the Army toa 
point abe regarded as just and liberal and 
fair; and I afterwards ascertained that they re- 
ceived emoluments and allowances that I knew 
nothing about, and received about fifty per cent. 
more than I supposed they would receive. I de- 
sire, therefore, to know whether this covers all 
the emoluments to officers of the Navy? 

Mr. MORSE. The bill leaves the returns as 
they are now at twenty-five cents per ration, and 
the sailors and officers are treated just alike; and 
there is no other emolument. The officers of the 
Army are treated very unequally in that particu- 
lar; but only one ration is allowed to officers of 
all grades in the Navy, and to the sailors. 


Mr. BRANCH. I would ask the gentleman 
whether, under the existing law, officers of the 
Navy of any grade are allowed more than one 
ration? ‘ 

Mr. MORSE. None at all. 

Mr. BRANCH. That is all I wished to know. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I ask for the reading of the 
amendments proposed by the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

The Clerk read the semendments. 


The following is the substitute reported by the 
majority of the committee: 


Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That from and after the passage of this act the annual 
pay of the officers of the Navy, on the active list, shajl be 
as follows : 

The senior flag officer, created under and by virtue of an 
act of Congress approved March 2, 1857, shall receive 
$4,500; captains when ctmmnnding. squadrons, $5,000 ; 
all other captains on duty at sea, $4,000 ; captains on other 
duty, $3,500; when on leave or waiting orders, $2,800. 
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| ond five years after the date of his commission, $2,400 ; 


Commanders : Every commander on duty at sea, $3,000 ; 
commanders on other duty, $2,500; commanders on leave | 
or = orders, $2,000 ; lieutenants commanding at sea, 

2,500. 

Lieutenants: Every lieutenant when on duty at sea, $1 ,600; | 
when on other duty, $1,500; on leave or waiting orders, 
$1,200. Every lieutenant who has served more than ten and | 
less than fifteen years from the date of his warrant as passed 
midshipman, when on duty at sea, $1,800; when on other 
duty, $1,600 ; when on leave or waiting orders, $1,300. 
Every lieutenant who has served fifteen and less than | 
twenty years from the date of his warrant as passed mid- | 
shipman, when on duty atsea, $2,000; when on other duty, 
$1,700; when on leave or waiting orders, $1,400. Every 
lieutenant who has served more than twenty years from | 
the date of said warrant, when on duty at sea, $2,200; 
when on other duty, $1,800; when on leave or waiting or- 
ders, $1,500. 

Chaplains: Chaplains shall be paid aslieutenants. Every 
chaplain shall be permitied to conduct public worship ac- 
cording to the manner and forms of the Church of which he 
may be amember. Every chaplain retained in the service 
shall be required to report annually, to the Secretary of the 
Navy, the official services performed by him. 

Masters: Every master when on duty as such at sea, | 
$1,200; when on other duty, $1,100; when on leave or 
waiting orders, $800. 

Passed Midshipmen: Every passed midshipman when on 
duty ag such at sea, $1,000; when on other duty, $800; 
when 

Midshipmen: Every midshipman at sea, $550; when on 
other duty, $500; when on leave of absence or waiting or- 
ders, $450. 

Surgeons: Every surgeon on duty at sea, for the first five 
years after the date of his commission as surgeon, $2,200; 
tor the second five years afte: the date of said commission, 
$2,400; for the third five years after the date of said com- 
mission, $2,600; for the fourth five years after the date of 








after the date of said commission, $3,000. Fleet surgeons, 
$3,300. Every surgeon on other duty, for the first five years 
after the date of his commission as surgeon, $2,000; forthe 
second five years after the date of said commission, $2,200 ; | 
for the third five years after the date of said commission, | 


| $2,400 ; for the fourth five years after the date of said com- | 
| mission, $2,600; for twenty years and upwards after the 


date of said commission, $2,800. Every surgeon on leave 
or waiting orders, for the first five years after the date of 
his commission as surgeon, $1,600; forthe second five years | 
after the date of said commission, $1,800; for the third five 


years atter the date of said commission, $1,900; for the || 


fourth five years after the date of said commission, $2,100; 
for twenty years and upwards after the date of said commis- 
sion, $2,300, 

Passed Assistant Surgeons: Every passed assistant sur- 
geon on duty at sea, $1,500; when on other duty, $1,300; 
when on leave or waiting orders, $1,100. 

Assistant Surgeons : Every assistant surgeon on duty at 
sea, $1,250; when on other duty, $1,050; when on leave | 
or Waiting orders, $850. 

Pursers: Every purser on duty at sea, for the first five 
years after the date of his commission, $2,000; forthe sec- 


for the third five years after the date of his commission, 
$2,600 ; for the fourth five years after the date of his com- | 
mission, $2,900 ; for twenty years and upwards after the date 
of his commission, $3,100. Every purser on other duty, for 
the first five years atter the date of his commission, $1,800 ; 
for the second five years after the date of his commission, 


| $2,100; for the third five years after the date of his com- | 


mission, $2,400; for the fourth five years after the date of 
his commission, $2,600; for twenty years and upwards 
after the date of his commission, $2,800. For every purser 
on leave or waiting orders, for the first five years after the 
date of his commission, $1,400; for the second five years | 
after the date of his commission, $1,600; for the third five 
years after the date of his commission, $1,800; for the | 
fourth five years after the date of his commission, $2,000 ; 
for twenty years and upwards after the date of his commis- | 
sion, $2,250. 

Protessors of Mathematics: Every professor of mathe- 
matics on duty, $1,800; when on leave or waiting orders, 


Engineers: Every chief engineer on duty, for the first 
five years after the date of his commission, $1,800; forthe 
second five years after the date of his commission, $2,200 ; 
for the third five years after the date of his commission, | 
$2,450 ; after fifteen years from the date of his commission, 
$2,600. Every chief engineer on leave or waiting orders, 
for the first five years after the date of his commission, 
$1,200; for the second five years after the date of his com- 
mission, $1,300; for the third five years after the date of 
his commission, $1,400; after fifteen years from the date 
of his commission, $1,500. Every first assistant engineer 
on duty, $1,250; while on leave or waiting orders, $900. 
Every second assistant engineer on duty, $1,000; while on 
leave or waiting orders, $750. Every third assistant engi- 
neer on duty, $150; while on leave or waiting orders, $600. 

Warranted Officers : Every boatswain, gunner, carpenter, 
and sail-maker, on duty at sea, for the first three years’ 
sea-service after the date of his warrant, $1,000; for the 
second three years’ sea-service after the date of his war- 
rant, $1,150; for the third three years’ sea-service after the 
date of his warrant, $1,250; forthe fourth three years’ sea- 
service after the date of his warrant, $1,350; for tweive 
years’ sea-service and upwards, $1,450; when on other 
duty, for the first three years’ sea-service after the date of | 
warrant, $800 ; for the second three years’ sea-service after 
the date of his warrant, $900; for the third three years’ 
sea-service after the date of his warrant, $1,000; for the 
fourth three years’ sea-service after the date of his warrant, 
$1,100; for twelve years’ sca-service and upwards, $1,200; 
when on leave or waiting orders, for the first three years’ 
sea-service after the date of his warrant. $600; for the 
second three years’ sea-service after the date of his war- 
rant, $700; for the third three years’ sea-service after the | 
date of his warrant, $800; for the fourth three years’ sea- 
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leave or waiting orders, $600. | 
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service after the date of his warrant, $900; for twelve 
years’ sea-service and upwards, $1,000. 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, hat nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to increase or modify the pres- 
ent pay of chiets of bureaus in the Navy Department, with 
whom, in respect to pay, shall be classed the present Su- 
perintendent of the Naval Observatory: Provided, That the 
officer now charged with experiments in guanery at the 
navy-yard, Washington, shall continue to receive the sea- 
service pay of the grade now next above him. 

Sec. 3. ind be it further enacted, ‘That hereafterno ser- 
vice shall be regarded as sea-service but such as shall be 
performed at sea under the orders of a Depariment, and in 
vessels employed by authority of law. 

Sec. 4. and be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act contained shal) be held to modity or affect the existing 
power of the Secretary of the Navy to furlough officers, or 
to affect the furlough pay. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the increased pay 


| hereinbefore provided for masters shall attach to masters not 


in the line of promotion, whether on the active or reserved 
list; and officers on the reserved iist when called into active 
service shall receive the pay of their respective grades as 
herein provided during the term of such service: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to change 
or modify the present pay of officers on the reserved list, 
either on leave or furlough. 


The following is the substitute reported by the 
minority of the committee: 


That from and after the passage of this act, the annual 
pay of the officers of the Navy, on the active list, herein- 
after named, shall be as follows: 

Captains: The senior flag ofticer, created under and by 


| Virtue of an act of Congress approved March 2, 1857, shall 


receive $4,500; captains when commanding squadrons, 


| $5,000; all other captains on duty atsea, $4,200 ; captains 


60 | on other duty, $3,600; when on leave or waiting orders, 
said commission, $2,800; for twenty years and upwards | 


$3,000. 
Commanders: Every commander on duty at sea, for the 


| first five years after the date of his commission, $2,825; 


| $3,150. 
| years after the date of his commission, $2,662; for the 


| service, 








for the second five years after the date of his commission, 
Every commander on other duty, for the first five 


second five years after the date of his commission, $2,825; 
all other commanders, $2,250 ; lieutenants commanding at 
sea, $2,550. 

Lieutenants: Every lieutenant on duty at sea, $1,500 ; 
after he shall have seen seven years’ sea-service in the 
Navy, $1,700; after he shallhave seen nine years’ sea-ser- 
vice, $1,900 ; after he shall have seen eleven years’ sea- 
2,100; after he shall have seen thirteen years’ 
sea-service, $2,250. Every lieutenant on other duty shall 
receive $1,500 ; after he shall have seen seven years’ sea- 
service in the Navy, $1,600; after he shall have seen nine 
years’ sea-service, $1,700; after he shall have seen eleven 
yeats’ sea-service, $1,800; atter he shall have seen thir- 
teen years’ sea-service, $1,875. Every lieutenant on leave 
or waiting orders, $1,200; after he shall have seen seven 
years’ sea-service in the Navy, $1,266 ; after he shall have 
seen nine years’ sea-service, $1,333; alter he shall have 
seen eleven years’ sea-service, $1,400; after he shall have 
seen thirteen years’ sea-service, $1,450. 

Chaplains: Chaplains shall be paid 1s lieutenants. Every 
chaplain shall be permitted to conduct public worship ac- 
cording to the manner and forms of the Church of which 
he may be a member. Every chaplain retained in the ser- 
vice shall be required to report annually, to the Secretary 


| of the Navy, the official services performed by him. 


Masters: Every master in line of promotion, when on 
duty as such at sea, $1,200; when on other duty, $1,100; 
when on leave or waiting orders, $825. 

Passed Midshipmen: Every passed midshipman, when 
on duty as such at sea, $1,000; when on other duty, $800; 
when on leave or waiting orders, $650. 

Midshipmen: Every midshipman at sea, $550; when 
on other duty, $500 ; when on leave of absence or waiting 
orders, $450. 

Surgeons: Every surgeon on duty at sea, for the first 
five years after the date of his commission as surgeon, 
$2,200; for the second five years after the date of his com- 
mission as surgeon, $2,400; for the third five years after 
the date of his commission as surgeon, $2,600 ; for the fourth 
five years after the date of his commission as surgeon, 
$2,800; for twenty years and upwards alter the date of his 
commission as surgeon, $3,000. Fleet surgeons, $3,300, 
Every surgeon on other duty, for the first five years after 
the date of his commission as surgeon, $2,000 ; for the sec- 


| ond five years after the date of his commission as surgeon, 


$2,200; tor the third five years after the date of his com- 
inission as surgeon, $2,400; for the fourth five years after 
the date of his commission as surgeon, $2,600; for twenty 
years and upwards after the date of his commission as sur- 
geon, $2,800. Every surgeon on leave, or waiting orders, 
tor the first five years after the date of bis commissjon as 
surgeon, $1,600; for the second five years after the date of 
his commission as surgeon, $1,800; for the third five years 
after the date of his commission as surgeon, $1,900 ; for the 
fourth five years after the date of his commission as sur- 
gegn, $2,100; for twenty years and upwards after the date 
of his commission as surgeon, $2,300. 

Passed Assistant Surgeons: Every passed assistant sur- 
geon or. duty at sea, $1,500; when on other duty, $1,400; 
when on leave or waiting orders, $1,100. 

Assistant Surgeons: Every assistant surgeon on duty at 
sea, $1,250; when on other duty, $1,050; when on leave 
or waiting orders, $800. 

Pursers: Every purser on duty at sea, for the first five 
years after the date of his commission, $2,000 ; for the sec- 
ond five years after the date of his commission, $2,400 ; for 
the third five years after the date of his commission, $2,609 ; 
for the fourth five years after the date of his commission, 
$2,900 ; for twenty years and upwards after the date of his 
commission, $3,100, Every purser on other duty, for the 
first five years after the date of his commission, 1.800 ; for 
the second five years after the date of his commission, 
$2,100; for the third five. years after the date of liis com- 
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mission, #2,400; for the fourth five years after the date of 
his commission, $2,600; for twenty years and upwards after 
the date of his commission, $2,800. Every purser on leave 
or waiting orders, for the first five years after the date of 
his commission, 31,400; for the second five years after the 
date of his commission, 91,600; for the third five years 
alter the date of bis commission, $1,800 ; for the fourth five 
years alter ie date of bis commission, $2,000 ; for twenty 
years and upwards after the date of his commission, $2,250. 

Professors of Mathematics: Every professor of mathe- 
matics on duty, $1,800; when on leave or waiting orders, 
S960. 

Engineers: Every chief engineer on duty, for the first 
five years after the date of his commission, $1,800; for the 
second five years after the date of his commission, $2,200 ; 
for the third five years after the date of his commission, 
$2,450; after fifteen years after the date of his commis- 
sion, #2,600. Every chief engineer on leave or waiting 
orders, for the first five years aiter the date of his commis 
sion, $1,200; for the second five years after the date of his 
commission, #1,300; tor the third five years after the date 
of his commission, $1,400; after fifteen years after the date 
of his commission, $1,500. Every first assistant engineer 
ou duty, 4,250; while on leave or waiting orders, #900, 
Every second assistant engineer on duty, 41,000; while on 
leave or waiting orders, #950. Every third assistant engi- 
necr on duty, 8750; while on leave or waiting orders, S600. 

Warranted Otlicers: Every boatswain, gunner, carpen 
ter, and sail-maker,on duty at sea, tor the first three years’ 
sea service after the date of bis warrant, $1,000; for the 
second three years’ sea-service after the date of his war 
rant, $1,150; forthe third three years’ sea-service after the 
date of his warrant, 31,250; for the fourth three years’ sea- 
service, alter the date of his warrant, $1,350; for twelve 
years’ sea service and upwards, $1,450; when on other 
duty, for the first three years’ sea-service after the date of 
warrant, $800; for the second three years’ sea-service af. 


terthe date of his warrant, $900; for the third three years’ | 


sea-service after the date of his warrant, $1,000; for the 
fourth three years’ sea-service after the date of his war 
rant, $1,100; for twelve years’ sea-service and upwards, 
$1,200; when on leave or waiting orders, forthe first three 
years’ sea service after the date of his warrant, $600 ; tor 
the second three years’ sea-service after the date of his war 
rant, $700; for the third three years’ sea-service after the 
date of his warrant, $800; for the fourth three years’ sea 
service after the date of his warrant, $900; tor twelve 
years’ sea-service and upwards, $1,000. 

Ske. 2. .dnd be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act cuntained shall be so construed as to increase or mod- 
ify the present pay of chiefs of bureaus in the Navy De- 
partinent, With Whom shall be classed the present superin 
tendent of the Naval Observatory : Provided, That the offi- 
cer now charged with experiments in gunnery at the navy- 
yard, Washington, shall receive the sea-service pay of the 
grade now next above bim. 

Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That hereafter no ser- 
vice shall be regarded as sea-service but such as shall be 
performed at sea under the orders of a Departinent, and in 
vessels employed by authority of law. 

Sec. 4. dnd be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be held to modily or affect the existing 
power of the Secretary of the Navy to furlough officers, or 
to affect the furlough pay. 

Sec. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That the’increased pay 
hereinbetore provided tor masters shall attach to masters 
not in the line of promotion, whether on the active or re- 
served list; and officers on the reserved list, when called 
into active service, shall receive the pay of their respective 
, mer as herein provided during the term of such service : 

rovided, That nothing herein contained shal) be construed 
to change or modify the present pay of officers on the re- 
served list, cither on leave or furlough. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. MORSE. I should like to say a few words 
before the vote is taken on this question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I withdraw the 
previous question, to allow the chairman of the 
committee to be heard. 

Mr. MORSE. I will occupy the floor but a 
short time. I will state first, Mr. Speaker, that 
it was not my expectation that an attempt would 
be made to rush a bill of so much importance as 
this through the House without an assignment 
of a day for its consideration. I say this with all 
due respect to the gentleman from Maryland. I 
am satisfied that not half a dozen members of the 
House understand the effect of all the amendments 
proposed to the Senate bill; but even if the House 
were disposed to go into a full consideration of 
the subject to-day, I am not prepared to discuss 
it in all its bearings, for the memoranda and facts 
with which [ would like to illustrate it are at 


my rooms; not having the least expectation that | 


any action would be had on this subject for some 
days. I only wish 
the gentleman from Maryland said in regard to 
the pay proposed for lieutenants in the two sub- 


make a brief reply to what | 


stitutes. The majority of the committee propose | 


to change the basis of their pay, and that is the 


most important variation from the Senate bill | 


which we recommend; because we do not regard | 
the proposition of the Senate as calculated to have | 


a permanently good effect upon the service. If | 
you look through the bill, you will find that the || 


i 


pay of every other grade of officers is based upon | 
the length of service; but itdisregards that rule || ticular. 


THE, CONGRESSIONAT, 


when it comes to lieutenants, and says that the | 
pay of a lieutenant shall be based upon the length || tleman from Maine, and to the friends of th 
|| whether it will not be better to allow it to 


of service he has seen at sea. 
Now, you can have only a portion of your 
lieutenants at sea. Out of three hundred and 


GLOBE. 
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Mr. STANTON. I wish to suggest to the ven. 
is bil}, 


£0 to 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of +), 


twenty-seven now in the service, you have only || 


one hundred and seventy outatsea. You cannot 
have them all at sea. There are not places for 
them. The lieutenant who gets to sea is alucky 


| man; and I am inclined to think that there is vastly | 


more favouritism practiced in sending men to sea 
than there is in keeping them on shore-duty. 


There are, without doubt, some officers who are | 


loafers, and resort to every means to get clear of 
duty. These gentleman use all their powers to re- 


main on shore, and they often have power enough | 


at court to get their desire gratified; but my friend 
from Maryland bases his argument upon the idea 
that the whole body of our lieutenants are skulks, 
and seek constantly to avoid service. Now, if 


that were true, | would discharge every man of | 
them, and put in their places energetic and capa- | 


ble captains and mates from our merchant service, 
who would be faithful and not skulk fronfuty. 
The proposition of the majority of the committee 
is not based upon that idea. 


It is based upon the | 


idea that our officers are not all drones and | 


loafers, and have to be driven to sea; but on the | 


presumption that they are men, and are willing 
to do their duty. When you base the pay upon 


sea-service, Which is the Senate proposition, and | 
which will operate upon all the officers who are | 


now lieutenants, you go back to the time of their | 


boyhvod, when they commenced their service as 


midshipmen on board ships, receiving their edu- | 


eation under professors of mathematics, and | 
count the four years of boyhood thus spent in 
, the thirteen years of sea-service required for the 


highest grade, pay, &c. We had no Naval Acad- 


|} emy at that time, and our midshipmen all got 


their education at sea. 

Now, how will this principle operate in the pres- 
ent and in the future? We have now a Naval 
Academy, and our naval officers are educated on 


| shore, and can get no four years of sea-service, 


| when boys, to help them into the highest-grade 


vay. The Senate bil! will act with exceeding 


iardness on these men who have been educated | 


on shore, It will be a verylong time before they 
can get in the highest class of pay. But the Sen- 
ate bill will rush all the present lieutenants into 
the highest grade of pay in two or three years. 


| Our proposition is to proceed more gradually, and 


to keep the present lieutenants in a lower grade ot 


pay for a longer time; so that if this proposition | 
is to operate upon the Navy asa permanent and || 


enduring one, calculated to give satisfaction to all 


| classes, in my judgment the proposition of the 


| great deal, than that of the Senate. 
greatmany lieutenants doing civil service onshore, | 
- rT | 

_ employed in the Naval Observatory and as teach- 


majority of the committee is a fairer one, by a 
There are a 


ers in the Naval Academy, on exploring expedi- 


| tions, coast surveys, &c., because they have brains 


enoughand education enough to be made far, very 
far more useful than keeping lookout on a ship’s 


deck. The Department will not let them go to 


| sea to perform the common routine of sea-ser- 


vice; and you are to punish them for their intel- 
lectual capacity, by keeping their pay down, be- 
cause the Department keeps them engaged in a 
higher class of duties. 

A great many considerations of this sort oper- 
ated upon the majority of the committee in reject- 
ing the proposition of the Senate, and fixing upon 
a proposition beginning back at the date of the 
passed midshipman’s warrant, which is, on an 
average, about eight years before his commission 
as a lieutenant. We begin back there, and we 
give every lieutenant $1,600. Then all who serve 
overten, and under fifteen years, will receive $1,800 
perannum. After they have served over fifteen 
years, and less than twenty, they are to receive 
$2,000a year. Afterthey haveserved twenty years 
and over, they are to receive $2,200. Il am perfectl 
satisfied that the operation of the plan, drow 
a series of years, will prove vastly better than 
that proposed by the Senate, which my friend 
from Maryland proposes to adopt. As sure as 
fate, if you adopt this Senate proposition, it will 
not be more than four or five years before you 
will have to remodel the whole system in this par- 











Union, and let those of us who have not had an 

opportunity of examining itlearn something abdur 

it. As I understand it, they are making miq. 

shipmen at the rate of two or three hundred 4 
ear. 

Mr. MORSE. Not as fast as that. Ther 
will be about a this year; next year 
about thirty-five; and after that, they are crowd. 
ing them in so, that the average number wil! }. 
about fifty. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, sir, I still would suo. 
gest to the gentleman, whether it would not |» 
best to let this bill go to the committee, where j, 
may be examined. There seems to be a diffe. 
ence among the friends of the bill as to many of 
its provisions. I know it is an ungracious thine 
to oppose increasing the pay of anybody; but, jy 
my judgment, this bill ought not to pass withoy: 
giving the members of the House an opportunity 
to know something more about it. Can any gey- 


| tleman tell me about how much it will add to the 


cost of the Navy? 

Mr. MORSE. I did ndt anticipate entering 
upon this debate now, and have not the facts by 
me; but it will be several hundred thousand do). 
lars. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 suppose it will cost a great 
deal of money. Can my friend from Maine tel] 
me what it will cost? 

Mr. MORSE. I cannot state, without references 
to memoranda, which I have not with me, how 
much the application of this bill to the whole 
corps oe offivers will add to the expensv of 
the Navy. I have the facts on which to make the 
calculations, but I cannot state at this moment: 
but it will add several hundred thousand dollars 
annually to the Navy appropriation bill. [ wil! 
say in this,eonnection, that a majority of the com- 
mittee provide in their substitute for a fair increase 
of compensation, and that, | believe, there isa 
disposition on the part of a very large majority of 
this House to increase the pay of the Navy; but 
1 think it will be perfectly safe to let this matter 
be assigned for a particular day, and then let us 
consider it section by section, amend it as a ma- 
jority of the House may think proper, and give 


| all who desire to do so an opportunity to oiler 
| amendments. 


I have no doubt that a proper 
bill could by that means pass the House, aud 
probably a much better one than we will be likely 
to rush through by the course we are pursuing. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I propose to say 
a word in reply to my friend from Maine. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of order. 
I submit that the gentleman from Maryland has 
once addressed the House upon this question, and 
that he is not entitled to the floor again until other 
gentlemen who wish to speak have been hear. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I called the pre- 
vious question, but yielded to the gentleman from 
North Carolina to make a statement; and also to 
the gentleman from Maine, who advocated tie 
substitute reported by the majority of the con- 
mittee. If, however, the gentleman from Ohio, 
in his desire todefeat the bill, wishes-to cut off a! 
debate, I am perfectly willing that he should have 
that opportunity. Lonly wish to say a few words 
in reply to the gentleman from Maine. I ae 

Mr. STANTON. There is no difficulty in th 
world about the gentleman saying his few words. 
I desire to open the bill for general consideratio! 
and amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put, 

Mr, BRANCH. Did not the gentleman su 
mit a motion to postpone this bill until a certal 
day? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Main 
submitted no motion. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The question now, 
as I understand it, is on the amendment of |! 
gentleman from Maryland. If that shall carry, 


I demand the 


what will be the next question ? 
The SPEAKER. On the amendment as amen¢- 
ed. ; 
Mr. MORSE, I want to understand this thing 
fully. If 1 comprehend it rightly, this is a proy- 
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